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TO TH» 

MESSRS. HARPERS, IN NEW.YORK. 

My Dkar Nkphkwb: — 

As yoa thought that the cliildren of our coiintry 
were pleased with the little book which I sent you 
before, and therefore reque8ted me to write out 
another and send it to you to print, I have complied 
with yoiir wishe8, and now send you our convena- 
tions on a yery important subject,— that is, the 
Christian religion. I do not know whether our 
little friends will be as much pleased with this book 
as they were with the first : it is a different kind 
of book, bat I think they can understand it, and I 
hope it wiQ repay them for the trouble of reading it. 
It is nothing but an account of things which hap- 
pened a long time since, with the proof that they diđ 
happen: and I think that children can understand 
proof very well, if it be made plain to them. You 
most let Uie children know that the girls come to 
see me now as well as the boys ; and in this book, 
as they will see, I have talked to them ali together. 
Be so good as to inform them, too, that we have 
had conversations on several other subjects, which 
I may perhaps send to you, if they wish them. 

1 received from you the letter which a little girl 
sent to you, desiring you to ask Uncle Philip 
to talk with the children about History. TeU 
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her that we have hađ a long conversation about 

Virginia, and another about New-York, and Massa- 

chusetts ; and the children here are anxious to hear 

the hi8tory of their own country : so that before we 

stop, I suppose I shall be obliged to teli them the 

history of ali the States ; and, if you print them, the 

little girl who wrote the letter to you can read 

thom. We have also had much conversation about 

the đifferent kinđs of trees which grow in America, 

and their uses ; and perhaps the children woulđ be 

pleased with that subject. Farewell, from your 

Unclk Philip. 
Neuatum, February ^, 18H. 



We have had a drawing made of our worthy old 
uncle, in his 8tudy, with the children around him ; 
and we assure our little friends that the likeness of 
the old gentleman is as correct as any we ever 8aw 
of him. 

The Pvblishkrs. 
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CONVERSATION L 

Vnde Philip crnnes home^ and ihe Bmf9 fini 
a Suiject for him to talk about. Eb teUš 
ihem a Stary. 

" Ah ! dear Uncle Philip ; how glad we ar« 
to see you again« We knew that you bad 
come back frora New-York; and the very 
moment that school wa$ dismisseđi we ran 
ofif to see you/ 

»* Thank you, thank yoxi^ my dear boy8 { 
but how did you know that I had reacbeđ 
homer 

" Why, Charles Brown čame into school 9vA 
tolđ us, that as he passed by your bouse he 
sav tlie windows open, and yaur olđ đog 
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14 CONVERSATIONS ON THE 

Trusty lying by the gate ; and we knew 
that if Tnisty was at home, Uncle Philip was 
not far off." 

'^ yery good, boys : so much for taking no- 
tice that I and my dog are apt to be together. 
But where are the other boys ? Here are but 
three of you. I hope ali my little firienđs are 
welL" 

" Oh, yes, very well ; and here they come. 
We ran faster than they did, that's ali." 

" Ah, I see them now : well, my dear chil- 
dren, how do you do ?" 

" Ali well, Uncle Philip, and very happy to 
see you at home once more. We have longed 
for your return. Did you bring home the 
book about insects which you said you would 
get from your nephews ?" 

"Yes, boys; I brovght that and a great 
many others besides, ali of which we will read 
at our leisure : but here is one which I think 
it is not necessary for you to read, because you 
.already know ali that is in it." 

"Let us see it, if you please, Uncle Philip. 
What is this? — 'Natural History, or Uncle 
Philip's Conversations with the Children 
about Tools and Trades among the Inferior 
Animals.' Why, Uncle Philip, this book has 
in it ali that you said to us about animals 
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BVIDBNCB8 OP CHRISTIANITT. 16 

voilring ; and here are the ver7same pictiues 
whićh ybu showed us. How diđ the Harp^rs 
know what you had said, so as to print itT 

^ I wrote it for them, boys, in the hope that, 
vrbea printed, it would please and instruct 
otb^ Ihtle bo3rs as much as it did you wh^i 
I relaited to you what the book contains." 

" Well, Uncle Philip, did you find out how 
the chilđren liked it T 

" I did not inquipe, boys ; but I wafl at ihe 
house of a friend, and heard a fine little .boy 
(who did not know me) say, that he hoped 
Uncle Philip would soon send Mr. Harper an- 
other book of Conversatioos : and one day, in 
the Street, I heard a little girl say to her father, 
'Pather, do you think Uncle Philip will be 
along this way again soon?' That's ali I 
heard." 

" Well, Uncle Philip, if they do not like it, 
wc do ; and so we hope that you will be ready 
to talk with us." 

i " Very ready, I assure you : but have you 
thought of a subject ?" 

" Yes, sir ; but before we name it, there is a 
fitvour we wish to ask." 

" What is it ? I will grant it, if it be proper 
to do so." 
^•'Some of us, Uncle Philip, have sisters; 
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16 C0NVBR8ATI0NS ON THB 

and they have heard us say so much eibofat 
you and your conversations with us, ibat they 
wish very much to come and listen to yoa. 
May they come ?*' 

" Gertainly, my dear boy8 ; such of jrou n 
have sisters may bring them with you ; and I 
IikeyouthebelterforrememberiDg their wishes, 
and making the request for them. A boy who 
neglects his sister, and is not willing to study 
her comfort and respectability, is not likely to 
gain the esteem of the wise and the good. I 
have known some such boys, aiui have 
watched them after they became men ; and 
more than once have I remarked that they 
proved worthless : and therefore I am very 
glad to find that you are attentive to the want8 
ofyour sisters." 

" Why, Uncle Philip, a boy who neglects hii 
own sister must be mean." 

^' yery true. He certainly does not act aa 
becomes a gentleman, and therefore he is 
mean. Now, bo3rs, I would not have you lose 
.sight of this ; but there is a better reason stiU 
why a boy should not treat his sister with 
neglect; and it is the reason whichive should 
alwaysremember first." 

« What is it, Uncle Philip ?" 

^' The boy who does not reanember that at* 
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SVIDBNCnDS OP CHRirriANITT. 17 

tention, and kindness, and ciyility are đue to 
his sisters does not act as a Oiristian. God 
has made them weaker than him ; m a great 
inaQ7 thinga they are dependant on him fin: 
oomfort; anđitis not onl^ ungentlemanlike, 
bilt unchristian, for the stronger not to attend 
to the wishes and the wants of the weakef. 
Besides, benevolence and kindness are plain 
duties. Hand me that ĐiUe, and let us see 
what our Saviour says. Here, read at this 
plaće, akHiđ." * 

" It.says, Uncle Philip, ' Thou shaU love thy 
neig-hbour <is thyself? But is my sister my 
neighbour T 

' " Do you not remember, when our Satiour 
was asked by the Jews, ^ And who is my 
neighbour 7^ he related the stor^ of— " 

''Oh! ye8, yes; \re remember now v©ry 
weil the story of the good Samaiitan, who 
helpeđ the wounded man, Aough he was a 
stranger to him. Ah, that is a beautiful story, 
Uncle Philip, and sbows us that everybody is 
our neighbour." 

" Certainly it does ; and therefbre kindness 
is due to e7erybody. But now let me know 
nrhatsabjects you have thought of for our 
coBvertation«'' 

b2 
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18 COffTSRSATlOlfS ON ISS 

^ Wh7» VB hare thoug^ that yon could teli 
Ili inajQy more things abont animato than we 
hmve yel hearđ; and aie tbeie not Ymry 
atraiig;0 things about plants, and trees, and 
«toMi? We thought, too, that perfaaps jou 
wottldteUusof things you faad sem in Ibreign 
eountries," 

<<Wdl, ali these aie subjeots wbich W9 
migfat find to be ver7 intereating.'' 

^But, Unde Philip, let me speak now, if 
you please. I have thought of something 
bvtler than aQy which bas been named«'' 

^'Whati8it, pmyy' 

<* Why, the story of the good Samaritan 
bnooght tt into my minđ, I wa8 tbinking diat 
thereare a great many others too in that book 
quite as beautiful ; and I have <^en heard yoa 
ieay that the Bible was the beet of ali books» 
aod that it is true ; and I wa$ irishing to my^ 
adf (bat per haps yoa will think me a foolish 
litUe boy for đoing so), that I sbould like to 
hear yt>u teli bov you foimd out that ali tboee 
interesting things about our Sariour lure trne." 

^ Why, do you not beliere them 7" 

^Oh ye8, furely I do ; but it is because 
older and wi6er people than I am bure told 
me that, being traoi I ought to faelieve them ; 
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ETIDENCSa OF CH&I8TIANITT. 19 

but if you think that we can unđerstanđ the 
reasons for believing them, I, for one, wouId 
like to hear you talk about that.'* 

*^Oh yes, Uncle Philip ! and so woulđ ali 
of us." 

" Well, boyB ; it is nght that you shoulđ 
faelieve what older and wiser people teli yoa ; 
but there is nothing wrong in your wishing 
also to know for yourseIves wht/ you believe. 
And I am wiU]ng, too, to talk on this subject ; * 
bdt yx>a must promise me, before I begin, that 
you will not grow weary, and will listen care- 
Ailly; for close attention will be neces8ary, 
jftnđ with attention I think that you may 
^easily understand ali that I mean to say to 
you.'' 

« We will be attentive, Uncle Philip." 

*^ We must go too into my library, for we 
shall have to use a number of my books, and 
{ shall Bhovr you also some pictures which 
are there; but I think we had better not 
begin this morning, as your sisters, you know, 
would like to be with us ; and they are not 
here. So, as we bave agreed that our subject 
18 to be about the truth of the New Testa- 
ment, we will do nothing inore this morning. 
And now, will you put the Bible back agaia 
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20 C0NVER8ATI0N8 OK THB 

« I will, Uncle Philip." 

" Thank you,— that will do ; and I «m glad 
to see that you did not throw it down care- 
lessly on the taUe. I think that the Worđ of 
God should always be handled with respect ; 
and I remember a story which I once read 
about that very thing. Would you like to 
hear it this morning before you go 7" 

" Oh ye8, Uncle Philip, if you please." 

" The story was aboat a young king of 
England, boys, whose name wa8 Edward. He 
was called Edirard the Sixth, because diere hađ 
been &ve kings of England before him who 
had the same name ; and at some other thnei 
when we are talking about the history of Eng- 
land, I will teli you more about him. But 
now I am to teli you the story of this young 
king and the Bible. 

" He was but ten years old whcn he became 
the king, and he died in his sixteenth year ; 
and he alviray8, from the time he wa8 old 
enough to understand any thing about reli- 
gion, was a very serious and pious boy : so 
you see, my dear boys, that young persons can 
be religious as we]l as those who are oMler. 
This young king had, besiđes, an excellent 
understnnding, and he studied much, and 
leam^ many languages ; and his temperi 
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EVIDCNCE« OF CH&ISTIAinTT. 21 

m> 8weet that he norer would aUow any one 
to be Idlled because he belonged to a religioue 
aociety different from his own, though some 
•ther kings and queen8 bad done it before him. 

^ He was one day in the room wbere he 
ii8uaUy met the gentlen^n who ađvised him 
about the govšrning of his kingdom, and they 
wanted to kx>k at some papers which were 
put away upon a shelf, too high for any of 
them to reach without standing on something. 
One of the persons in the room rose to get 
the papers, and finding them above his reach, 
looked aronnd, and tdok up a large book 
which was l3ring on the table, and placing it 
on the floor, stood on it. The king saw him, 
inđ . immediately going np to him, removed 
him g«ntly firom the book, which he raiseđ 
firom the floor, and afler brushing it, he kissed 
it with great reverence, and laiđ it on the 
table. It was a BiUe ; and he told the gentle- 
man that he conld not sit still, and see God's 
Word made a footstool." 

'< Uncle Philip, what did he kiss the book 
for?" 

^ Merely to show the person how mnch he 
▼ahied and reverenced the Word of God." 

" Well, he was a good king, Uncle Philip." 

^ He was a good Christian, I bdieve, and 
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88 COHTBASATIONS ON THE* 

wa8 not ashamed to own before men maeh 
dđer than himself that he honoured auđ 
senređ God : and that, boys, does him more 
credit, in niy opinion, than his having been » 
king does. But, now that you have beaid the 
8tory, I will bid you good day. Bring yoiMr 
sisters when you come again." 

u We wiH. Good morning, Uncle Philip." 



CONVERSATION H. 

Unde Philip iells the Children how to Jlnd 
out tohcU wcLS done a great many years ago ; 
atid reads to them out of a book, what a man 
nofned Bamabas vjrote. 

'' Ah, my dear boys; so you have come 
again, I see, and brou^t jom sisters withyou. 
Walk in, walk in, my children, we will go into 
the library, and shall find it ready for us, I 
dare say ; and a delightful place it is,l thmk." 

" Yes, Uncle Hiilip, it is a very pleasant 
place. How very cool, with these long win- 
đows reaching to the floor ; and how beautifiU 
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EVIDBNCBB OF CHRIBTIANITT. 23 

Aat hoiieysuckle is, winding arounđ the 
pillars of the piazza ; and look, look,* Uncle 
Philq> ! there is a lovely little humming-faird 
«4 one of the flowers." 

^ I see him, boys ; I often sit here alone^ 
tud have many snch little vkiters in the 
eourse of a morning ; but do yoa heai non 
thing?" 

" Ofa ye8, sir ; I hear, at the bottom of the 
]awD, the little river dashing orer the stones, 
and makiDg^qaite a noise." 

" True, it is the river ; and to my ear it 
makes yery pleasant music I love to sit on 
die bench yonder, under tbeshađe of that &ie 
old dm, and listen to its noisy babUing. I 
bave bad some very agreeable and, I hope, 
profitaUe thoughts under that old tree. But 
nov let us begin." 

^ Directly, Uncle Philip, if you please ; but 
first I wish to ask you one question.'' 

«Well, whi^i8it?" 

<<Did yoii ever lead ali these books in the 
iairaryr' 

" No, no, my đear chilđren, not ali of thena. 
Many, of them I have read throughout ; some 
oi them, too, more than once ; of most of them 
Ihave probably read a part, and these last are 
what are called books of reference." 
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« Uade Philip, I never heard of that iiaiM 
before. What does it meaa T * 

'< I wili teli you. A book of leference is a 
book to turn to, and find information upoa 
some particular point which you have forgot- 
ten, or never kne\v. Suppose I were readinp 
in a book of travels, and the traveller should 
write about some bird, or insect, or flower 
which he found, and which I never 8aw, but 
should not teli ali about it. Now I wish U0 
know more, yonder are some books aboul^ 
birds and nothing else, next to them are* 
several more about insects, and yonder staml 
more, ali about flowers : now I just take bii^ 
description, and by the help of those books B 
find out ali I wish to know. This iroulđ ber 
using my books as books of referenee. Sap^ 
pose, again, I were reading a book abou$ 
history, and the writer should say that somer 
great man did a particular thing. I think/ 
perhaps, that he is mistaken, and that some^ 
one else did that thing; yonđer are a great 
many volunoes, containing the lives of almofC 
ali the great men \rho ever lived ; I turn tor 
the life of the man whom the historian namti^ 
and by reading it I find out that the man wa» 
dead three or fimr jears befi>r& the thing w«» 
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đone. Hien, my book of lives was a book 
of reference. Do yon unđerstand it nov V 

"Yes, Uncle Philip, and we are much 
oUiged to jrott." 

^' Yott are quite velcome, iny ohildren, and 
you will have an opportunity of understanding 
still better before we have done, as we shall 
probabl7 refer to sereral of tfae books whidi 
you see bere. And now we are reađy to 
commence. 

<< William Palmer, will you hand that Bible 
to your Rister? And now, Mary, teli ma 
how many books there are in the Ntw Testa- 
ment." 

" I will count them, Uncle Philip. There 
are twenty-8even." 

"Very true. These books, my chilđren, 
were written at different times, in different 
places, by eight different people, and nnder 
different circumstances. They are ali about 
the Christian religion, and for a long time, it 
has been the custom to bind tbem up together 
in one book ; though they are really distinct 
from each other, as I have told you. In these 
twenty-seven books, we find the history of a 
being who was called Jesus Ghrist : we also 
rad about the kind of religion whidi he taught. 
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and how it first spread to different parts of the 
world. We read, too, what it was that this 
Jesus Christ told the people to helieve^ and 
we read that he also told them what to do. 
Some of these twenty-seven books are called 
epistles,^ 

" Uncle Philip, what is an epistle T 

" Oh, I know. An epistle is a letter ; is it 
not, Uncle PhiUp?" 

" Yes. And these letters were written, as 
we read in the letters themselves, some to 
whole churches, that is, to a great many 
people ; and some were written to a single 
person. And now, children, there are two 
things we wish to know : in the first place, 
did the people whose names are put to these 
twenty-seven books as the authors of them, 
really write them ? and, in the second place, 
if they did write them, have the7 told the truth 
inthem?" 

" Why, Uncle Philip, how long ago is it 
since these books anđ letters were Mmtten?" 

" About eighteen hundred years.'' 

" Why how, then, can we ever find out the 
truth about things which happened so many 
years since ?" 

<'Softly, sofUy, my lad. Hare a little pa 
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tience ; there are usuall7 more ways than one 
of finding out things that happeneđ many 
years ago." 

<' Uncie Philip, I believe what you sbj ; but 
it seems curious to me. If the people who9e 
names are put to these books and letters ia 
the New Testament were ^ive now, we might 
ask them, or some of their acquaintance, and 
they could teli something about it But ali 
these people have been dead a long time, 
there is no such thing as asking themJ^ 

" Very goođ, as far as you have gone, but 
nowlet uslook a little farther. If you couldsee 
any of the people who were living eighteen 
hundred years ago, you would ask them, I 
suppose, if they ever heard of any being 
named Jesus Chri^t, and if they knew of 
men named Mattheiv, and Mark, and IjukCf 
and John, who wrote about this Christ 7^ 

'< Oertainly I would, Uncle Philip : and if 
they said, Yes ; then I would ask them to teli 
me what these men wrote, and I would com« 
pare it with what I have here in the New 
Testament ; andif both agreed, then I should 
know that these books which I have are 
correct." 

<* Tery sensible, ali that you have said ; and 
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I am glad to finđ that you know how to 
think so clearly. AH you wish for, then, is to 
see some of the people who were living about 
eighteen bunđred 7ear8 ugo, that you might 
have a little conTensatkm with them?' 

«yes,UnclePhmp." 

'< Now, suppose you coulđ find out what 
they have to 8ay on this sutgect, with0Ut see- 
mg them, would that answ6r T 

"Certainly it would, Unde Philip, Tery 
^ell." 

^ Ah ! I see, I see how it is — ^Uncle Philip 
means that these m^i who vere living so long 
since have toritten about the books in our 
New Testament, and we have got what they 
wrote : so it is the same thing to read what 
tbey wrote, as it would be to talk with them.'' 

'< Precisely the «une thing, my dear chil- 
đren. If perscnis who lived so long ago, in 
thdr writing8 speak of Jesus Christ, and 
of MatthetĐf and the rest of the New Testa- 
ment writers, and if they repeat in their writ- ^ . 
ings the very words which we have in the 
Ne V Testament, and teli us that they got them 
tbere, it wiU sho^r that their New Testament 
was just like ours, will it not ?" 
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"We should suppose it woulđ, Uncie 
Philip." 

" It certainl7 would, children. And then it 
isthe satne thing as if we had livedwfaen 
tbey did, and talked with them. Let me sto>w 
you more plainly still. You remember, that 
when you were here last I told you a story 
about King Edward the Sixth, and the Bible. 
Now I never saw King Edwardf and never 
talked with anybody who saw him take up 
the Bible firom the floor and kiss it ; then how 
did I know any thing about it? — ^for it hap- 
pened some hundreds of years ago, before I 
was born. I will teli you. In the first place, 
I know there was such a person as King Ed- 
ward, because every history of his cauntry 
(and there are several different ones) speaks of 
him ; I have seen, too, printed copies of some 
of the laws which were made while he wa8 
king, and in a great many books written at 
that time and since I find his name men- 
tioned; and nobody ever denied that there 
was such a person. These, I think, are very 
good reasdns for believing that there was such 
a king as Edward. As to the story of his 
kissing the Bible, I have read it in three or 
four different books, and never saw it contra- 

ca 
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đicteđ anywhere, and therefore it is probabIy 
true, especial1y as ali writers 8ay Edwarđ was 
a very pious young man. Do you under- 
stand now how we may find out things tbat 
happened a long time since 7" 

"Oh yes; it is quite plain now, Uncie 
Philip, and we thank you yery mueh." 

" Now then, we are ready to go on : and 
bere, my children, I have to teli you, that if 
we commence at the very b^nning of Chris- 
tianity, ei^teen hundred years ago, we shall 
find a long list of writers up to this very 
day. Some of them were friends, and some 
of them were enemies, to Christ ; and firom 
what they wrote, I hope to 8how you that 
firom the very beginning Cbristians had the 
same books which we now haye in our New 
Testament ; that they were always believed 
to have been written by the same persons 
whom we think wrote them ; that what is 
written in them was always believed to be 
trtie ; and that religious people always read 
them to find out their duty, just as we do. 
So, just hand me that large book— and, Mary, 
you will find the places in the Bible which I 
nams to yoii, and read them aloud." 
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" Uncle Philip, I wish to say something, if 
you please." 

"Say on, then." 

"Those are very crookeđ letters in that 
large book which you have openeđ. What 
are they, for I cannot read them T 

"They are Greek letters, children. The 
New Testament was written at first in Greek 
(though some learned men think that the Gos- 
pel of St. Matthew was first written in He- 
brew, and aflerward was translated into 
Greek), and a great many other early writings 
were in Greek : but I am going to read some 
of these early writings to you in English, so 
that you can compare them with what is writ- 
ten in our English Testament I want to 
8how you that these early writers had the same 
books which we have, for they have ofte^ 
copied out of them the very same words« 
No^, Mary, turn to Acts xiii. 2, and read." 

Mary reads, ^ As thet/ ministered to the 
Lord and fastedj the Holy Ohost said, Sepor 
rate me Barnabas and Satd for the work 
whereunto I have caUed them? 

« Now read in the 46đi verse of the same 
chapter." 
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Mary. — * Then Paul and Bamabas waxed 
bold: 

" And now turn to 1 Corinthians ix. 6, and 
lead again." 

Mary. — ^ Or I (mly and Bamabas^ have 
toe not power toforhear working 7* 

"Here you see, my children, a person 
named Bamabas is mentioned in three places, 
and he seems to have kept compan7 with one 
of the persons whose name is put to some of 
the Epistles in the New Testament." 

" I know who that was, Uncle Philip." 

« Whowasit?" 

« It was St. Paul." 

" Yes, you are right : and now, if we can 
find any thing that this Barnabaswrote, wouId 
you not like to hear it ?" 

" Oh yes ; for that would be like talking 
with Bamabas himself, you know." 

" Very well, then ; here is a letter in Greek, 
which was written, as very learned men say, 
by this Barnabas. It is in two parts ; the first 
is filled with persuasions to those who were 
Christians to remain so, and to live like Chris- 
tians ; and the second part gives them instruc- 
tions how to liye as good men." 
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" But, (Jncle Philip, there is one thing I 
have just thought of : perhaps this rerjr letter 
of Barnabas has been alteređ since it was 
written.'' 

" There is good sense in that remark, ray 
chilđren. Before we can trust to this letter, 
we must find out that it has not been altered; 
and I was just going to teli you (when I was 
interrupted) that in inan7 early writing8 I 
often find this yery letter of Barnabas spoken 
of, and man7 parts of it are quoted ; and these 
parts always agree exactly, and are in the 
very same words, with my copy here in this 
book : so that I think my copy must be a true 
one." 

" Certainly it is, Uncle Philip, if it is like ali 
the old ones which those early writers copied 
firom." 

"Very well. Now I will read from this 
letter, and Mary shall read from the New^es- 
lament ; and we will see how they agree.-— 
So, now for 

THE TESTIMONT OP BARNABAS. 

Here is a place in which he says, < Let us, 
iherefore, beware, lest it should happen to us, 
as it is written, '^ there are many caHed, few 
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chosen.^ ' Now, Mary, tura to the twentieth 
chapter of Matthew, and 16th verse, and see 
if you can find any such words." 

" Yes, Uncle Philip ; here it is — * For many 
be caUeđj butfeiv chosenJ " 

"Nowtum to the twenty-second chapter 
and 14th verse." 

<* Here it is again, Uncle Philip : * iTw manp 
are called, butfew are chosen.^ " 

<* Now, my children, do you think that Bar- 
nabas had ever seen these two ehapters of 
Matthew?" 

" Whyj it seems so, Uncle Philip. Teli us 
. what you think, will you T 

<< I think that he had seen them, and learned 
the words from them ; and I will teli you why 
I think so. He says, before quoting the words, 
*as itis vjritten^ — ^now I think he mentions 
that it was written, because he had read it ; and 
besides that, my dear children, he shows us 
another thing. It is this : whenever the Jewš 
cited or quoted any words out of the Old Tes- 
tament (which was ali the Bible they had be- 
fore Christ čame), they always used the words 
< U is torittenJ Now Barnabas was a Jew ; 
and when he used the words, ' as it is written^ 
be meant to 3how that he considered the book 
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of Matthew to be just as holy and sacređ as 
the Old Testament ; that is, it was part of his 
Bible. Do you understand me ?' 

" Very well, Uncle Philip; whenevera Jev 
took any thing out of his Bible, and pnt^ as U 
is tpritten,^ before it, he meant to 8how that 
he was not copying out of any common book, 
but out of one which God had given^ and 
which therefore was holy." 

" Yes ; and now let us go on. Here is an- 
other place in this letter of Bamabas, in which 
he says, ' Oive to every man that askeih qf 
thee.^ Mary, suppose you turn to the siztli 
chapter of Luke, and 30th verse, and read it." 

''I have found it, Uncle Philip. It saj^ 
' Grive to evert/ man that asketh of theeJ " 

" Look now in Matthew, chapter fifth and 
verse 42, and you will find it again." 

"Soitis, Uncle Philip." 

" Bamabas sbljs here, too, my children, tbat 
these were the words of Christ Mary will 
teli us now whose worđs Matth6W and Luke 
8ay they were.'* i 

<<Itis Christ who is speaking here, toO| 
Uncle Philip. In the sixth of I^uke, he begins 
tospeakatthe20thverse; and in the iSfth of 
Matthew he begins at the 3d verse.'^ 
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"Well, hereisanother place in this letter 
of Barnabas : he is speaking of Christ, and 
he says ' that he might show, that he čame not 
to caU the righteotiSj but sinners, to repent- 
ance.* Look at the ninth of Matthew, and 13th 
verse." 

" I have found it, Uncle Philip : ' For I am 
not come to caU the righteous, but sinners^ to 
repentance.^ " 

'^Yes; and in Mark ii. 17, and in Luke 
V. 32, you wil] find the same thing. So that 
Barnabas bas used in bis letter senlenoes 
which we find in the gospels of MattheW| and 
Mark, and Luke. He bas bere, too, some 
£rom St. Paul's epistles, and one from St. Pe- 
ter's ; but what we have read already will do 
at present. I wish not to fatigue you ; and 
now teli me, my dear children, do you think 
that Barnabas knew any thing of what is 
written in our New Testament ?" 

" Why, Uncle Philip, we know that he điđ, 
some how or other, write the same things that 
are written in our New Testament ; and vre 
should suppose that he must have read 
them.^ 

*' I thmk it is very probable ; but, my chil- 
dren, even stippote tibat he never hađ rmd 
tb^ ; tbaa iRpe must believe that what wa8 
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vritten in these books must have been very 
commoDly known to the people generalljr, 
Trhen Barnabas, without even reađing the 
books, coulđ finđ out so well what wa8 in 
them. But I think that he had seen the books 
for himself ; and as fer as he has told us 
what was in his copies, we find it agrees with 
ours, 3rou see. And this will do for Barnabas. 
When you come again, we will look at the 
writings of some other early author. Good- 

«*Plflpewel], Uncle Philip.'' 



OONVEKSATION HI. 

Unde Philip tells a story ahout the death 
of a good man named Ciement, and reađs to 
the ChUdren something tchich he vrrote. 

« Well, Uncle Philip, we have đone with 
Barnabas; you said; who comes next?" 

« The next writer, my dear chilđren, was 
named Olement ; and he is calleđ Ciement of 
Rome, because there was another Ciement 

Đ 
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who liveđ in the city of Alexanđria. Perhaps 
you would like to hear something about the 
life of this good man, before we look at his 
writings." 

" Oh jres, Uncle Philip, by ali means, let us 
hear it, if you please." 

" Sit down then, and I will teli you some 
things about him. Mary, look for the fourth 
chapter of St. PauPs epistle to the Philippians, 
and 3d verse, and read it for us." 

" It says, Uncle Philip, at the end of the 
verse, * toith Clement also, and toith other nvy 
felhnjD-labourers^ whose names are in the book 
oflifer' 

" This Clement, of whom Paul in his letter 
here speaks, is the same person whose life I 
am to talk about, so you see that he knew 
the Apostle Paul himself : and I remember, 
too, reading in the writings of a very good 
man, named Irenaeus (who was bom about the 
year 126), something which he sajrs about 
this Clement." 

" What does this Irenaeus say, Uncle 
PhUip?" 

<<He sajrs that Clement <had seen the 
blessed apostles, and talked with them, and 
had their preaching-still sounding in his ears." 
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*' Then, Uncle Philip, Clement must have 
had a good opportunity to kno^ what the 
apostles said and wrote. 

" I think so too : and now let us go on wlth 
his life. It is difficult to say exactly in what 
year Clement was born, but it was not long 
afler Christ lived, and it was while the apos- 
tles were alive, because he talked with them/ 
you know. It is supposed that Clement was 
born at the city of Rome, in Italy ; but it is 
not a certain thing. When he first grew up, 
he was not a Christian ; but while he was a 
young man, he wished to know somethmg 
about his soul, and what would become of it 
after he was dead ; but he could not find out 
any thing which satisfied him. At last, he 
heard from somebody that the Son of God 
had lately been in this world, and taught the 
people excellent things about the soul ; Bar- 
nabas (the very same man whom we talked 
about) happened to be in Rome at that time ; 
and Clement went to him, and he first leamed 
the Christian religion from Barnabas. After- 
ward he met with St. Peter, who instructed 
him still more, and he was then baptized as a 
Christian. It was not long before he became » 
a preacher, and several old writers say that 
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St Peter appointed him to be the chief min- 
ister, or bishop, over the churches in Rome^ 
and he was the bishop for a great maiiy y6ars.* 

" It so happened, that while he was the 
bishop, about the year 95, he wrote a letter to 
the chuTch at Oorinth, a city in Greece. 
There were disputes and quarrels in that 
church, and Clement wrote his letter to 
make peace among them." 

"But, Uncle Philip, was it not very wrong, 
to have quarrelling in the church ?" 

" Yes, my dear children, it was wrong, in- 
đeed, to have strife among Christians ; but 
remember, their being Christians did not 
make them quarrel ; for if they had obeyed 
the rules of the Christian religion, they wouId* 
have lived in peace. We must not find fault 
unjustly with Christianity, and blame itwhea 
men do wrong who are Christians : for it is 
not Ohristianity which makes them do wrong, 
but their want of it." 

" Uncle Philip, did you ever see the letter 
which Clement wrote to that quarrelsome 
church?" 

"I never saw the letter itself, but I have a 
capf/ of it in this large book, and we will read 
some parts of it presently.'* 
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« But teli us first, if you please, what became 
of element?" 

" I will. Some of the first Christians, chil- 
đren, suflfered very much. Sometimes they 
\rere put to death very cruelly, because they 
would be Christians, and worship the true 
God ; and before we finish our conversations, 
I will teli you some very sad stories of the 
persecutions, and pain, and death of these 
poor creatures. They were ealled mart3rrs." 

" What does martyT mean, Uncle Philip?" 

" A martyr means one who is a witness ; 
and the first Christians who were killed on 
account of their religion were ealled so, be- 
catise by their deaths they proved how much 
tliey believed, and loved, and valued the re- 
ligion which Christ had taught." 

" Was element a martyr, Uncle Philip ?" 

"He was. The Roman emperor, whose 
name was Trajan, sent him away from Rome, 
and ordered that he should be put to hard work 
in some mines. You know what a mine is, 
I suppose ?" 

" Oh yes, sir, a mine is a place under grounđ, 
and sometimes a great distance under ground, 
where men dig up coal, and ore of metals, to 
be melted." 

d2 
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"Very good. The poor creatures who 
were sent to these mines were treated very 
crueUy • they were put in irons, and whipped 
seveTely, and mađe to be slaves. Sometimes 
their treatment was worse still ; their heađs 
were half-shaved, their foreheads branded with 
a hot iron, the right eye was bored out, and 
the left leg was broken." 

« Oh, how cruel !" 

"Ah, cruel indeed, my chilđren. Well, it 
was to this place that Clement was sent, and 
when he arrived, he found a large number of 
Christians who had been sent there at different 
times before him. They were sorry enough 
to see so good a man sent there, but he soon 
made them feel happier, for he began at onoe 
to preach to them about Christ, and comforted 
them ; and many who were not Christians, 
when they heard him preach, became so ; and 
the old man, for he was now far advanced in 
yeara, found that God could make him useful 
even in the mines. At last the Roman em- 
peror heard of what he was doing, and ordered 
£fome of the Christians to be put to death, to 
stop others from becoming so ; but it did not 
stop them, and therefore he thought it vras best 
to kili the leader of them, and so Clement wafl 
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thrawn into the sea, with a heaTy weiglit tieđ 
to his bođy; and this happened about the 
year 100. But I ought to teli you tbat some 
▼ery learned men bave thought that, perhaps, 
it was not this Cleme^t who »iffered ali this ; 
tbere was aaother Christian of the same name 
whp we know was put to đeath by the em« 
peror, and this may have caused a mistake to 
be made. However, it is not of much conse- 
quenoe to us, at this time, how he dieđ ; ali 
tjMk we wi8h to boov now is what he wrote 
in this letter of his. And now, if you would; 
like to know more about our CSement, I think 
that you will have an opportunity soon. The 
first number of the ' Boy's and Oirl'^ Iiibrary/ is 
called 'Lives of the Apostles and Martjnrs.' 
I must ask my nephews to print the seoond 
volume of that book, for it will probaWy con- 
tain the li& of this good man." 

THE TESTIMONT OP CLEMENT. 

" He says, « Take into your haiiđs the Epis- 
tle of the Uessed Paul the Apostle. What did 
he at the first write to you in the beginning 
of the gospel? Verily he did by the Špirit 
admonish you oonceming himself and C^has 
and ApoUos, because that even then you diđ 
form parties.' Now, Mary, do you read in 
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the first Epistle to the Corinthians, the first 
chapter and 12th verse ; what does it say ?" 

" It sa3rs, Dncle Philip, * Now this Isaf/, that 
everp one of y(m saith, I am of Paul, and I 
of Apollos, and lof Cep^as, and lof ChrisV " 

" Well, my children, before we go on, let us 
talk about this for a few moments. Do 
you suppose that Clement had ever seen a let- 
ter written by St. Paul ?" 

" Why, surely, Uncle Philip, he had ; for 
he tells them to take it into their hands, and 
he tells them too what Paul had said in it," 

" Very good : to whom did Paul write his 
letter?" 

« To the Corinthians, Dncle Philip." 

" And to whom did Clement write his T 

"To the Corinthians, also, you said, be- 
cause they had quarrels in their church." 

" Yes. They both wrote to the same people 
then, you see." 

« Yes, sir." 

"Now, my children, if these Corinthians 
had never had any letter at ali from Paul, do 
you think that Clement would have told them 
to take it into their hands and read it?" 

" Why, if he had, Uncle Philip, they would 
have thought it very strange." 
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<< Woulđ he not, my chilđreo, have tolđ a 
falsehoođ, if he hađ said to them tbat they had 
such a ktter, wheQ they hađ not ?" 

^And would iK>t theae Corinthians have 
known that it waa a ialsehood?" 

« Yes, sir." 

<< And woulđ the7 have had a»y respect for 
element, or for his letter^ when they found a 
falsehoođ m it ?" 

« No, sir." 

^ One questioa more. Do jon think elem- 
ent had sense enough to know ali UnaV 

<< Certainly, Uncle Philip; if he was not a 
fool, he could not help knowing it" 

« Wen, my children, I agree with you ; and 
therefore I think Clement tolđ the truth about 
that letter. Now what đoesJbe 8ay idbout it? 
Why he tells us, Ist, there was a letter ; 3đ, 
that Paul wrote it ; 3đ, that it was written to 
the Corinthians, and that theyhad it; and 
4th, that it had in it something about Paul and 
Cephas and Apollos. And here Mary has 
read, in a letter &om Paul to the Corinthians, 
printed in our New Testament, a sentence 
about the very same things, Paul and Cephas 
and Apollos. It is my opinion that tliis letter 
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from which Mary reađ is precisely the vetj 
letter that Clement meant" 

" Yes, Uncle Philip, and we think so too ; 
for Clement woulđ not have been so foolish 
as to write to the very people who had a letter 
from somebody else, and teli them that it 
had certain things in it, unless he knew that 
it had those things. They woulđ have 
laugheđ at him as a foolish man." 
j " Then I think, my children, that Clement's - 
copy of this Epistle to the Corinthians was 
just like ours ; and, you see, he tells us who 
wrote it. He sajns it was Paul. That is one 
tbing we wished to know. Now there is an- 
other little thing to say about this letter, and 
then we will go on. Clement says, in the part 
which I reađ to you, that Paul <did by the 
/Špirit write to the Corinthians." 

" Uncle Philip, what does that mean ?'' 
" I am going to teli you. What Clement 
means is that God put into the mind of St. 
Paul what he should write in this letter to the 
Corinthians; and it shows that Clement 
thought that Grod had taught Paul what to 
say: and he tells the Corinthians so; and 
therefore it is very likely that the Corinthians 
believed the same thing," 
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" Yes, Uncle Philip ; and if God did show 
Paul what to say, then it was God's word, and 
Paul only wrote it for Him, and so the Oorin- 
thians would pay attention to it, and obey it." 
I " Exactly so : this was what Clement in- 
tendedtheyshould do, when he said that Paul 
wrote * by the Špirit.' Now let us proceed, 

'^ Here is another place : listen to what I 
read, — * For thus saith the Holy Špirit, Let 
not the wise man glory in his wisdom — espe- 
cially remembering the words of the Lord 
Jesus which he spake, teaching gentleness and 
long-suffering. For thus he said, Be ye mer- 
ciful, that ye may obtain mercy ; forgive, that 
it may be forgiven unto you. As you do, so 
shall it be done unto you : as you give, so shall 
it be given unto you : as ye judge, so shall ye 
be judged : as ye show kindness, so shall kind« 
ness be shown unto you : with what measure 
ye mete, with the same shall it be measured 
to you.' Now, Mary, tum to the sixth chap« 
ter of St. Luke, and 36th verse." 

"I have found it, Uncle Philip: ^Be ye 
iherefore merdfvl as y(mr FcUher also is mer^ 

"Very good; read on, the 37th and 38th 
rerses." 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



48 CONVERSATIONS ON THB 

" * Judge noty and ye shaU not be judged : 
eondemn noty and ye shall not be condemned : 
fargive, and ye ahall be forgiven : give^ and 
U shall be given unto you? " 

« Read now the last part of that verse." 

^ For with the same measure that ye mete 
Vfithalj it shall be measured to you again? 

" Thank you, Mary ; that will do for this 
part of Clement's letCer ; and, my chilđren, 
if you will look at St Matthew, chapter vii. 
Terses 1 and 2, you wi]l find nearly the same 
vords. But let us take another place, for this 
letter of Clement's is really fuU of them : only 
take notice,before we pass on, that Clement,anđ 
Luke, and Matthew ali say that these worđs 
which Mary has been reading to us are 
Christ's. 

" Olement says here, in another place, * Re- 
member the words of the Lord Jesus, for He 
said, Wo to that man by whom offences come. 
It were better for him that he had not been 
born than that he should oflfend one of my 
elect, It were better for him that a millstone 
should be tied about his neck, and that he 
should be drowned in the sea, than that he 
should ofFend one of my little ones.' " 

" Oh, Uncle Philip ! I remember something 
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just like that in the Bible ; it wiBis in my Sun- 
day-school lesson last Sunday, in the seven- 
teenth chapter of St. Luke, at the beginning. 

^^^ Then said he unio the disciples, It is intr 
possible but thcU offences wiU come ; but wo 
unio him thraugh whotn they come ! It were 
better for him that a millstone taere hanged 
abozU his neckj and ha čast mto the sea^ than 
that he should offend ane of these little onesJ " 

" Well done, my little fellow ! I am really 
glad to find that you remember so well what 
you are taught in the Sunday-school. You 
have repeated it correctly ; and if you will 
look in Matthew xyiii. 6, and in Mark ix. 42, 
you may read almost the same worđs. But 
this will do for the present, as I am anzious 
not to weary you." 

« Uncle Philip, before we stop, I wish to ask 
you something, if you have time to hear me." 

" Gk) on. I will hear you with pleasure." 

" Is that letter of Clement's very long?" 

"No.'' 

" I asked you, because I am going to stuđy 
Oreek when I am older, and I thought that 
perhaps I might learn to read it for myself." \ 

« Well, I like that thought ; and when you 
are ready, I shall be very happy to lend you 

E 
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the book, and to help you in any đifficulty. 
But, short as this letter is, I must teli you that 
there are more than forty places in it (for I 
have taken the trouble to count them) in which 
sentiments in our New Testament are either 
copied exactly or referređ to by Clement ; and 
they are in various parts of the New Testa- 
ment, too. I think that Clement had seen the 
Gospels by Matthew, and Mark, and Luke, the 
Acts of the Apostles, St. PauPs Epistles to the 
Romans, the Corinthians, the Galatians, the 
Ephesians, the Philippians, the Colossians, 
the first Epistle to the Thessalonians, both the 
Epistles to Timothy, that to Titus, and to the 
Hebrews. He had also seen, I think, the Epis- 
tle of James, and both the Epistles of Peter.** 

" Why, Uncle Philip, this is ahnost ali <rf 
the New Testament. Why do you think that 
he had seen ali these ?" 

"Because, my children, I find in his letter 
places in which he has either copied from them 
exactly, or come so very near.it that I think 
he must have known what was written in 
them : sometimes a word may not be exactly 
the same, but he always has the meaning. 
And there is one thing more which we ought 
to notice." 
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«'What is it, Uncle Philip?'' 

" I told you, you will remember, that this 
dement was the Bisbop of Rome, and he wTote 
this letter to the Corinthians whil6 he was the 
chief minister in that city. Now ali the other 
ministers and Christians there knew what 
parts of the Ne w Testament they had and be- 
lieved ; and therefore Clement could not have 
put into his letter as a part of the Christians' 
books what ali those who were living around 
him did not believe : so that Clement's letter 
shows that not he only, but that ali the Chris« 
tiaoB at Bome believed these books." 
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CONVERSATION IY. 

Uncte Philip tells the ChUdren a Umg story 
abotU lions killing a good man named Jg^ 
natvus, and then readsfor them some ofthia 
good mariš letters. 

" Well, children, are you ali here, and reađ7 
to go on ?" 

"Oh yes, Uncle Philip, ali ready, and willing 
too, and we understand very well what you 
are doing." 

"Whatisit?' 

" You are showing us, in the writings of 
these old men, sentences which prove that 
they must have had a New Testament just 
like ours; because they often use the very 
same words that are in our book ; and the/ 
6ometimes teli us, too, that they got them out 
of letters written by Paul, or Peter, or some 
one else whose names are put to some of the 
writings of the New Testament'' 
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"Vei7 goođ. But you must remember 
that I read to you but a very small part of 
what these old men have copied from our 
New Testament; just enough to show you 
that they hađ it. If I should read ali the 
places, it wouId take a Yery long time, and 
you wouId become tired. But let us go on, I 
shall have some stories to teli you of some bfj 
these men presently*" 

"WeU, who comes next, Unde Hiilip? 
Mary has her Bible ready." 

<' The nezt that I shall read to you is, 

THE TESTIMONT OP IGNATIU3. 

^^ But I suppose that you wouId like to know 
something about him, before I read to yoa 
what he has written?" 

" Oh yes, by ali means, Unde Philip." 
<' Listen then. He was bom about the year 
of our Lord 28, but I cannot teli you certainly 
the place of his birth. There is also a 
8tory about him, which may be true, but is 
somewhat doubtful. I would not say posi- 
tivdy that it is true, but I will teli you what it 
is. It is said that he was the very child whom 
Christ placed before his disdples when he said 
to them, ' Ezcept ye be converted, and become 
i b2 
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as little chilđren, je shall not enter into the 
kingdom of heaven.' Bat whether he vra$ 
the same child or not is of no conseguence : 
one thing I believe is very certain ; tbat when 
he wa8 quite young, he was aoquainted with 
flome of the apostles.^ 

« Why do you thmk so, Unde Philip V 

<< I will tdl you ; a very good man, nameđ 
Chrysostom, says, in a book vhich he wrote, 
Ihat Ignatius wa8 educated by the apostles, 
was always with them, and talked witfa them 
constantly. As far as I can find ont ^tom my 
old books here, he was taught when he was 
young, many things by St. John. 

"BVom his youth, Ignatius was religious, 
and when he became a man, was a preacher 
in the city of Antioch. Can any of you re* 
collect any remarkable thing mentioned in 
the Bible about Antioch V 

"I can, Uncle Philip. Itwas there that 
die disciples were first called Christians." 

"Right. In the 3rear of our Lord 70, and 
when Ignatius was a little more than forty 
years old, he was mađe the bishop of Antiodi ; 
and I think that in ali things he was a mim 
truly like to the apostles. 

" It so happened that in the year 107, Tra- 

\ 
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jan, the emperor of Rome, who had JCJement 
put to death, as I told you, visited Antioch, 
and began directljr to inquire after the Chris- 
tians there." 

"What đid he want with them, Uncle 
Philip ? was he a Christian ?" 

" No, no, my children ; he was VOTy far from 
being so. Some who have written about 
him say he was a very mild and kind emperor ; 
but I do not agree with them, for one thing is 
very certain, that for many years he cruelly 
persecuted the Christians. He always in- 
quired about them when he čame to a place, 
because he wk;hed, if they were doing well, 
to persecute them. He was so silly as to 
think, that if the Christians flourished, it 
injured his power. As soon as Ignatius heard 
that Trajan had been inquiring about the 
Christians, he went at ouce, without beiilg 
srat for, and told the emperor that he was one 
of them. He was then an old man, about 
seventy-six years of age ; but Trajan was not 
moved at ali by his venerable appearance. 
Ue tried to make Ignatius give up his Chris«- 
tianity, but the good old man would not ; and 
th^i tl^ emperor, being very angry, ordered 
that he s^ould be bound and carrkd by sol* 
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điers to Rome, and should there, in the sight 
of the people, be thrown to wad beasts, to be 
destroyed by them." 

" And was it done, Uncle Philip ?" 
" Yes, my children ; but listen, and I will 
teli you ali about it. He was put under a 
guard of ten soldiers, and they started with 
him for Rome. On the way they stopped at 
a place named SmyTna, and there Ignatius 
met an old friend. I told you (you will re- 
member) that Ignatius was taught much in his 
youth by St. John. Well, there was another 
youth like himself, who also used to be taught 
with him by the apostle: his name was 
Polycarp. He, too, when he became a man, 
was a preacher ; and when Ignatius reached 
Smjrma, Polycarp was the bishop in that 
city. No doubt these two good m&i were very 
glad to see each other once more. Polycarp 
encouraged Ignatius, and eamestly begged 
him never to give up Christianity, but to die 
first. There was no danger of his giving it 
up. While Ignatius was at Smjrma, ali the 
ministers in the neighbourhood čame to see 
him aiid pray with him : he (though heknew 
that he was going to Rome to be kiUed) was 
thinking not of himself, but how he should be 
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cbing good while he liveđ. So he wrote in 
Smyma four letters to four difierent churches, 
and it is from these letters and some others 
that I shall i»re8ently read to 3rou. 

<* After remaining some time at Smyroa, he 
went on to a place named Troas, where he 
wrote three more letters, one to bis friend Po- 
lycarp, one to the church at Smjrma, and one 
to the churoh at a city named Philadelphia. 
He wrote, in ali, seven letters on this joumey, 
and we will see presently what he says in 
them ; but novr let us go on with his hi8tory. 
When he čame near Rome, crowds of the 
Christians čame out to meet him : for they 
had ali heard something of this holy man, 
and wished to see him. From the time of his 
arrival to that of his death, the Christians 
visited him every day, and joined with him in 
his prayers, which he was making to God ali 
the time. At last the day čame for him to be 
given to the wild beasts, and they carried him 
to the amphitheatre as it was called." 

"Uncle Philip, what is an amphitheatre?" 

<< It is a large round building, open at the 

top commonly, and with seats in it, beginning 

low down, and then rising like steps, one 

above the other, until they reach nearly the 
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top of the builđing. It was built in this 
manner so that the people when they were 
sitting in it could look over the heads of those 
on the seats before them, and ali could see 
what was done in the open space at the 
bottom." 

" What did the Romans have such build 
ings for, Uncle Philip ?" 

" To have their public shows in. The an- 
cient Romans, my children, were a people 
highly civilized, and they knew very many 
usefal things : but they did not know < the 
true Godj and Jesus Christ, whom he has seni! 
They show us, I think, how far a nation may 
go in being civilized, and becoming great and 
leamed without Christianity. In this veiy 
amphitheatre of which I have been talking, it 
was common for men, called gladiators, to 
fight each other with swords until one or both 
were killed ; while the people looked on, and 
thought it was a very pleasant amusement." 

"Why, Uncle Philip! did they call this 
good sense! Ali the sensible h(yys in our 
country, to say nothing about the wcw, would 
know that it was very foolish as well as 
wicked for men to kili each other in sport 
č 
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These Romans had strange amusements, 
Uucle Philip." 

"So I think, children: and their history 
8hows us that, after ali, Christianity is a great 
blessing for any nation ; a nation without it 
may in some things be very great, but (every 
thing else being the same) it will always be 
happier and greater with it. But let us go 
on with our story : Ignatius was carried to 
the amphitheatre, and it was crowded with 
people, who were abusing him and his God, 
and anxious to see the wild beasts tear him 
in pieces. The olđ man was put in the 
open space at the bottom of the amphitheatre, 
and looked around as calmly as if nothing was 
to be done to him. In a few moments they 
brought in some lions, which had been starved 
to make them more fierce, and let them loose. 
At first the beasts did not see Ignatius, but, 
walking around, looked on the people, and 
filled the place with their roarings." 

" Uncle Philip, what did Ignatius do ? did 
he not try to get out ?" 

<< No ; and if he had tried, he would not 
have succeeded. He stood perfectly still, 
looking on the lions ; and ali he said was, 
' I shsJl now, as God's corn, be ground be* 
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tween the teeth of these wilđ beasts, and be- 
come white bread for my heavenly Master.' 
Just then the lions saw him, and rushed to- 
warđs him with open jaws, while the people 
raised a shout of joy ; but theircruel pleasure 
was very short, for in a moment he was dead« 
Nothing was left of him but a few bones, and 
some of the Christians who had gone to see 
him die, that they might be witnesse8 of his 
firmness, gathered these few bones together, 
and they were taken to Antioch and burieđ 
by the Christians there, near the city. And 
now shall we go on, and see what this good 
man wrote ?" 

" If you please, Uncle Philip.'' 

" I told you then, you will remember, thal 
he wrote seven letters ; there are two oopies 
of these letters, called the larger and the less^ 
because one contains more than the other.'' 

" Unde Philip, how did that happen ?" 

"Iwill teli you. Some persons, after Ig- 
natius was dead, wisheđ to make the worlđ 
believe that his opinions were the same witfa 
some which they held; and to prore this, 
they took these letters and addeđ to thein 
something of their own, which Ignatius neyer 
wrote. These are called the larger letters« 
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and I shall not reađ any thing from them, be- 
cause otber people have added to them. I will 
read entirely from the less." 

" Before you begin, Uncle Philip, I just wish 
to ask you why you think Ignatius WTote 
these letters which you call the less ? I am 
sure you have a reason for it." 

" I have, my children, and it is this ; agreat 
many old writers whom I have ezamined 
say that Ignatius did write them. Polycarp, 
whom he met at Smyrna, says so ; and a man 
named Ireneus, who lived about the same time, 
says so ; and a man named Eusebius, who 
wrote a history of the church in the beginning, 
and a person named Jerome, and another who 
was called Origen, and a number of others, ali 
8ay that Ignatius wrote these letters. Will 
thatproofdo?" 

"Oh yes, Uncle Philip, that is enough. 
Now let us hear how much this good old man 
knew about the New Testament which we 
now have." < 

" In the first place, then, you know that in 
our New Testament there is an epistle from 
St. Paul to the Ephesians ; now I think Ig- 
natius had read that epistle ; for one of his 
own letters is to that same Ephesian church, 

F 
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and this is what he says in it about Paul's 
epistle: — *Ye are the companions of Paul 
the sanctifieđ, the martjr; deservedly most 
happy : who throughout ali his epistle makes 
mention of you in Christ Jesus.' Now if any 
one will read with care the epistle of Paul to 
the Ephesians, he will find that the apostle 
commends them in it very highly, and never 
once reproves them. Let us now tum to the 
Bible. Mary, read in Matthew x. the end of 
verse 16." 

"It says, Uncle Philip, ^be ye therefore 
vnse as serpents and harmless as dovesJ^ 

"Uncle Philip, have you that in your 
book?" 

"I have. In the letter which Ignatius wrote 
to Polycarp, he says, ' be wise as a serpent in 
ali things, and harmless as a đove.' See now 
what is written in Matthew xii. 33." 

" Here it is ; ^for the tree is knovm by Us 
fruitr' 

" Very good. In his letter to the Ephesians 
he says, *the tree is shown by its fruit.' But 
let us go on. Mary, turn to Paul's first epistle 
to the Corinthians, chapter first, and read the 
18th verse." 

" Por the preaching ofthe cross is to them 
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thcU perish foolishness ; but unio us that are 
saved U is the power of God. 

" Now read the 20th verse." 

" JVhereisihe wise 7 JVhereisthescribe? 
WIiere is the disputer of this world ?" 

" Now let me read ; for in this letter of Ig- 
natius to the Ephesians, there is something 
very much like ali that; here it is, — 'For 
the doctrine of the cross is a stumbling-block 
to unbelievers ; but unto us, salvation and life 
eternal. Where is the wise ? Where is tjie 
disputer ? Where is the boasting of them that 
are called prudent ?' 

" Ah, Uncle Philip, you niay depend upon 
it, Ignatius had seen what Paul wrote to the 
Corinthians." 

" Why do you think so ?" 

'^ Because what he wTOte is so much like 
what St. Paul wT0te : why the meaning is the 
irery same, and sometimes even the words are 
exactly alike. Do you think Ignatius had 
seen Paul's epistle?** 

"Certainly I do, and think it a reasonable* 
opinion, too. But I will give you another 
proof that Ignatius imitated what he had read 
in PauPs writings to the Corinthians. If 
Mary will read in that same epistle, chapter 
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XV. Terse 8, I will 8how you what I mean. 
What does it say, Mary?" 

^^ And last of ali he was seen of me alsOf as 
oftme bamaut ofdue timeP 

" Now hear what Ignatius says in his epistle 
to the Bomans : ' For I am not worthy, being 
the last of them, and one bom out ofdue time.' '^ 

<'Go on, Uncle Philip, let us hear some 
more from this good old martjrr." 

"Well, in his letter to Polycarp, h^re is 
something: — ^'In like manner exhort my 
brethren, in the name of Jesus Christ, to love 
their wives, as the Lord the church.* Now 
Ifet Mary read in Ephesians v. 26." 

" Hicsbands, lave pour toivesj even as Christ 
also loved the churchP 

" Well, here again in his letter to the church 
at Philađelphia, I read — ^ I beseech you that 
ye do nothing through strife.' Now read in 
Philippians ii. 3. 

" Let nothing be đone through strife J* 

" Very good. Now in his letter to Polycarp, 
I read, 'pray without ceasing,' and here it is 
aigain in his letter to the Ephesians, <pray 
without ceasing.' Now see what is written 
in 1 Thessalonians v. 17." 

" The very same words, Uncle Philip, ^pray 
without ceasing.^ " 
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" Well, my children, let us try once more. 
In his letter to the Ephesiansi I find these 
worđs : — ' For it is written, God resisteth the 
prouđ.' What did I teli you about the use of 
the words, it is torUten ?" 

" I remember, Uncle Philip. You said that 
it was the way in which the Jews alway8 
wrote when they meant to use words out of a 
book which they thought was holy, and čame 

from God." 

" Very well. I am glad to find you so at- 
tentive ; now then, what does Ignatius mean 
by using them here T 

<< Why he must have had some holy books, 
Uncle Philip, and these words were written in 
them, I suppose." 

" You suppose very rightly. Now, Mary, 
let us hear from you. Look first at the epistle 
of James iv. 6, and then at the first epistle of 
Peter v. 5." 

"In both places, Uncle Philip, I find the 
same words : ' God resisteth the proudJ " 

" Then you see, my children, two things. 
First, Ignatius had seen these two epistles by 
James and Peter : and next, that he looked 
upon them as holt/ writings, because he sa3rs, 
of things contained in them, it is written. 
But I am afraid that you are weary ; if you 
r2 
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mre I will stop, though I had one or two Uiings 
more to say about Ignatius." 

" Oh go on, go on, Uhcle Philip ; we wiU 
liaten attentiTely." 

<< Then I will talk a little longer. In the 
first place, I wi8hed to 8ay that tfiere are a 
great many more places than I have read to 
you, in which Ignatius copies from a Bible just 
like ours. And in the next place, I believe 
that even when he was alive, these holy books, 
ot at any rate most of them, were coUected 
together, and went under one common name. 
I suppose it was not called the New Testa- 
ment then, but still most of these books were 
then got together by the Christians into one.'' 

«Why I think, Uncle Phillip, that 
is very probable. The man who piinted 
one would go on and print ali the rest." 

" Print ! why, my child, there was no such 
thing as printing then." 

"Then howdid ttey make books, Uncle 
Philip?" 

" Copied them with a pen ; and it showB you 
how much the first Christians loved these 
books, and how highly they valued them, 
.when they took such pains to make copies of 
them. But let me show you why I think the 
booka W6re coUecteđ together even as far back 
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as when Ignatius was alive. Here is a sen- 
tence in his letter to the Philadelphians : — he 
sajSf ' Fleeing to the gospel, as the flesh of Jesus, 
and to the apostles, as the presbytery of the 
church. Let us also love the j)rophets, because 
that they also spoke of the gospel, and hoped 
in Christ, and expected him.' Now how many 
different things does Ignatius here mention f* 

« Three, Uncle Philip. 1, Fleeing to the 
gospel ; 2, and to the apostles ; 3, loving the 
prophets : but I do not know exactly what he 
means.'' 

" I suppose not, and therefore I will teli yott 
what learned men* have thought about it; 
and I cannot help thinking they are right, 
because what they say is reasonable. What 
Ignatius means is this : — that to find out the 
wiU of God, he went to the gospels^ which he 
believed just as much as if Christ himself, in 
the flesh, as a man, had spoken to him what 
was written in them: he went also to the 
apostles^ that is, to the writings contained in 
their epistles or letters : and by the prophets^ 
he means the vmtings of the prophets in the 
Old Testament, for as they were ali dead, he 
oould not love them in any other way but iu 

♦ Groic, Mm, Le Citre, 
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their writings. Besides this he often mentionfl 
a coUection of sacređ writings under the name 
of ' the gospel.' In his letter to the Philadel- 
phians, he sa3rs, 'The beloved prophets re- 
ferred to him, but the gospel is the perfection 
of incorruption.' In his letter to the church 
at Smyrna, he says, ' Ye ought to hearken to 
the prophets, but especially to the gospeU In 
both these places I think he means our gos< 
pels. So that in his time men had them, 
and looked upon them as holy books." 

" Uncle Philip, I wish you would teli us 
how many of our books Ignatius has taken 
words out of, for you did not read ali. I 
just wrote down on this piece of paper as 
you went on, those which Mary read : — ^they 
were Ephesians, Matthetv, 1 CorinthianSf 
PhUippians, 1 Thessalonians, James, and 1 
PeterJ' 

" Very good ; I am much pleased that you 
were so attentive, and I am glad that you spoke 
of it, as otherwise I should have forgotlen to 
mention to you ali the books in our New 
Testament, which he refers to or copies. Be- 
sides those you have named, there are Johvis 
gospel, Acts, JRomans, 2 Corinihians, Oalor 
tians, Colossiansj 2 Timothp, Tittis, PhUe- 
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fnarij Hebr€ws^ 1 and 3 John^ making in ali 
nineteen. 

" Good đay, now, my dear children ; wheii 
you come again, I will show you a picture, 
and teli you a story about another good old 
man." 

"Farewell, Uncle Philip." 



CONVERSATION V. 

Unde Philip and the Children talk about 
Polj/carp ; and a story is told about a good 
woman named Perpetua: and of some 
Boys and Crirls who were killedfor heing 
Ckrisiians. 

" Well, Uncle Philip, here we ali are again, 
you see." 

" Yes, and I am very glad to see you : be- 
cause I cannot help thinking you must be in- 
terested in what I teli you, or you would stay 
away." 

" Oh, we are very much pleaseđ, and ready 
to hear ali you have to say. That was a 
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sorrowftil story about Ignatius, which you 
told us the last time we were here ; but we 
Uked it, though it was sad : and you said you 
would teli us more like it, of the sufferings of 
the first Christians. Will you do it to-day, 
UnclePhUip?" 

" Yes, my dear children, before you go I 
will. But let us first take up one more wit- 
ness, and see what he has said : he, is the last 
one of those who lived in the first hunđred 
years after Christ whom I shall examine. 
His life, too, is a story which will show you 
how good men were persecuted for being 
Christians ; and I am sure you will be pleased 
to hear something about him, when you know 
who the person is of whom I speak." 

« Who is it, Uncle Philip ?" 

" His name was Polycarp." 

" What, the friend of Ignatius, whom he 
found at Smyma, and who was taught by St. 
John himself ?" 

" The very same." 

" Oh, let us hear of him, by ali means. It 
is right, as he was the firiend of Ignatius, that 
he should come next to him. Let us hear 
about Polycarp, and then you may teli us the 
stories you promised us." 
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" Agreeđ, my children. We will then first 
consider 

THE TESTIMONY OP POLTCARP. 

I shall begin by giving you some account of 
his life. -^tj^vcr« >4 

" Polycarp was bom somewhere in the East, 
but the precise place and the exact time of his 
birth I cannot find out. But when quite 
young', we know, from his own writings as 
well as those of others, that he was taught by 
St. John, and lived with him. As soon as he 
Miras old enough he was made a minister, and 
not long aftenvard he was made the bishop 
or chief minister of SmyTna, by St. John him- 
self; and he continued in that place for 
seventy-four years. Polycarp, my children, 
must have had every opportunity to know 
what books Christians had written, what they 
believed, and what true Christianity was. 
Give me that book, and I will read some 
parts of it to you which speak of Polycarp." 
" Who wrote that book, Uncle Philip ?" 
" A man whose name I have mentioned 
before. It was Irenaeus, who knew Polycarp 
very well, and had talked with him often, for 
he studied under him : but listen for yourselves 
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to what he says about him. < PoIycarp,' 8ay8 
Irenseus, ' teaches the same things, who wa8 
not only taught by the apostles, and had talked 
with manywho hađseen Christ,butwas also, 
by the apostles, appointed bishop of the churdi 
of Smyma, in Asia.' Here is anothcjr plaoe, 
too, in which he is mentioneđ. Irenaeus is 
writing to a person named Rorinus, and this 
is what he says : — * Por I saw you when I was 
▼ery youngy in the lower Asia with Polycarp ; 
for I remember better the affairs of that time 
than I do those which hare happened latety. 
So that I can teli the place in whieh the blessed 
P6lycarp sat and taught ; and his going ont 
and coming in, and the manner of his life, and 
the form of his person, and the disconrses he 
mađe to the people : and how he told of hk 
conversation with John, and with others who 
had seen the Lord : and how he related to us 
their sayings, and what he had heard from 
them concerning the Lord, both conceming 
his miracles and his doctrine, as he had ro- 
ceived them from the eyewitnes»es. Ali 
which Polycarp related agreeaUy to the 
Scriptures.' " 
" Well, Uncle Philip, Polycarp had certainly 
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a goođ opportunity to know something about 
Christianity, as you said." 

" Yes, indeed) he hađ : but let us now go 
on with his life, or rather with the latter part 
of it. Polycarp continued at Smyma, doing 
ali the good in his power ; he oflen saw or 
heard of the persecutions of the poor Chris- 
tians ; until at last his own time to sufler 
čame, and we have a fuU history of it in a 
letter which the church of SmyTna wrote 
about it. Several Christians in Smyma had 
been put to death very cruelly ; at last the 
heathen people cried out that Polycarp should 
be killed. He heard it unmoved, and wished 
to remain where he was, until they should 
come to take him. But the people of his 
church would not let him stay in the city. 
They carried him to a country-house a few 
miles distant, where he was constantly occu- 
pied with his friends in praying. At last it 
was found out where he was, and the ofBcers 
čame to take him. In that country the houses 
had flat roo&, and Polycarp, who was in the 
upper story, might have got on his roof and 
passed to that of the house next to his, an(^ so 
escaped; but he would not. The officers 
čame late in the evening, after the good olđ 

Q 
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man had gone to beđ ; he rose and cam« 
down stairs to them, and spoke so kindly to 
them, that even they felt sonj, and said ttiej 
thought it was useless to trouble a man so old 
and quiet ; but they were obliged to take him, 
as they had been ordered. i 

" Polycarp ordered a supper to be prepaieđ 
for them ; and asked them just to allow him 
one hour to pray, without being disturbeđ. 
They told him he might have it ; when he 
prayed so fervently, that the officers, who fdt 
pity forhim,did notintemipthimfortwo houTS» 
At length they took him, and placing him <hi 
an ass, they set out for the city. As they 
čame near Smyma, the chief magistrale 
was riding out in his carriage, and met him* 
He knew Polycarp to be a good and harmless 
man, and I suppose he pitied him also : at any 
rate,he asked the old mantoget into thecaniage 
with him ; and Polycarp did so. As they rode 
together, the magistrate (who was anxiou8 to 
save him) endeavoured to persuade him to 
renounce Christianity. ' What harm/ sa3rs he, 
<can it be for you to say, our lord the emperoTi 
an^to ofEst sacrifices to the gods ?' Polycarp 
at first was silent, but at length replieđ, 'I 
cannot do what you advise me.' 
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'^Finally, the magistrate became y6ry aiigTy, 
because Polycarp r^nained &na, and withsome 
verj harsh langoage, hd pnsheđ him out of 
ihe cairiage, and the old man, £sdling on the 
gnmnđ, hurt one of his legs YeTy much. He 
aiosei but said not a word to the magistrate, 
and quietly went on with the guarđ, as if > 
oothing had happened. At last he reached 
the city, and was carried at once before the 
coort The govemor said to him, ' Are you 
PoIycarp?' He answered, 'I am.' Then he 
sud to him, < Swear, curse Christ, and I will 
set you firee.' The old man answered < Eighty 
and sijc years have I servM him, andhe neyer 
iajaied me; howcan Icursemy Eing and mj 
SsLviour^" 

^ Oh, Unde Philip ! was not that a beautifiil 
aQ8wer?'' 

^Bewtiful, indeed, my children: and I 
never think of Polycarp's answer without 
nomembering that it would be hard tofind 
the person who could say that Christ had ever 
injared him. But I am sorry that it is not 
difficult to find many who hate, and would 
injure Christ The govemor went on, and 
pressed him still to deny Christ. * No,' says 
Polycarp, ' for I teli thee freely I am a Chris- 
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tian.' Then the govemor orđeređ it to be 
proclaimed that Polycarp hađ owned himself 
t Christian, and must therefore đie. 

" When the crowđ heard this, they shouteđ 
for joy, and desired that he might be throwii 
to the wilđ beasts ; but as it did not happen 
to be the time for the public games, wbeii 
wi]d beasts were kept for men to fight witfi, 
their wish was not granted; and Polycarp 
was ordeređ, at their request, to be bumt 
alive. As soon as the order was given, off ran 
the Jews and heatbens to the baths, and 
to the different market-places, where wood 
was kept, and in a very short time gath^red 
t(^ther a pile for buming the poor old msn. 
When they brought him to it, they were 
going to nail him fast, but he said to them, 
* Leave me thus, I pray, unfastened : He who 
has enabled me to abide the fire, will give me 
strength aiso to remain firm on the štake.' 
Then he asked them to give him time to pray. 
Would you like to hear the prayer which he 
made ?" 

" Oh yes, Uncle Philip ; what did he say ? 
Did he pray that God would punish his wicked 
persecutors ?" 

" Oh no ; this was his prayer : — ' O Lord ! 
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Almightjr God! the Father of th7 be- 
loved Son, Jesus Christ ! through wh(Hn we 
have leoeived the knowleđge of thee ! Ood 
of the angels, anđ of the wholecrealion, of tfaa 
wfaole human race, and of the saints who live 
before thy presence ! I thank thee that thou 
bast thought me worthy, this day, and this 
hour, to share the cup of Christ, among the 
njomber of thy witnefi8es, for the resurrection 
to etemal life, both of sool and body, in the in- 
conniption of the Holy Ohost : — among whom 
iDay I be received into thy presence this day9 
as an acceptable sacrifice, as thou, the fiuthfiil 
aad irue God hast oidained, promised« and art 
itow fulfilling. For this, and for every thing, 
I praise thee, I hless thee, I glorify thee, 
thiough the etemal High-priest, Jesus Ghrist, 
thy beloveđ Son, by whom, and W3th whom, 
in the H61y Špirit, be g^ory to thee, both now 
and ffa ever. Amen.' 

^ As soon as he said amen, they set fire to 
liie wood, and it faiazed up, but aiched around 
him like the sail of a ship filled with wind ; 
and one of those present, seeing that his bođy 
wail not burnt, plunged a sword into him, 
when he fell down into the flames and wa8 
Mon consumed. The Christians gathered up 
q2 
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what was left of his bones, and buried them ; 
and this was the end of PoIycarp, bishop of 
Smyma, in the year of our Lord 167, though 
some think it was in the year 148 ; and when 
he was supposed to be about one hundred and 
twenty years old." 

" And a very interesting story it is, Uncle 
Philip, and we thank you for it. And now 
teli us, if you please, what he wrote that has 
come down to our times." • 

" There is but one writing of his of wfaich 
I know any thing, and that is a letter to the 
church of the Philippians. Now let us see 
how it will agree with our lHevr Testament 
Here I read, ' Do we not know that the saints 
shall judge the world, as Paul teaches ?' Now, 
Mary, I think you will find that Paul does 
teach that, in 1 Corinthians vi. 12." 

" Ye8, Uncle Philip, he does : — * Do ye noi 
know that the saints shaUjftdge the warld T " 

" Well, here Polycarp speaks again : — ^^ For ' 
I trust that ye are well exercised in the Holy 
Scriptures ; as in these scriptures it is said,— 
Be ye angry^ and sin not. And, Let not the 
3un go doum upon your wraih! Mary, look 
at Ephesians 'vr. 26." 

''I have fininđ it, Uncle Phihp : — ^ Be ye 
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angry^ and sin not : let not the sun go down 
up9n youT wraih} " 

'^Unde Philip, I have thought of some- 
thing." 

«Whatisit?'' 

" Why, Poljrcarp calls the Epistle to the 
Ephesians, Holy Scriptures.^ < 

" Terjr true ; and I sbould think that thej 
were in pretty general use, too, when Polycarp 
hopes that ali the people in the chuich at 
Philippi, were well exercised in them. But 
let us go on. St. Paul, you know, wrote an 
epistle to these same Philippians. Let us see 
if PolycaTp knew any thing about such a letter. 
I think he diđ, for here he says,-^* For neither 
I, nor any one else like me, can come up to 
the wisdom of the blessed and Tenowned 
Paul,.who, when absent, wrote unto you an 
epistle, into which, if ye look, you will be able 
to eđify your8elves in the faith which has been 
delivered to you.' " i 

"Ah, it is plain enough, Uncle Philip, that 
Polycarp believed that Paul wrote the Epistle 
to the Philippians." i 

"So I think: but let us proceed. Here is 
a sentence from Polycarp's letter, — * Remem* 
beiing what the Lord said, teaching : — ^Judge 
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not, tfaat ye be not juđged ; forgive, and ye shall 
be forgiven ; be ye merciful, that ye may ob- 
tain mercy ; with what measure ye mete, it 
shall be measured to you again ; and blesseđ 
are the poor, and they that aie persecuted 
for righteousness' šake, for theirs is the king- 
dom of God.' Now, MaTy, read first Mat- 
thew V« 3." 

"It sajs,-^^ Blessed are the poor m apirii^ 
fw theirs is the kingđam of heavenJ '' 

"Now verseZ." 

<' Blessed are the merct/idj far ihey shall 
abtain inercy.^ 

"Now verse 10." 

^' Blessed are they that are persecuted for 
righteousness sake^ for theirs is the kingdom 
ofheaum^ 

« Now Matthew vii. 1 and 2." 

" Judge not, that ye be not judged. And 
toUh what measure ye m^e, it shall be meas- 
ured to f/ou againJ^ 

** Now tum to Luke vi. 20." 

^ Blessed be ye poor, for y€wrs is the king* 
dom of OodJ" 

« Once more, Mary ; the 36th, 87th, and 
38th verses of that chapter." 

^^Beye therefore mercifulj as yoHr Fatiner 
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alsb is fnerdfud. Judgenot^andye shaUnct 
bejudgeđj—forgive, and ye shaU beforgiven : 
for vnth the same measure thai ye mete^ it 
shall be measured to y<m againP 

"Well, my children, every one of these 
passages which Maiy bas just read for mb aie 
put down in our New Testament as the worđs 
of Christ. So now you may see for jrour- 
selves where Polycarp found out that the Lord 
had taught such things as Polycarp said he 
had taught. Now we will read from the good 
olđ man again. 

"Here he says, — ^ Ab the Lord hath said: 
the Špirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is 
weak.'" 

"Uncle Philip, the Lord did say that to 
the disciples when tbey w«re sleepy, and could 
not watcb : for I read it to my mother, last 
Sunday, in the Bible.'' 

1 '< I know he said it, and you may find an 
aceount of it in Matthew xxvi. 41.^ * 

" But I read it in Mark, Uncle Philip." 

<< I dare say you did, for it is also recorded 
m Mark xiv. 38." 

« Here again, Polycarp sajrs, — ' Whom God 
haih raised, having loosed the pains of hell.' 
Look at Acts ii. 24." 
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^< It is here, sir, — < Whom Chd hath raised 
upj having loosed the pains of deaih! " 

<' Well, here is anottier passage^ — ^ And we 
must ali štand before the judgmentHieat of 
Christ.' You wiU find the same woTđ8, Marjr, 
if you wi]l look, in Romans xiy. 10.' 

« I have found it, Uncle Philip :— ' We shaU 
ali štand hefcre the judgment-seai of Christ J " 

" My children, I could go on for an hoor 
giving you gnotations from the New Testa- 
ment b7 Polycarp; but I wish not lo 
&tigue you, and so you shall have but one 
more :— <In whom, though 3rou see him not, 
ye believe, and believing, ye rejoice with joy 
unspeakable and fiiU of glory.' Now look at 
the first Epistle of Peter i. 8«" 

"It is here, Uncle Philip; — ^In v)hom, 
though vmD jfou see him nat, yet beHeving^ 
ye refoice with joy unspeakable and fuU of 

<< Uncle I%ilip, in how manyplace8 đoes 
Polycarp quote firom our Ncw Testament, or 
alludetoit?" 

'^ In thirty-eight difierent places, my chii- 
đren, though his letter is but a short one. 
Besides this, he calls the gospels and epistles 
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the oracles of the Lord, and the Holy Scrip- 
tures.*' 

" Well, now, Uncie Philip, I wish to write 
đowii9 as I đid before, the names of the books 
&om which F6lycarp has copied. Will you 
be so good as to mention them ?" 

^ Yes, I haire written them for you on this 
bit of paper. They are Matthew, Luke, 1 
Corinthians, Ephesians, Philippians, 1 and 2 
Thessalonians ; these he quotes : and he refers, 
or alludes, to Acts, Romans, 2 Corinthians, 
Oalatiaiis, 1 and 2 Timothy, 1 Peter, and 
1 John. And now, my children, do you think 
aDybody knew of the books of our New 
Testament in the first hundred years after 
Christ?" 

" Enew of them ! why certainly they did, 
Uncle Philip. You have read to us a greai 
many sentences which show that they must 
have known the very same things which are 
written in our Bible, and you said that you 
could haye read many more.'' ' 

^ Yes, my dear children, I think that I could 
have lead nearly, if not quite, five hundred; 
and I have no doubt that the greater part of 
the books in our New Testament were not 
0Qly in general use towards the end of the 
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first hunđređ years afier our Saviour, but that 
th6y hađ aiso before that time been collecteđ 
into one volume. 

'< And now, my chilđren, I bave one tbing 
more to 8ay before I teli you the stories which 
I promised you ; it is this :— there is not ao- 
other ancient book in the woTld which bas as 
much proof from four authors, living about 
the time when it appeared, to show that it ia 
genuine, as can be produced for the New 
Testament, — ^firom Barnabas, and dement, and 
l^atius, and Poljrcarp. I wish yon to xe- 
member this. And now for the stories. 

^< The first one which I shall relate is about 
a CSiristian woman named Vivia Perpetua. 
She was a young lađy belonging to a noUe 
fimiily, and was but little more than twenty 
year8 old when she was put into prison fo^ 
being a Christian. Her father was a heath^i, 
but her mother was a Christian. I do not 
know what her husband was: but she wa8 
yery much beloved by ali her relaticHis, and 
at the time of her imprisonment she hađ a 
young child, an infant at the breast. BefiNre 
she wa8 imprisoned she was kept for some 
day8under a guard ; and during tfus time her 
poor old ftther visitedher, and asheloved her 
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▼ery much, he most earnestly entreateđ of her 
to give up her religion, and save her life. 
There was a jar, or vessel to hold water, in 
the room; she pointed to it, and said, < Father, 
can you give any other name than jar to that 
vessel V He answeređ, No. < No more can I 
call myself by any other name than that of 
Christian/ said she. The poor old &ther, half- 
distracteđ, threw himself upon her, and would 
have đone her some serious injury, in his 
rage, had he not been prevented." 

^' For some days she saw no more of her 
fitther. 'When they put her into the prison, 
she said that at first she was yery much 
terrified, for she had never before seen such a 
place of horrible darkness. She had alwa3rs 
Uved in great comfort, for her isamlj was 
rich: besides, the crowd of prisoners wa8 
yery great, and the weather was warm ; and 
she was yery anzious about her infant, which 
she had with her. Her friends, howeyer, by 
pa3ring money, got her remoyed to a more 
comfortable part of the prison ; and then, for 
seyeral da3rs, Perpetua said, she was as happy 
as she eyer was ; for God comforted her, so 
that the prison became a palače to her. At 
lengthi a day was fixed for her trial, and her 
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aged and heart-broken father visited her ih 
the prison, the night before, and again tried 
to persuade her to renounce Christianity. 
' If I bave brought you up/ said he, ' to this 
age, — ^if I have loved you more than I ever 
did yoar brothers, do not take away fjpom me 
my re8pectability/ The old man tboug^t 
that if his daughter was p 
his family would be dis{ 
cm talking to her : — ' Thi 
and your aunt, and your 1 
die if you are taken away 
priđe and obstinacy, or y 
And then the sorrowful 
hands, and kissing them i 
at last fell on his knees a 
as if his heart was brok 
daughter the mistress of 
of ali that was dear to him. Ali this, as you 
may well suppose, my chilđren, distrei^eđ 
Perpetua very much : but she could not denj 
her God ; so she could only say to her fiither, 
that when she was brought before the court, 
God would order every thing as he thought 
best. Here is a picture of the old man visit- 
mg his daughter in the prison. 
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'^ The next day Perpetua was carrieđ before 
the juđge ; and after several other prisonen 
had been examined, just as it čame to her 
turn, her poor old &ther sQddenly stood be- 
fore her with her child in his arms, and once 
more began to entreat her. Even the jndge 
vrss moveđ when he saw this, and spoke to 
Perpetua. * Spare the old age of your fitther, 
and the helplessness of your babe,' said he : 
^sacrifice to our gods.' Perpetua answeTeđ, 
* I will do nothing of that kind.' ' Are you a 
Christian 7 said the judge. *I am,' was the 
reply of this noble woman. When she said 
this, her fether tried to drag her by force out 
of the court ; and the judge ordered him to 
be driven away. One of the officers struck 
him a violent blow with his staflF. ' Oh !' said 
Pferpetua, * I felt that blow as if it had fallcn 
on myself, to see my father so treated in his 
old age.^ 

"The prisoners were ali sentenced to be 
thrown to the wild beasts, and were ordered 
back to the prison until the time čame* Per- 
petua sent to her father, to ask for her child that 
it might be with her as long as she was suffered 
to live ; but he would not send it. He however 
visited her himself, and tried, as before, to 
h2 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



90 'cONVS&flATIONS ON THB 

prevail upon her to renounoe her leligion; 
but she ooDtinued firm to the last. After a 
time, the day čame for her đeath, and Perpe- 
tua, with another woman named Felicitas, 
was put mto a net and thrown to a wild cow. 
The animal gored hejr with its horiis, and 
threw her wounded upon the ground. She 
arose, and very calmly gathered her hair, 
which was fljdng in ali đirections, and fixed it 
as wdl as she coulđ with her hands, so that 
the7 might ali see she was perfectly col- 
lected. None of the prisoners, but one, was 
killed by the wild beasts ; so the people cried 
out that they shoulđ be put to death with a 
8Word. Perpetua was brought forward again, 
and the last act of her life showed that she 
was to the Tery end the same fearless and 
noble Christian woman. The man who wa8 
ordered to kili her was very much agitated, 
and trembled so much that he missed bis aim, 
and wounded her with bis sword unnecessa- 
rily. VRiea she saw tbis, she took hold of 
bis band, which had a dagger in it, and 
guided it to her own throat. He thrust it in, 
and she fell dead at bis feet. And tbis, my 
children, was the end of Vivia Perpetua. 
And now teli me, wbat do you think of it 7* 
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^' Why, Uncie Philip, she was very brave, 
for a woman." 

^^And what mađe her brave, my child? 
Đo you suppose she thooght her religion waa 
true, or false ?" 

^* Oh, she must have thought it was true." 

<^ So I think, my children ; and more than 
that, I believe that she felt it to be true in her 
own heart. Now a man may know that the 
Christian religion is true, and yet live as if it 
were false. Such a man does not feel it to 
be true, for he does not obey it, and therefore it 
gives him no comfort. A man's head may 
nnderstand well enough why it is ali true ; 
but a man's heart must feel it to be so before 
he will try to obey it." 

" Well, dear Uncle Philip, there is one thing 
I wish you wou]d teli us. Now I believe it 
is ali true ; how shall I feel it, so that I will 
love toobeyit?" 

" God will help you, my children, if 3rou 
ask of him. Pray to him for the Holy Špirit, 
and you may leam more in a short space 
than Uncle Philip could teach you in a life- 
time. I know of nothing else but prayer, by 
which we can be brought to feel the truth 
and the comfort of Christianity ; and I am 
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rare I know of nothing better worth asking 
for, than the helps of the HoIy Špirit ; and I 
reađ in the Bible that God is yer7 kinđ to- 
warđ8 us, and willing to give us the Špirit, if 
we ask of Him in sinceritjr, and in the name 
of his Uessed Son, our Lord Jesus CSirist. 
And I have no doubt that Perpetua wbs filled 
with Christian courage, because she hsiđ 
prayed; and Ood had given unto her the 
Špirit to instruct, and to comfort, and to 
strengthen her. But it is time to go on with 
another 8tor7 : before I begin it, howeyer, as 
I wi8h you not to fisdl into mistakes, let 
me teli you that I selected Perpetua's story to 
relate, merely because I thought you would 
like it, as it is a striking story.'' 

^ And so we do like it, Unde Philip." 
\ " Very well, I am glad you do ; but you 
must remember, that as to the time when she 
was put to death, it was not in the first hun- 
dred years, of which we have been talking; 
but it was very soon after the year 200. It ]m 
notof much conseguence, but still I wish you 
not to be misled, and to hear firom me nothing 
but what I believe to be true. And now I 
think I must teli you the history of a Chris- 
tian ćhilđ, who was put to death for his reli. 
gion : woulđ you like to hear it T 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



BVIDfiNCES OF CHRISTIANITT. 93 

** Oh ye8, Uncie Philip, by ali means. Was 
it aboy or agirl?" 

" The stoiy I am tbinking of is about a 
boy, whose name was Cyril. But there axe 
some aiso conceming girls, and perhaps we 
may talk of them hereafter." 

" Well, Uncle Philip, go on now about 0]nril, 
if you please«" 

" This Cjrril liveđ, my children, about the 
yeaT 257, at a place called Csesarea. There 
were several places of thatname, but thiswa8 
in Cappadocia. Somehow or other the chilđ 
had heard about Jesus Christ ; and it was not 
long after that he began to pray to Him. His 
fiftther was no Christian, and therefore he 
threatened to punish his son, if he did not 
cease prajring to Jesus. The child would not 
oease, but prayed to him more than ever ; and 
ihea his &ther beat him. He still, however, 
persevered ; the other boys of that place who 
knew him, laughed at him, and at last hated 
him for being a Christian; and finaliy his 
father tumed him out of doors, and drove 
him away firom his house, without giving 
him any thing." 

"Stop there a moment, Uncle Philip, if 
y<m please. There is a boy in our school 
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ju8t like those hojs who hateđ Gyril. He 
laughed at me because I toldhim that I woiild 
not for a great đeal go to bed withoat<8ayiiig 
my prayers.'' 

^ Then he acteđ Tery wickeđly ; and 3roa 
must remember, whenever yoa 8ay yom 
prayers, to pray for that boy, and ask God to 
make him better. That is your daty : will 
you do it?'* 

« Why, yes, I will, Unde Philip ; bat I waa 
▼ery angry with him for laughing at me." 

** I dare 8ay you were. But bis langfaing 
did you no harm, though your own anger 
did you much. Who was it that said ^For- 
give us our trespasses, as we forgive tfaoee 
who trespasss against us ?" 

*'It wa8 our blessed Saviour, sir. I see, I 
see, Uncle Philip ; you need not say any more ; 
my duty is to forgive him : and I will ask God 
to help me to do so." 

'< Right, my dear child : adhere to that rale 
and God will bless you. No man's enmity 
can then harm you, but it will tend to make 
your soul better and happier. But let me go 
on with Cyril, who, I dare say, yery fally 
forgave bis young acquaintances who hateđ 
him without a caiise. When the poor boy 
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was đriven from bis father's bouse, he waa 
BOCU taken by the officers and carried before 
the juđge. He was enraged against Cjnril« 
but Atili, as he was mere]y a cbild, he thougbt 
Aat he oould coax or frigbten him out of bis 
leligion. So, 8ays he, < My child, I will for- 
give your faults, your fiitber sball take you 
kack again, and when he is dead you sball 
have ali bis estate, if you will act like a sensi- 
ble boy, and give up your Cbristianity.' The 
blessed boy answered him, <I am willing 
diat you should find fault with me, and Uame 
me. My fatber bas tumed me out of our 
house, and I am willing to bear it fbr Grod's 
šake ; for wben I die, he will give me a better 
house tban my father's : and I am not afraid 
to die.' The judge ihen thougbt that he 
would frigbten him : so he ordered the officers 
to bind him, and carry him off to be bumt ; 
but he had also ordered them priyately not to 
bum him, but merely to show him the fire. 
THiea they retumed with him, tbey told the 
judge that the child did not even shed a tear, 
or show any alarm at the fire. The judge 
then spoke to him again: 'My child, you 
have seen the fire ; be wise, and go back to 
your fistttefs house and fortune.* The fear- 
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less lad, answering in a voice as firm as its 
bojrish tones wouId allow, mađe even the 
officers, wfao were accustomed to persecudcms 
and cruelty, weep when they heard hinh 
' It was not kind,' said he to the juđge, < to 
bring me back again ; I am not afraidof yoiir 
fire. I wish not for my father's house. The 
fire would send me to a better house than 
his ; therefore, kili me, and let me go to it' 
The juđge then ordered him to be put to 
death, and it was done. And now, with 
this story of Cjnril, I think it is time to stop 
for the ptesent. So good-by to you, my 
children." 
« Good day, Uncle Philip.'' 
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OONVERSATION VL 

Vncle Philip teaches Children to be humble^ 
€tnd reads to them oni of the toritings of 
four good old men. 

"Unclb Philip, I have been thinking 
much about that story of C3rril." 

" Well, and what have you thought ?" 

" Why, Cyril must have felt that what he 
believed about Christ was true ; and CjijI, you 
know, was but a boy." 

" Very good : and what does that prove ?" 
' <' It proves, I think, that a boy inay be re- 
ligious as well as a man." * 

■ " Yes ; a boy, no doubt, may be very reli- ' 
gious, and inany good men of whom we read 
weTe pious from a very early age. King 
Edward, of whom I told you, was an instance 
of a very religious boy. But let us be carefiU 
here not to make a mistake. I have read th^ 
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lives of some chilđren, who were representeđ 
as having ali the religious knowledge of ver7 
aged Christians. Now I do not exactly be- 
lieve ali these stories. I think that God wi]l 
teach a child who pra3rs to him, to see his 
dut7 in most cases^ and he will give him 
strength, too, to do his daty when he sees it ; 
and such a child may know more about 
Christianity than a vncked man knows ; bat 
he will not know half as much as a good man 
does, who prajrs as feryently as the child can. 
Little boys and girls have much to leam in 
religion, as well as in eyerything dse, for 
people are not bom pious: now chilđren 
must leam by degrees, for their minds must 
grow, just as much as their bodies, and some 
things in religion they cannot understand 
until their minds get older. If we had no 
heads to thihk, I believe that we should know 
yery Uttle about religion. One of the greatest 
purposes for which God has given us reason 
is, that we may think of, and examine, and un- 
derstand his religion ; but if a little child, 
whose reason is very little, can understand ali 
about it, I do not see what use there was in 
giving reason f(Mr this purpose to men and 
women. If the child can understand it with* 
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mt reason, 8urely his father and mother can ; 
and yet God gave them reason to understand 
it. Do you know what I mean ?" 

«Yes, Uncle Philip: you believe that 
though a child cannot know as much about 
God and reiigion as an old person, yet, if he 
be a good child, and prays to God to teach 
him, and to help him to be good, that God 
will help him, and he may be religious." 

" Yes, my dear children, I am sure of it, for 
God can make praise come 'out of the 
mouths of babes and suckiings ;' and such a 
cfaild niay have the Špirit of God, and may 
trust in our blessed Saviour, and know, too, 
wfaat be is doing, and yet there will be a great 
deal in reiigion which he cannot understand. 
And before I go on to something else, let me 
teli you, there is one thing, my children, 
whidi such a child will not do." 
, '* What is that, Uncle Philip ?" 

^ Such a child wi]l never unđertake to teach 
CSiristians^ dder than himself. He ml\ rather 
seek to be taught by them. And now are 
yon reađy to go back to the old books again?" 

«Yes, Uncle Philip. Will you not have 
some more stories to teli us about those first 
Ghristians?'' 
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" Very probably I shall ; but are you listen- 
ing for the šake of the stories merely ?" 

"No, no, sir; but I do like the stories, 
Unele Philip ; and when you teli us one about 
any of these old men, it helps me to remember 
what you readout oftheir writings.'' • 

" That is just what I wished it should do. 
Now let us proceed. We have done with the 
first hundred years, let us take the next hun- 
dred." 

" Are there many writers in the next hun- 
dred years, Unele Philip ?" 

"Many more than in the first: there are 
between twenty and thirty, but I shall read 
firom a few only, and the first which I shall 
bring forward is, 

THE TESTIMONT OF PAPIAS. 

" Papias flourished between the years 110 
and 116, and I shall just read what he says 
as to certain facts. <Matthew,' says he, 
'wrote the divine oracles in the Hebrew 
tongue.' You will remember that I told you 
some leamed men have supposed that Mat- 
thew's gospel was written first in Hebrew: 
if it was, it wa8 very soon translated into 
Greek, for ali the places which I have read to 
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3rou out of the writer8 of the first centur7, 
when Matthew is guoteđ, are in Greek, and 
just like the Greek Testament which we nov 
have. At any rate, bere is proof that in the 
year 116, MattheVs gospel was known, and 
people csdled it his. In another place, Papias 
is speaking about St. Mark, and this is what 
he says : — ' And this the presbyter said — ^ " 

'<Who does he mean by the presb]rtery 
UnclePhiUp?" 

<< The whole passage shows that he means 
John; but let me go on: — <And this the 
presbyter said : — ^Mark, being the interpreter 
of Peter, wrote exactly whal he remembered, 
but not in the order in which things were 
spoken or done by Christ. He followed Peter, 
who made his discourses for the profit of those 
who heard him, but not in the way of a 
r^^ular history of our Lord's words. How- 
ever, Mark committed no mistake, for one 
thing he made his care, to omit nothing \(4uch 
he had heard (firom Peter), and to say nothing 
fiJse in what he related :' this is what PaiHas 
8ays about St. Mark." 

"Uncle Philip, I thmk that Mark would 

9bow what he wrote to Peter; would you not 

thinkso?" 

i2 
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<< Yes ; and we bappen to bave proof that 
he did do so. Give me that large book. This 
book was written by a man named Clement, 
of Alezandria, wbo lived in tbe second hun- 
dred years, not long afier Papias ; and bere is 
a place in wbicb be sajrs tbat Peter read over 
tbe book of Mark, and said it was ali correct 
So bere we bave proof tbat Mark's gospel was 
known as far back as firom 110 to 116, and 
Jobn puts its credit upon tbe fact tbat it re- 
lated truly wbat Peter bad said. 

'< I sball say no more now about Papias, 
becanse I am anxious to bring anotber wit- 
ness. 

THE TESTIMONT OF JUSTIN MARTTR. 

" Uncle Pbilip, wby was be called Martjrr ; 
was be put to deatb V^ 

"Yes. Justin was a very leamed man, 
bom in tbe year 103, and kiUed about tbe 
3rear 164. He was not a Gbristian until be 
wa8 tbirty years old. He bad travelled a 
great deal, and bad every opporttlnity of see* 
ing bow tbe Gbristians acted, and of finding 
out wbat tbey believed. Wben tbe Roman 
emperors were cruelly persecuting tbe poor 
Gbristians, Justin wrote two apologies for 
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điem. In his first apology there is this sen- 
tence: — 'At the same time, an angel was 
sent to ttie same virgin, sa3ring, Behold thou 
shalt conceive in thy womb by the Holy 
Ghost ; and thou shalt bring forth a son, and 
he shall be called the Son of the HighesL 
And thou shalt call his name Jesus, fbr he 
shall save his people from their sins: as 
they have taught who have written the hi8tory 
of ali things concerning our Saviour Jesus 
CSirist, and we believe them.' 

^'Here is another place in the. same apol- 
ogy : — ' But lest we should seem to deceive 
you, it may be fit to lay before you some of 
the doctrines of Christ. flis words were 
short, for he was no sophist — ^ " 
« What is a sophist, Uncle Philip ?' 
'^A cunning man, who seems to reason 
fidrly and truly, when he does not ; — * he was 
no sophist, but his word was the power of 
God: he spoke in this manner' — ^And if thy 
right eye offend thee, pluck it out : for it is 
better for thee to enter into the kingdom of 
heaven with one eye, than hating two eyes 
to be čast into etemal fire.' Now Christ did 
8ay these wo7đs, my children, and they are 
written in our gospels. 
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" Now I will reađ you another ^ace, wliere 
in the same page he guotes Matthew, and 
Mark, and Luke. ^And in other words he 
says, Depart from me into outer darknesSj 
v)hich the Pather has preparedfar Satan and 
his angelsJ T^iese worđs aie in Matthew 
xxr. 41. < And again he said, in other woidfii, 
Igive unio youpau>er to iread upon serpents^ 
and scorpionsj and venomous heasts^ andupon 
aU the powers ofthe enemij! These you will 
find in Luke x. 19. 'And befoie he was 
cru^ified, he said, The Son ofmanmustsuffer 
many things, and be rejected of the seribes 
and Pharisees, and be cmcified^ and rise 
again the third day! These woTđs are in 
]\^k viii. 31. 

'< Besiđes these, I am pretty sure that he 
had John's gospel, too ; for in one place, where 
he is speaking of John the Baptist, he Bejp^ 
'They suspected him to be the Ghrist, to 
whom he said, I am not the Ghrist, but the ^ 
voice of one crTing, there will come one 
mightier than me, whose shoe-latchets I am 
not worthy to bear.' I think he leamed this 
firom John i. 20, 23, 27. And here is a sen- 
tence which he must have got firom St. John^ 
gospel, for it is not written an3rwhere else in 
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the Bible, but in John iii., ' For Christ him- 
self has saiđ, Except ye be bam again^ ye shall 
not enter into the kingdom of heaven. Now 
let me show you some facts firom Justin's 
i^tings, and then we will pass on to the next 
testimony. Here are two sentences which I 
wish you to notice particularly :— -* For đie 
apostlćs in the memoirs composeđ by them, 
which are called gospels, bave thus đelivered 
ity that Jesus commanđeđ them to take breađ, 
and give tiianks.' That is one ; here is the 
other. He is gi ving an accomit to the Roman 
emperor of the manner in which the Chris- 
tians worshipped ; and he says, < The memoirs 
of the apostles, or the writings of the prophets, 
are reađ according as the time a]lows: and 
when the^reader has ended, the president 
makes a discourse, exhorting to tfa& imitation 
of such excellent things.' 

<< So you perceive that Justin had ali our 
gospels ; that apostles wrote them ; that they 
were collected together, they were open for 
everybody to see them, they were read in 
public worship, and Christians were instructed 
out of them. Besides, I think that we leam 
from Justin, that this was probably the prao- 
lice of aU the Christian churches ; for he had 
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travelleđ much, and seen most of them. He 
wa8 giving an accouDt of Christians to the 
Roman emperor ; and he knew if he told an 
untruth, it wouId be found out immediately. 
^We learn, too, that the people must have 
thooght much of these gospels, or they>troiiId 
not have been instructed out of them. And 
besides the gospeis, I have now to teli you 
that Justm refers to, or quotes, Acts, 1 Corin- 
thians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, 
Golossians, 2 Thessalonians, HebrewS| 2 
Peter, and Revelations ; and he says expre8sly 
that this last was written by John. Now let 
tur prooeed to 

THB TSSTIMONT OF IRENETJS. 

'< Do you remember my speakftig to j^m 
of Polycarp T 

" Oh yes, Uncle Philip ; very well." 
« This Ireneus, then, was a pupil of Poly- ' ^ 
carp, and the first thing which I shall read &om I 
him is a long sentence in which he mentions ali ] 
the gospels. Here it is : — < For we havo not 
received the knowIedge of the way of our 
salvation by any others than those by vluMn 
the gospel bas been brought to us : wliich 
gošpel they first preached, and afterwaid9 by 
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the will of Gody committed to writing that it 
might be for time to come the pillar and 
founđation of our faith. For after that our 
Lord rose firom the deađ, and they (the aposh 
tles) were endued from above with the p6wer 
of the Holy Ghost coming down upon theiUi 
they received a perfect knowIedge of ali 
things. They then went forth to ali the enđs 
of the earth, dedaring to men the blessings 
of heayenly peace, having ali of them, and 
every one alike, the gospel of God. MattheW| 
then among the Jews, wrote a gospel in their 
own language, while Peter and Paul were 
preaching the gospel at Bome, and founding 
a church there. And after their đeparturoi 
Mark also, the disciple and interpreter of Peter, 
^livered to us in writing the things that had 
been preached by Peter : and Luke, the com* 
panion of Paul, put down in a book the 
gospel preached by Paul. Afterward John, 
the disciple of the Lord, who also leaned upon 
his breast, he likewi8e puUished a goepel 
wfaile he dwelt at Ephesus, in Asia.' " 

« Why, Uncle Philip, it is plain that tim 
man had the gospels, and knew, too, who wrote 

them.** 
« Tes ; but here is another pc^asage whichi 
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makes it plainer stUl : ' The gospel according 
to John declares Christ's glorious and pd* 
mai7 generation from the Father— /n the be- 
ginning V)a8 the ward. But the gospel ac- 
cording to Luke, being of a prie8tly character, 
begins with Zacharias the priest oATering; 
incense to God. Matthew relates his genera- 
tion according to man— 7%e Aoofc ofihe gen- 
eration ofJesus Christ, the sm ofDamd^ the 
em of Abraham. Mark begins from the 
prophetic špirit which čame down from 
above to men, saying,— TA« begirming ofthe 
gospel of Jesw Christ as it is tvrUten in 
Esaias the prophet! What say you now, 
children T 

"Oh, he had our gospeH for he tells us the 
beginning of his, and I believe they are just 
Kke ours." 

« They are so. The Acts of the Apostles 
is a book very often quoted by Ireneus, and 
he says expre8sly that Luke wrote it. As to 
St Paul's epistles, he quotes thirteen of them, 
and sa3rs ihat Paul wrote them. I hava 
written down on this paper some of his sen- 
tences, with the sentences from the New Tes- 
tament by the side of them, that you might 
»ee them ali at once ; and if yoti will seek 
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the places in the Kew Testament, you will 
finđ them ali correct. Here Mary, read thi« 
paper." 



IRENEUS. 

'* This same thing Paul has 
ezplaineđ, writing to the Ro- 
mana : Paulf on e^tostle ofJesus 
Christ, separaled to the gospd of 
Cod,» 

" And again, ^riting of Is- 
rael to the Romana, he 8ays : — 
W}iom on thš fUhenf and of 
whom, as conceming the fletht 
Christ camef uho is Ood over ali 
hUssedfor ««r." 

*'Thi8 alao Paul manife8tly 
8how8 iu hia Epiatle to the 
Corinthians, 8aying, — More- 
&oerf brethrefij I UHmld not that ye 
^»omldbeignoranty hmotkatailour 
faihers were under the doud." 

" Paul, in the second to the 
"Ckvinthiana : — In tehom the god 
of this toorld has bUnded the eyes 
ofthem that beUeve not.** 

"The apoetle Paul8ay8, in 
the Epistle to the Galatiana :— 
TVTierefore then seroeth the kao 
oftvorks? Ittoasaddeduntilthe 
sesđ shoidd tome to vihom the 
framise toas mode,** 

**Ab the blesaed Paul «ays 
in tb« Epiatla to the Ephe- 



ST. PAUL. 

VPaul, a senrant of Jeaoa 
Chriat, called to be an apoatle, 
separated unto the goopel of 
God." Romana Li. 

" ^hoae are the iathera, and 
of whom as conceming the 
fleah, Christ čame, who is otet 
aUGodbleaaedforerer." Ro- 
mana ix. 5. 

" Moreover, bretliim, I irould 
not that ye ahould be ignorant 
how that ali our fathers were 
under the cloud." 1 Corintht- 
an0X. L 

'In whom the god of thia 
workl haih bUnded the minds 
ofthem which believe not" 2 
Corinthians iv. 4. 

** Wherefore then aeireth 
the law? It wa8 ađded bt- 
cause of transgresaiona, tiU the 
seed should come to ^hom 
the promise wa8 mađe." CMar 
tianaiiL 19. 

*' For we are^membera of hia 
body, of hia flesh, and of hia 
jbonea.** ^hfMtansT.m 
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IRBNEUS. 



" Againhe (Paul) 8ay8, in the 
EpUtle to the Coloasians:— 



8T. PAUL. 



"Luke, the beloTed physi- 
cian, and Demas greet jou." 
Cdoenans vr. U. 



" Thank you, Mary. I have written đown 
these sentences, my children, mereljr to show 
you how Ireneus quotes the epistles of St. 
Paul: and ia this manner he mentions by 
name every epistle of St. PauPs except Phile- 
mon and Hebrevtrs. He quotes Hebrews, but 
đoes not say that it is PauPs. Besides these, 
he quotes James ; 1 and 2 Peter (and say8 
expres8ly, the first was written by Peter) ; 
1 and 2 John he quote8 as John's ; Jude, and 
Revelation, which he also quotes as John's." 

" Uncle Philip, ali this is very strong proof 
that Ireneus had our New Testament." 

" There can be no doubt of it, my children,. 
in the minds of honest people. But I have 
not yet done with him. I think that in his day, 
the books of the New Testament were col- 
lected together into one ; for he speaks in his 
writings of 'the scriptures;' 'the gospels;' 
I the divine scriptures;' 'the divine oMcIes ;' 
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' the scriptures of the Lord.' He has also thk 
expressioii, — *The cođe of thie New Testa- 
ment, as well as the Old.' 

"Now, my chilđren, remember that this 
man was taught by Polycarp, and Polycarp 
wa8 taught by St. John hunself, and was the 
companion of the apostles. Here then is a 
naan who had the very best opportunity in 
his day of knowing what the apostles did, 
and what books they held sacred, and who 
was supposed, at that early period, to have 
written these books; and we find him weU 
acquainted with every book in our New Tes- 
tament except two short ones, Philemon and 
3 John, which he probabIy had no special 
occasion to use : and we find him also in 
every case but one or two, naming as the 
authors the very persons whom we at this 
đay think were the authors. 

'< Now I shall read to you out of one more 
old book, and then we will stop for this morn- 
ing. ^ We come now to 



j> 



THE TESTIM0NY OP TEtlTULLIAN. 

4 

« Who was this Tertullian, Uncie Philip?" 

" He was born at Oarthage, which was then 

the principal city of Africa, and studied the 
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Roman law. He was a very goođ Gieek 
•cholar also ; though the books out of which 
I shall read to you are in Latin. Here is 
something about the gospels : — ' To conciuđe, 
among the apostles, John and Matthew teach 
us the £Etith, among apostolic men, Mark and 
Luke refresh it.' " 

<< Uncle Philip, why does he call Mark and 
Luke apostoUc men?" 

^'Because they were the companions of 
Christ's apostles. John and Matthew were 
the companions of Christ himself. But let 
me go on ; here is what he sa7s about the 
Acts of the Apostles : — < So that afterward we 
finđ in the Acts of the Aposdes, that the7 who 
had John's baptism, had not receiv^ the 
floly Ghost, nor so much as heard whether 
there was any.' Now this is in the nineteenth 
chapter of Acts, at the beginning. 

^^He had seen Paul's epistles, too, and he 
believed that Paul wrote them ; for here 
he says, — < Let us see what milk the Corin- 
thians received from Paul, to what rule the 
Galatians were reduced, what the Philip- 
pians read, what the Thessalonians, the Ephe- 
sians, and likewise what the Romans recite.' 
The iact is, my children, he copies from nearly 
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cvery one of PanPs epistles, and says that 
Paul was the author. There are a great 
many well-known old books, out of which ali 
the writers in the world put together have not 
copied so much as TertuUian has out of the 
New Testament Did you ever hear of a 
man named Cicero ?" 

" Oh yes, sir ; he was a great orator." 
" Well, we have his speeches, and nobody 
đoubts that they are hiš ; and yet there is not 
half as much proof for these speeches, as we 
can get out of TertuUian for the Bible. And 
now I think you must be tired: but before 
you go, let me hear whether you understand 
what I have been about." 

" Yes, sir, I think we do. You wisheđ us 
to see that in the first hundred years after 
Christ was killed, the people had the same 
New Testament books which we now have, 
and so you reađ to us parts of their writings, 
in which they copied what they had." 

" Very good : and were the sentences which 
they copied like to anyin our NewTestanrent?" 
" Oh yes, sir, exactly the same. And then 
you wished us to see that in the next hundred 
years it was the same thing ; and so you 
have been reading to us this morning out of 
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the books which were written in the seconđ 
hundred years after Christ." 

"And how do they agree with oura ?** 

" Very well, indeed, Uncle Philip." 

" Have you any doubt then, my chilđren, 
about our New Testament being known from 
the very time when our Saviour was crucified, 
for two hundred years at least T 

« No, sir." 

"No more have I. And I could go on 
reading to you passages out of the writings 
of each hundred years since up to this very 
day ; but it is hardly necessary, I think.". 

"Oh no, Uncle Philip ; we are surethat you 
could read them to us, if you say so : and be- 
•ides, if thet/ had them in the beginning^ and 
y>e have them notr, they must have been tak^i 
care of by somebody, you know, in the mean 
time." 

" A very sensible thought that : we have 
settled, then, that these books were written at 
.the time at which they are said to have been 
written, and by the persons whose names zxe 
put to them as the authors." 

«Yes, Uncle Philip." 

"Verygood. When you come again, we 
wiU go on to something else. Oood moming.* 

^Good day, I3nde%\\vp.*' 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



fiVIDENCB« OF CHRI8TIANITY. 115 



CONVERSATION VII. 

Unde Philip talks vnth the ChUdren about 
the New Testament being aUered^ and 
shoiDs them that such a thing could nat 
have been done. 

" Well, Uncle Philip, what more is there 
to say about our New Testament V 

"Oh, a great đeal. We have founđ out 
that Matthew, anđ Mark, and the rest of the 
New Testament authors điđ write certain 
books, which teli about Christ ; bUt how do 
you know that they have never been alteređ 
since?" 

"Sure enough, they may have been 
changed in eighteen hunđred years ; and if 
they have, then we cannot teli how much we 
ought to believe in them." 

" Cert€dnly not. So now, if you please, we 
will try to find out about this matter of altering 
them. What do you say T 

" Oh yes, Uncle Philip, by ali means." 
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'< Then you must attenđ clo8ely to what I 
am going to sav. If they were ever altered, it 
must have been either while their authors 
were alive, or after they were dead ; must it 
not?" 

"Tesjsir." 

'< Then we will see first wbat chance there 
was to alter them while the apostles were 
cdive. 1 think there was none. Were there 
any churches soon after Christ ascended to 
heaven T 

" I suppose so, Uncle Philip.'' 

"Yes, there is proof that within twenty 
years after he ascended, there were churches 
in most of the cities of the Roman Empire, 
and that reached over a large part of the 
world which was then known. Was it the 
constant practice to read the Scriptures in the 
churches ?" 

<< Yes, Uncle Philip. Justin Martjrr said so 
in the place which you read." 

" Very true ; and others said so before him. 
Đid the first Christians think much of these 
Scriptures?" 

" Certainly, sir, they thought theyVere the 
words of God." 



t)igitizedby Google 



BVIĐBNCE8 OF CHRI8TIA.NITT. 117 

" Were there many copiesof tbem mađe by 
these Cbristians ?" 

" Yes, sir ; they wrote them, you said, wilh 
a pen." 

" Very right. Now, then, if one man who 
hađ a copy thought of alteringit, he must first 
have ceased to think it was the Worđ of God ; 
must henot?" 

<' Yes, sir ; for while he thought it Gođ's 
Word, he would have thought it was wicked 
to change it." 

'^ True. And if he had been wicked enough 
to do it, or if he had really thought there 
was a mistake in it which ought to be altered, 
other Cbristians would have known it, would 
theynot?" 

"Yes,sir." 

<< And as the apostles were then edive^ would 
not some of the Cbristians have asked them 
vhether it ought to be altered ?" 

" It would seem so, Uncle Philip ; for they 
thought so much of these Scriptures, tbey 
would be very anxious to bave them correct." 

<< No doubt of it. And suppose tbat after 
the apostle told them what was correct, any 
one of these Cbristians should still insist on 
altering bis copy ; he could not make people 
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beliere that he wa8 rigbt, unless ali the other 
copies which other Christians faad were 
alteređ, too, so as to be just like his ; could 
he?" 

"No, sir.'' 

"And could he get hold of ali their copies 
toalter?" 

" No, sir, for they were scatteređ, you saiđ, 
over a large part of the world, and the 
churches ali had them; and besides, the 
Christians who lived near him would not let 
him have their copies to alter: would they ?'* 

" No, surely not. So, unless ali the Chris- 
tians who had copies should hgree to maka 
exactly the same alteration, no one man could 
do it without being found out and exposed. 
And now just think for a moment whether it 
was possible for ali the Christians scatteređ 
through the Roman empire, with the Scrip- 
tures too in different languages (for they were 
translated very soon), ali to agree exactly at 
one time to make exactly the same alteration, 
at the very time, too, when the men who 
wrote those Scriptures were alive to contradict 
them." 

" Ah, Uncle Philip, it is plain enough that 
these books could not have been altered while 
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the apostles were living. If it were đone at 
ali, it was after they were đeađ.'' 

" WeU, let us no w inquire into ihat. It is very 
plain, that as long as the very writings which 
the apostles first made with their own hanđs 
lasted, and were taken care of by the churches, 
that no alteration coulđ be made without 
being found out ; is it not ?" 

^' Yes, Uncle Philip, it is, for these writing8 
from their own hands were just the same as 
their words would have been if they had been 
alive, you know." 

" I agree with you fully. Now you must 
remember that long before these original wri- 
tiogs firom the very hands of the apostles were 
đestroyed and wom out by time, hunđreds 
and hunđreds of copies had been made and 
scattered far and wide into ali the countries 
where there were any Christians ; and some 
of these countries were far beyond the bounds 
of the Roman empire. Now I desire to know 
how it was possible for any man, or set of 
men, to make any alteration in these thousands 
of oopies scattered ali over the world, which 
shouid agree so precisely that nobody would 
ever find out that any such alteration had been 
jgnade," 
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^ Why, Unde Philip, it đoes nol seem Terjr 
likeljr." 

<< Well,I think I can now8howyoathat itwas. 
net onIy unlikely, but impossible. Ali Chris- 
tians weat to the New Testament to settle 
what they were to believe ; did they not ?" 

^< Yes, sir ; Justin Martjrr said that too.'' 

" Very good. Now it is well known that 
Tery soon after Chri8tianity čame into the 
worlđ, the Christians had different opinions 
about the meaning of the Scriptures ; and 
there have been these differences ever since, 
up to thia very day. Now when these 
Christians who differeđ wi8hed to show each 
other that they were right, to what vouUL 
theygo?^ 

«Why, to the New Testament, Unde 
Philip." 

" To the same New Testamenti 

'<Yes,8ir; if I unđerstandyou,they differeđ 
about the meaning of the words, and nol 
about the wards themselves." 

"Exactly so. They had the very same 
Scriptures, but they did not always explaiQ 
them in the same way. Now suppose one 
side had altered some places so as to brii^ 
more sentenoes from the New Testament 
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to help out the meaning for which tbey 
disputed; what woulđ the other siđe bave 
done?" 

''Just turneđ to their copies, and showeđ 
them that they had altered the words." 

"Preci»ely so. You «ee then how neither 
siđe coulđ aiter the book without being found 
out directly by the others. And so God made 
these very disputes among Christians conduce 
to the preservation of the New Testament" 

•♦ But, Unde Philip, I am sotry they dis- 
puted." 

^ Christians, my dear children, are but men. 
l.wtn sorry, too ; but I am not now telling you 
whether this was right or wrdng ; I only wi$h 
you to see that the boote of the New Testa- 
ment ooulđ not be altered as kmg as they had 
•ttch disputes." 

« That is plain enough^ Uncle Philip." 
"Surely it is; for no matter how much 
they might have wished to alter them, the 
đifficulties in the way were always too great. 
Just see what they woulđ bave had to do. In 
the first place, they would bave had to get 
Md of ali the copies in Palestine, and Egypt, 
•ad Asia Minor, and Greeoe, and Italy : in 
the ncxt place, tbey had to alter these ali 
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alike ; and, in the last place, they had to do 
this against men who had true copies b7 
which to find out their alterations. 

" But now I am going to 8how you, that 
even if ali the Christian teachers in the worId 
who had the Scriptures, had agreed aniong 
themselves to altet them, they could not have 
done it." 

" Why not, Uncle Philip V 

" Why the people would have fonnđ it out. 
And here I must teli you that aniong the first 
Cbristians the people often knew the wonlB 
of the New Testament, without having die 
book before them. I remember reading in a 
yery old author, named Eusebius, Mrho wroto 
a history of the church at its beginning, some 
very woQderful accounts of the people^ 
knowledge of the Bible. He say8 there was 
a blind Christian who knew it so well that 
he could repeat whole book^ of the New 
Testament by heart. So I think the people 
would have found it out. What say you ?^ 

"I think they would, Uncle Philip." 

" Well, I have not done yet. If ali tbd 
Christian teachers, and ali the Christian 
people, had been so very wicked as to agie^ 
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ftmong themselves to alter these books, still 
I think they could not have done it." 

"What would have hindered them then, 
Uncle Philip?" 

" Why, the Jews and the heathens around 
them, who hateđ Christianity, had true copies 
of these very book9, for they quoted them and 
founđ fault with them : and if the Christians 
had altered them, these Jews and heathens 
woiiId have toki the world of it, and would 
have said that Christianity could not be trae, 
Jbr Christians were altering their own books. 

" And, my children, even if teachers, and 
people, and Jews, and heathens had ali agreed, 
I thihk they never could have done it, as long 
Bš there were those disputes among the first 
CSiristians, of which I told you. The churches 
in the East, and the churches in the W«st 
had a đispute in the fourth century, and in 
the ninth century this dispute was so obsti- 
Rate, that it is not settled to this day. Now 
if the Eastern or Western churches had 
altered the Scriptures, the other side would 
have told the fect : but the truth is that the 
eopies both in the East and West exactly 
i^ree." 

<«Well, Uncle Philip, what you have jUst 

■i 
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taiđ, puts me in mind of something whiGh I 
wished to ask you just now. I think that if 
there had been any alteration made by one 
side, the other would have mentioned it hi 
some of the books which they wrote: and 
what I meant to ask you was, whether any 
old book tells us of any alterations ?" 

<< No ; and that question of yours has good 
sense in it. I wa8 going to speak on that 
point, and I am much obliged to you for re« 
minđing me of it. 

^< You think then, that if the old booki or 
histories say nothing of any alteratiooB, it is 
not Iikely that any were made ?" 

« I do think so, Uncle Philip:" 

^<Do you suppose that history mentiona 
eTery thing, and that nothing eirer hq>peDed 
but what is written in some hi8tory?^ 

<' No, Uncle Philip ; a thing might happent 
and yet nobody write down in a book that it 
did happen. So that after ali I begia to think 
that I was vrong." 

<< Do not give it up top soon ; ypu were 
not wrong, my lad. JVhat kind of thinga 
were likely not to be. written down in the 
history? Let us look at that. If a thing 
was secret, and known to but yery fewpeople, 
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anđ they kept it to themselves, wouIđ that be 
written ?" 

"No, sir; for the man who was writing 
woiild not know any thing about it." 

" True enough. And if the thing was very 
common and trifling, and people cared but 
little about it, would that thing be put down 
in history ?" 

"Ithinknot." 

" But suppose it was something which e very 
body thought was of great importance, and 
that it wa8 no secret, but very well known to 
everybody; would it be put in the book of 
history then?" 

« Certainl/it would." 

" Then if some such great thing was said 
by men now, to have happened many hundred 
yeai8 ago, and no history of that time said 
one syllable about it, what wou]d you think 
then?" 

" Why, that it never did happen at ali." 

" And you would think correctly too. Na: 
tbis is precisely the case with these alterations 
of the Scripture. If any such alteration ever 
was made, it was a very important matter ; 
every Christian in the world was likely to 
know it, and to talk about it, and some person 
l2 
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WDald bave said it wa8 right or wroiig: it 
mu8t have made a noise, and a great noisa, 
too, in the WQrld ; and yet nobody has ever 
mentioned a word about it in his wTiting8, 
tbough he has put đown fifty other things of 
not half as mueh importance." 

" I see verjr clearly how it is, Uncie Philip. 
It ali depends, upon the question, wbether the 
thing done was of importance ; it it were, i| 
would surely be mentioned in some of the 
books written about that time.'' 

'< Yes* Let me try to make it plainer still ; 
suppose that fiye hundred or a thousand years 
finom this time somebody should wtite a book 
and put in it, that in the year' 1833, ali the 
people in these United States i^eed that the 
president should be a king, and that theie 
should be no congress any morei but a 
parliament, like that in Englanđ; and that 
this State of things lasted for twenty years, 
and then was altered back again. Jfovr if 
people one ihousand years hence should look 
into the bistories of our country for this year, 
1833, and find no such thing written therej 
ought they to believe the story ?" 

<^ No, Uncle Philip, for it would be a great 
Ue ; and we ali know it." 
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" Yes, ye8, that is clear enough ; it would 
be a falsehood, for we know that no such tbing 
ever happened : but if it had happened, do you 
suppose that a matter which concerned our 
whole couQtry so much would bave beea 
written dowii by nobody?" 

" Oh no ; for I know if we had a king every- 
body would be talking about it, and tbe news- 
papers would be fuli of it.^' 

'^But, my children, there is something else 
yet;, to prove that our New Testament bas 
not been altered so as to mislead us. There 
are a great many very olđ written copies of 
different parts of our New Testament yet in 
the world. Some of them are more tban 
twelve hundred years old, and a great many 
of them bave been compared together." 

"And how do they agree, Uncle Philip ?" 

^ In Bubstance, my children, tbey ali 
agree. Sometimes a word is not speiled 
properIy, sometimes a short word is left out 
or put in, sometimes the words are not placed 
exactly in the same order in the sentence, and 
sometimes one copy uses one worđ, and an- 
other copy puts another word of the same 
meaning for it : but in substance, as I said, 
diey ali agree ; so that I think we may leam 
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firom the yery worst copy what we ought to 
beliere, and what we ought to do.'' 

<< Uncle Philip, how diđ it happen that these 
UtUe differences were mađe ?" 

" Why, my children, you must remember 
that these writiDgs were copied by men who, 
of course, might make mistakes. I dare say 
they tried not to make aiiy, but a man in 
copying cannot a]wa3rs help it. Other cid 
books which have been copied have mistakes 
of the same kind in them : and as regards tbe 
Scriptures, the only w(Mider is, not that there 
should be some mistakes, but that they 
should be so few as not to alter the sense sa 
much as to hide it from us. So now wh^ 
do you 8ay, have the Scriptures come down 
to us conrectly as they were at first writteu V 

" Oh yes, we think they have." 

" Very well. When you come again, we 
.will look a little farther into the suliject. 

"Good-by now." 

>'Good.by, Uncle PhiUp." 
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CONVERSATION VIII. 

Vhde Philip tells the Children hoto to find 
aut when a JVitness tells the Truth ; and 
then they talk about Jack Simpson, who was 
Tried and Hanged for KUling a TVavel- 
ler; and about a man tohose name was 
Rj/der ; and about Crazy People. 

"Well, my đear children, I am glad to 
see you come again, for it leads me to think 
fliftt you are not tired of talking with me 
fliboat the truth of Christianity." 

**Oh no, Uncle Philip, we are not tired, 
thongh what you say sometimes seems hard 
to understand, tili you ask us some questions 
which make us think ; but when we think, we 
can see very well what you mean." 

"Ah, that is the secret; learn to think: I 
ask you the questions because rwish you to 
think ; and I am afraid of but one thing, that 
ifli, that I may not a1ways put my question in 
suchva way as to make you think in the track 
which I wish. When you do not see, then, 
irbkt my reason is for asking you a particular 
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question, the fatilt is mine, not y(mrs. Toa 
can ali think well enough, and so can most 
children if they are only helped into the right 
way. And remember, no man can be wi8e 
who has not learned to think. He may know 
many things, for he may hear them firom 
others, or readtheYn in books^ and he may re- 
member them too ; but if he has never thought 
for himself about them, his knowledge will 
do him but little good." 

" Well, Uncle Philip, let us now go on, and 
we will do our best to be attentive, and to 
think." 

*^l amwilling: but first, sui^)0sew6 just 
look back, and see how far we have gone in 
this bnsiness. Let us jGind out what we are 
satisfied about, and that wi]l help us perhaps 
to go a little further." 

"yery.well, sir." 

" Then, in the first place, we showed from 
a great many old writers that they had from 
the beginning of the Christian religion a Nev 
Testament like ours, and that they always 
said and believed it was written by the meu 
whom we say wrote it. Is that so ?" 

« Yes, sir." 

''Then we talked about its having beeil 
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altered siiree it was written, and tried to find 
out whether it had been altered, and we dis- 
covered a great many reasons why it could 
not have been altered, and so we concluded." 

" That it bad not been altered ; that is « as 
plain as a pike-staff,' Unde Philip." 

" No w then let us see what comes next. Here 
we have what the writers of this New Testa- 
ment said, and just as they said it. •What 
would you think was the next matter to look 
into?" 

" Why,.really, I cannot see, Uncle Philip. 
I shpuld say there was nothing to do but just 
to take the book and read it, and try to find 
out Ood's will from it, and do it." 

" Well, here these men teli us what Christ 
did, and what he said we ought to do." 

« Very well, Uncle Philip, and that is ali 
plain reading enough. I can understand 
that." 

" Now, then, how do you know that these 
men have told the truth about Christ'ssaying8 
and doings ?" 

" Let me see : Unde Philip, you are right; 
I think we have not looked at that. A 
man might sit down and write a book about 
Ihings which he says he 8aw, and yet not put 
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tbe truth in it. Ic đoes not prove tbat the 
stories in a book are true, just because they 
are written and then printed." 

" Surely not. If the man who write8 the 
book is a foolish man, he may not have sense 
enongh to find out truth from falsehood ; aHđ 
if he is a bađ man, who wishes to mislead 
others, he wili not care whether his book is 
true or not. So now you see what comes 
next, do you not ?'» 

" Yes sir ; we mnst now find out whether 
these men have told the truth : whether they 
ever saw and heard the things which they 8ay 
they did." 

" Right. Now then for that guestion." 

" But I cannot see, Uncle Philip, how yoii 
are going to find that out." 

" Well, well ; let us go on by đegrees, per* 
haps we shall find a way. Were you ever in 
the court-house ?" 

" Yes, Uncle Philip ; I was there wlien Jack 
Simpson was trieđ for killing the traveller 
who stopped at his house." 

" Well, let us hear something about the Inat 
if you please." 

** Why, Uncle Philip, I «aw you there.'' 
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'< I kiiow it ; but no matter for that, just tdl 
these other children what you saw." 

<< Well, then, the juđge sat at one end of 
the court-room on a high seat, and the law- 
jen were ali sitting at tables insiđe of a square 
railing, which they calkd the bar, I believe ; 
and on one side of the bar was a kind of box, 
in which the jury aftervard sat. Then the 
judge told them to bring in the prisoner, and 
Jack Simpson was brought in, and they put 
him opposite the judge, just on the outside 
of the railing in which the lawyers were* 
The derk of the court then read a long paper 
to Jack Simpson, and asked him if he was 
guilty or not guilty : and I remember he said 
that he was not guilty. And after the judge 
and the lawyers had talked together for a 
short time, I heard the judge teli the clerk to 
go on with the jury ; and then they called the 
names of a great many gentlemen, and as 
they čame up one at a time, the clerk told 
Jack Simpson to look at each of them, and 
asked him, < Do you like that man?' And 
some he liked, and some he đid not : when- 
ever he said he liked one, the clerk made that 
one swear to try'him fair]y, I suppose (for I 
did not exactly understand the word8 he 8poka)i 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC _^ 



134 CONTERSATIONS ON THE 

and at last he got twelve. Then the clcnrk 
read over to tbem again the same paper 
wbich he ha4 before read to Jack Simpson; 
and one of the lawyer8 got up and told the 
jndge and the jury what he could prove, uid 
then they called in the witnesses, and the7 
proved that Jack Simpson killed the man, 
and the jury said so too ; and Jack Simpson 
wa8 hanged for it." 

"Stop, not so fast, if you please. What 
wa8 the name of the man dressed in a brown 
coat, who was a witness ?" 
" His name was Ryder." 
" Did you ever see him before ?'* 
"No, Uncle Philip; nobođy about here 
knew much about him. He does not belong 
to this part of the country." 

" Well, what was his testimony?" 
" He said that he was travelling from the 
back parts of Termont, and reached Simpson's 
house the same night with the traireller who 
was killed. They talkedtogether tili itwasbeđ* 
time, and then went to bed« Ryder. said that 
he could not sleep ; and about one o'<clock he 
heard some one stepping very softly along 
the passage by his door, and sawa light shine 
through the key-hole. Soon after he heard 
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two or three heayy groans, which seemed to 
come from the traveller's room, which was 
next but one to his, and opened on the same 
passage ; and then ali was still again, until he 
heard some one stepping softIy back again by 
bis door. He waited for a wbile, and then 
took bis pistol and stole so(Uy out of bis room 
and đown stairs, wben be beard a noise in 
tbe kitchen, and found tbe back door of tbe 
bouse open. He went out and bid bimself in 
tbe đark sbadoWj so tbat be could still see tbe 
door. In a little time, be saw a man go in 
witb a bucket of water; and be tben stole 
8oftly arounđ tbe bouse and got near one of 
tbe kitcben windows, whicb was partly open: 
he peeped in, and saw Simpson in bis shirt 
sleeves, witb blood upon tbem, washing bis 
hands, while another man was sitting by tbe 
fireside, and examining tbe saddle-bags of tbe 
traveller ; and he heard Simpson say to tbe 
other man, * Not more tban three times.' He 
hid bimself until it was nearly dayligbt, and 
tben asked tbe first man whom be met to 
sbow bim wbere a magistrate lived. He 
8howed bim, and tbe magistrate went witb a 
constable and Ryder to Simpson's. Simpson 
ivas in bed, and said tbat he did not know 
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whether tbe traveller wa8 up ; and when they 
k>oked in tbe traveller's room, they found 
some spots on the floor, which had just been 
wa8hed, bat he wa8 not tbere. His horse too 
wa8 not in the stable ; but behlnd the stable 
they found a place where the ground lookeđ 
firesh, and when they dug there they found 
the poor traveller ; and Simpson helped them 
to dig him out." 

"A pretty good account you give. And 
DOw what did Simpson's lawyers 8ay to ali 

'< Oh, they said that the other man (who 
was never seen after that night) had killed 
the traveller, — buried him, and then taken his 
horse and saddle-bags and gone ofl^-^that 
Simpson was a respectable man, and knew 
nothing about it,— 4hat nobody knew tbis 
man Ryder, and that they ought not to bdieve 
his story." 

^' Then the whole point was, whether Ryder 
told the truth ?" 

«Yes, sir." 

" Well, what was done nezt?" 

"Then the lawyers against Simpson called 
ia ten or twelve gentlemen, who said that they 
Irred in Vermontj — ^that they knew Byder 
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from the time he was a boy, — that he was a 
very pious, and respectable, and sensible man^ 
and that none of his neighbours ever thought 
or said that he would teli a lie. So the jury 
believed him, and Simpson was hanged ; and 
before he was hanged he ovmed tliat Ryder 
told the truth." 

" Well, now, I wish to put a few guestions 
to you. The whole matter depenđed on what 
kind of man Ryder was, did it not?" 

^« Yes, sir." 

*^ If he had been a worth]ess, bad man, the 
jury would not have believed him, would 
they?" 

« No, sir." 

« The lawyers against Simpson, then, acted 
wi8ely when they called on Ryder's neighbours 
and acquaintances to show whathis eharacter 
was?" 

« Oertainly, Uncle Philip." 

" yery good ; we shalL have occasion to re- 
member that by-and-by. But at present just 
take notice, that after the witneds, Ryder, had 
told his story, the next question was, ' shall it 
be belieired,' and they settled that by asking, 
^ what is his eharacter.' 

h9 
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^ Ye8, sir ; that ali seems rigfat anđ reasoii- 

" True. Now when we come to his char- 
aeter, what sfaall we ask about? A man's 
character has a great inaiiy things in it ; be 
iDay be a fool or a wise man, an bonest man 
or a rogue, a passionate man or goođ-tem- 
pered, generous or mean, kind-hearted or 
cruel, and so on. Shall we ask about ali theae 
things?" 

<^ They did not ask ali these things about 
Ryder, Unde PhUip.'' 

^Noy because they were not neoessary. 
A\l they wished to know wa8, if Ryder would 
teli a lie or the truth. His neighbours said 
be was a seosibleman ; and that showed that' 
be oould understand wbat be did see or bear; 
and they8aid, too, that he wa8 sin bonest, 
pious, good man ; and that 8howed that be 
would teli truly what he knev. Was any 
thing dse neces8ary P 

" Not that I can see, Uncle Philip." 

" Yery good, then ; ali we wish to know 
about the character of a witnes8 is, first, 
irbether be bas got sense enough to know 
what he does see or hcar; and, secondly, 
whether he is hanest enough to teli nothing^ 
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about it but what he does kQow. Do you 
understandme?" 

" Ye0, sir ; onl7 let bim bave sense, and be 
a good man, and you will get the truth out of 
him." 

" Yes : and now bere are our witnesse8 
who wrote tbese books in tbe New Testament; 
tbe7 are just like witnesses in court: tbey 
bave told tbeir 8tory,.and bere itisprinted 
for us. Now bH that we wish to know about 
tbeir cbaracters consists of two tbings : first, 
bad tbey sense ? and next, bad they bonesty} 
Amirigbtr 

"Yes, sir." 

'^ Now, tben, for tbe sense of tbese men. I 
do not believe tbey were crazy, or wanting in 
understanding. Nobody ever said or tbouf^^ 
that tbey bad not good sense on most subjects : 
if they were out of tbeir rigbt noiinds at all| 
it wa8 on tbe subject of tbeir religion only.'' 

"Well, Uncle Pbilip, does not religion 
sometimes make people crazy 1^ 

<< I tbink not, my children. People some- 
times bave very wild notions on religious 
matters, and Christianity gets ali tbe blame 
for it : but it was not Christianity tbat mađe 
.them wilđ. True Cbristianity maket nm 
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sober : to be sure, it makes men's feelings to 
be warm) and this warmth makes men zeal- 
ous; but this is not craziness. Men who 
know nothing about Christi£mity themselves, 
I think, are apt to make mistakes in this 
raatter, and to call very pious people- crazy, 
inerely because they cannot understand them 
or feel hke them ; but there is no reason in 
this. However, my children, people may be 
crazy about religion, as well as about any 
thing else ; though it is not true religion that 
makes them so ; for if it was, then eyery man 
who is tru1y religious could not help being 
crazy too." 

" Well, Uncle Philip, then these men who 
wrote the New Testament might have been 
erazy about their religion." 

" Certainly, they might have been. I think, 
though, they were not ; and if not, they cer- 
tainly were not trazy about any thing else ; 
and so they were men of good common 
sense." 

« That is ali plain ; but, Uncle Philip, will 
you teli us why you think they were not 
eiBzy about their religion ?" 

** Yes ; that is what I am now going to do. 
Every man when he is out of his tfmseB 
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8hows it b7 what he says or does. - There are 
marlcs by which you know a crazy man, are 
there not ?" 

" Oh yes, sir ; there is poor old Joseph, who 
lives dowTi by the mili. He dresses himself 
up with old ribands and bits of rags, and 
thinks he is the king of France. - He 8ays so; 
too, and you cannot persuade him that he is 
mistaken.'^ 

" Very true. So, too, when people are craz7 
on the subject of religion, there are yery sure 
marks by which to teli it : and such unfortu« 
nate people are sometimes called enthusiasts 
and fanatics." 

" Uncle Philip, have you ever seen any such 
people ?" 

" Oh yes." 

" Then you know by what marks to teli 
them?' 

" I think I do, and I will teli them to you : 
and as we go on we will see whether these 
New Testament writer8 8how any of these 
marks." 

" Well, Uncle Philip, what is the first mark 
of these — I have forgotten that hard word 
by which you called them." 

'< Enthusiasts^ I suppose you mean.'' 
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" Yes, yes, Uncle Philip, that is the worđ. 
What is the first mark ?" 

<< Yniy, the first remarkable circumstance is, 
that such persons are very apt to believe just 
, what they wish to believe about religious 
mdtters, no matter how strange it ma7 seem 
to other people. They think very frequently 
that God has a great love for them in par- 
ticular, and teaches to them more than he 
đoes to other men. So whatever they fancy 
to be his teaching to them, they believe to be 
true, and they teli others that it is certainly 
so ; and they will stick to it until it is đriven 
out of their heads by some new fancy. Let 
me 8how you what I mean. In the yeaT 
1657, a tailor, whose name was Lođowick 
Muggleton, supposed that God had a special 
love for him, and so he set up for a prophet, 
and said that he had power to send people to 
heaven or to hell, as he pleased; and that 
Grod had sent him to be one of the last wit- 
nesses who should come before the end of the 
world. No\v this poor man insisted Upon it 
that ali these things were so, and he believed 
them, and no one could convince him that he 
was wrong. He had no proof to show for 
|||iy of these things; but he believed theoi 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



teVIĐENCES OP CHRISTIANITV. 143 

bccause he said he felt them : and he Devet 
ađmitted his folly. Now Lodowick Muggle- 
ton was an enthusiast, the poor man wa8 
certainly crazy, and he had the first mark 
which I spoke of." 

" Well, Uncle Philip, the apostles did not 
act as Lodowick Muggleton did, I suppose T 
; " Certainly not : they believed some things 
which seemed strange to many, but they 
always gave a reason for it, and they never 
asked any one else to beUeve them without 
telling them why they ought to believe. They 
went upon proof* They told what they had 
seen* Besides, Liodowick Muggleton never 
owned that he might make a mistake and do 
wroĐg ; but these apostles put down in their 
books things which they did, and which were 
wrong; they own it, they do not try to hide 
it. Lođowick Muggleton was ready, too, to 
believe any thing which suited hira ; he ^as 
very quick in believing: the apostles were 
sometimes very slow. When Christ rose 
from the deađ, and they heard of it, they 
treated it as an idle story, and ' believed not ;' 
and when some of them saw his grave empty^ 
they ^wondered at what had happened,' but 
did not bdieve ; and one of them never woalđ 
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believe until he saw Christ himself^ atiđ was 
told to put his fingers in the print of the nails 
in Christ's hands. So you see they were not 
willing to believe any thing about their reli- 
gion without having proof for it." 

« Well, Uncle Philip, the story about Lodo- 
wick Muggieton makes ali this plain enough. 
Now, what is the second mark that a man is 
an enthusiast ?" 

** WbY, the second mark is this : such a 
man is apt to be warm-tempered, to have very 
quick feelings, 4pđ he cannot bear to have his 
opinions contrađicted. I will teli you bow 
of some things which show ali this. Some- 
where about the year 1522, there was a baker, 
nameđ Storck, in a smsfll town in Germaiiyi 
vrha chose twelve other bakers, and calleđ 
them apostles: Some others, as crazy as him- 
self, joined him, and particularly a man 
named Thomas Munzer, who went about 
preaching that God had told them in their 
dreams what to do ; and some of the things 
were strange enough, — there were to be no 
laws, and nobody was to have any property 
of his own. The clergyman of the place, 
who was a pious and sensible man, talked widl 
Ams, and điđ what he could to stop them. 
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but they lost their temper, and got into such 
a forious passion that final]y they stirred up 
a war, in which one hundred and thirty thou- 
sand people were killed ; and they were 
obliged to behead this man Munzer. 

^NovTf there is nothing like this in the 
t^stles. They do not get into a passion in 
their writings« They do not abuse other 
people for their religion, they do not boldIy 
iay that they have had conversations with the 
great God, there is nothing of fury about 
them ; but they seem to be plaiOi mođest, sober- 
minded men. 

" Now I will give you another mark. Do 
you know what meIancho]y means ?" 

^Yes, sir; it means sadness and 8QItow« 
When a man hangs down his head, and ap* 
pears to be very sad about something, and 
8ay8 but Uttle, and tries to keep away from the 
eompany of other people, he is called a mel* 
'tachoIy man," 

'^ Yes ; and the opinions of such a msđi) 
vhen he does speak, are found to be very 
ttrict, and his religion seems to be a very stem 
and unpleasant sort of thing, which gives him 
00 comfoTt. Now this kind of severe stem« 
ness is a very commoa mark of enthusiasn«'* 

N 
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<^ Well, the apostles had not this^ had ihey^ 
Uncle Philip?" 

^ Not at ali, if we may judge from what 
we know of them. They did not try to get 
away and hide themselves from their fellow- 
nien, but they'mixed very freely with the 
people of their country, and talked with them ; 
some of them, we know, had intimate friends, 
they were men, I should say, of cheerful tem- 
pers, and fond of being with each other, and 
with their fellow-men. 

^<Now for another mark. An enthusiast 
is always fuU of self-conceit. He thinks a 
gi^eat deal of himself ; and if you wish to 
please him, you must teli him that you think 
he is a man of great consequence. But the 
apostles sho wed no self-conceit, I think. They 
nerer praise themselves in what they have 
written ; whenever they mention themselves, 
it is commonly to teli of something they saiđ 
or did which was wrong. They never 8how 
in what they have written that they had a 
very low and contemptuous opinion of oth«r 
people. What they have written seems, I 
think, to be just what would have been WTit- 
ten by very humble men, who did not think 
too much of themselves.'^ 
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^^Wei\, tticle Philip, are there anyinore 
marks ?" 

" Yes ; but I am afraid that you are vearjr, 
80 we will let them alone until you come 
again." 



CONVERSATION IX. 

Vhcle Philip talks with the Children aboiU 
more Marks by which to teli when a Man is 
out ofhis right Mind, and therefore not JU 
tobe a Witness. 

"Well, Uncle Philip, if you please, we are 
ready to hear what you promised to teli us 
about men's sho\ving that they are enthu- 
siasts." 

" Very good ; I am ready also. The last 
mark I mentioned was self-conceit, I believe. 
The next is this, that a man whose mind is 
wild on the subject of religion is not apt to 
stick to one set of opinions long. He will be 
very obstinate to-day in one set of notions, and 
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to-morTOw he will be just as obstinate for an* 
other set, as different as is possible. He goes 
by his feelings, not hj proof ; so that you 
never can teli what he thinks or what he wiU 
say about it." 

" This is not the way of the apostles, Uncie 
Philip." 

" No, truly ; Tery far from it The whole 
of the New Testament is of one sort onIy : ali 
through it teaches the same things. Now if 
one man hađ written it ali, such an agreement 
in ali its parts would show that he was a 
man who held fast to but one set of opinions, 
that he was a thinking man who went npon 
prooiš, and that he was no enthusiast, woidd 
itnot?" 

" Certainly, sir, it would." 

" 7ery well ; if one man, who was an en^- 
thusiast could not and would not agree with 
himself, and say the same thing ali through 
his bookj how could several diflerent men, 
who were enthusiasts or crazy, do it?" 

" Uncle Philip, if you please, just make that 
a little plainer for us." 

"I will try to do ,so, my children, If one 
man who w^ qrazy had written our New 
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Testament, do you think it would ali have 
agreed together ?" 

" No, sir ; one part would not have taught 
the same things which another did." 

" Tery well. Now if but one man, whose 
mind was wrong, could not have made it 
agree, do you think that a dozen crazy men, 
writing, some at one time and some at another, 
would have agreed ea'ch with himself, and 
with ali the rest of the dozen too ?" 

" I see it, I see it, Uncle Philip. The New " 
Testament agrees with itself, and it was writ^ 
ten by many diflferent persons. Now if one 
enthusiast could not make it ali alike, a great 
many different ones would fiind it harder 
still." 

" Now you have it. I conclude, therefore, 
that as the book does agree with itself, the 
men who wrote it could not have been enthu-* 
tiasts." 

" And that seems reasonable, Uncle Philip, 
Are there any more marks T 

" Yes ; there is one remarkable thing about 
a man whose mind is disordered on the subject 
of religion, which I never yet knew to ba 
wanting." 

« What is that, Uncle Philip V 
n2 
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'<I never yet knew such a man who 
willing to take the whole Bible just as it 
atanđs." 

" Why, đid he not believe it, Uncle Philip ?" 

^ Oh, if you adced him that questioD, he 
wa8 sure to answer, Yes : but yet he treated a 
lar^ part of it as if it were not true. What- 
erer passages in it seemed to suit his feelings, 
anđ agree with them, he was reađy enough 
to repeat and believe ; but he gave no atten- 
tion or respect to any which you mig^t le^ 
member and repeat, if they seemed to contra- 
đict his notions. Now there was no such 
conđuct as this in the apostles. One of the 
writers of the New Testament does not đe^ 
spise what the others have written. Some- 
times one tells us what another has said. 
They were always willing to take as true the 
whole of what God had said in his Word* 
They would read the Prophets to find out 
Whether they contradict what was told to 
them. They told the people to read the 
Ifcriptures, and never told them to think more 
of one part than another, * but to beliere 
eUl. j 

"And now, there is one thing more whicfa 
I think shows that these men hadtheirsenses 
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wrfl enough. They were plain men, they 
had but little learning : now when such men 
ran wild about religion, we know very well 
what they say and do. They teli us of their 
strange đreams, and of theii hearing voices, 
and talking with God, and a great niany such 
things : and they teli us too that God has 
said to them things, some of which, we think, 
are ▼ery foolish, and some very wicked. Do 
yoa lemember what I said of Lodowick 
Huggleton, and Storck, and their strange 
opinions?" 

"Ohyes, sir." 

" Well, there is proof of what I say. These 
men were ignorant enthtisiasts ; one wa8 a 
tailor, and the other was a baker, and neither 
of them had been educated. Now the writers 
,of the New Testament were plain, uneducated 
men, too ; they were ignorant, therefore, but 
tfiey were not enthusiasts; for if they had 
been, they would have told the worlđ just 
such stories as Muggleton and Storck điđ> ^• 
But when you read their stories there is no t } 
such wild, strange thing in them. You see 
{it once that whoever wrot6 them had common 
sense." 

<< Well, Uncle Philip, there is something I 
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have just thought ot, and I wish to ask yoa 
about it, for it puzzles me." 

^Let U8 have it then, my lađ." 

'^ 'Wliy, you said these men who wrote the 
New Testament had no leaming ; and I wish 
to know, then, if the7 were fit to write 
booki." 

'< I did not mean that they had never been 
taught how to write : but they had very little 
learning firom books, and they did not need 
much to write the gospels. I can make that 
plain to you direct]y. Come here, little Dick 
Green. How far have you got on in your 
spelling-book?" 

'' Oh, I can spell a word of three syllable8, 
Uncle Philip." 

'^ I am glad to hear it. Can you read at 
ali?" 

" Oh yes, sir, in little short words." 

" Very well. Were you at the river on that 
cold Saturday, last winter, when the hojs were 
skating ?" 

" Yes, sir." 

" Did you see any thing there, on that day, 
which you remember now ?" 

" Oh yes, sir ; for I saw poor Charles Mark* 
kam break through the ice, and I saw your 
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gardener fix a board to štand on, aikLget him 
oiit ; and when he was got out, I heard yoa 
teli some of the men to take him into old Mm. 
Truelove's house; and poor Charles was 
almost frozen : but at last he got wann and 
comfortable ; and you went to his mother's 
to teli her about it, and brought back some 
đry clothes for him, and then took him 
home." 

" Bojrs, is ali this tnie ?" 

" Oh yes, Uncle Philip ; tverj word of it;** 

'< Dick, could you speU in three syUabIe« 
then?" 

« No, sir." 

«Boys, is it not very strange that Dick 
shoulđ teli us so correct a story, when he had 
not even leaming enough to spcll?" 

" Why, no, sir. What has his spelling to 
do with his tdtingus a plain story of what he 

<< Just nothing^ I think. And if he knev 
how to write, I suppose he could put down 
on paper exactly what he has been telling 
us." 

" Gertainly, sir." 

^ Th&a I do not see that much leaming i* 
necessary to teli a plain /oc^. If a man saW| 
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mr heard, or felt, or tasteđ, or smelleđ, I should 
suppose he might teli of it without any great 
sbare of leaming." 

" To be sure he coulđ, sir." 

" Well, if you will just tum to the gospels, 
you will find that they contain nothing else 
but facU. The men who wrote merely put 
dowTi what they saw or heard ; and I suppose 
leaming does not make a man's eyes any 
better, or open his ears. Uneđucated people 
can see and hear. I hope, and can teli whether 
they do see and hear, and what they do see 
and hear." 

" Ah, Uncle Philip, it is ali plain now.'^ 

" Tery good, then : we have seen that these 
men had none of the marks which woulđ 
show them to have been crazy about their re* 
ligion: they had common sense enough to 
understand very well what they saw, and 
learning enough to write it down for other 
people. But I think there is more proof still, 
about this matter." 

« What is it, Uncle Philip ?" 

"Listen, and you shall hear. We kno^" 
what men who are enthusiasts or crazy about 
leligion can do ; and we know, too; what 
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they cannot do ; for the history of such people 
has told us." 

" What can they do, Uncle Philip T 

"Why, they can sometimes get a greal 
many people to agree with them in some of 
their strange opinions, as Lodowick Muggle« 
ton did ; but they never can persuade every- 
body in the country, the whole of the people, to 
believe that a downright lie is the truth, and 
that they know it to be the truth, when in 
&ct they know nothing at ali about it." 

"How is that, Uncle Philip? Will you 
please just to teli us that over in another 
way." 

"Yes, very willingly. Suppose a set of 
men, professing to be very religious, should 
rise up among us in this country, and should 
say that something had happened before our 
eyes in these United States, and that we ali 
]mew it had happened; and suppose that 
thing never had happened : do you think that 
they could make us ali believe that it had 
happened, and that we knew it ?" 

^* No, sir, never." 

'* yery well. Now here was a being nameđ 
Jesus who was naUed to a cross^ and đied 
tbere ; and when he died, there wa8 darknau 
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OTer ali the land ; and at the yery same mo^ 
ment there waB an earthguake. At least, 
these apostles said that ali these things hap- 
pMied, and the whole nation, they said, knew 
tfiat they had happened. Now would it not 
be strange, if sudi things never took {daće at 
ali, that die apostles should y6t be aUe to maka 
the whole Jewish people believe that they had 
taken place r 
'<It would, indeed, Unde Philip." 
'' But would it not be more strange still, if 
Ihejr were able to persuade these very people 
that they knew these things to hare happened, 
wbfe ali the while they knew nothing at ali 
abontthem?" 

^ Ves, trul7, it wouid be the strangest thiag 
in the world." 

> <^And yet the Jewish people did believe 
that these things happened : they did admit 
that theyknew them to be true« The en-^ 
thusiasm of these apostles could no more have 
parsuaded them of these things if they vrere 
ali lišs, than I can persuade a blind man that 
he sees as plainly as one who is not blind. 
80 that for my part, children, I am peffi3clly 
iatisfied that th^ apostles, who are onr wi^ 
. had ma of the things vhich tibe oomtf 
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in Jack Simpson's trial, wished to finđ out 
about Ryđer : the court đesired to know, first, 
vhether R7der had sense enough to know 
what he saw. I think our witne88i8 had 
When you come again we will inquire 
lier they had honestj/, for that is the nezt 
thmg." 



CONVERSATION X 

^Unde Philip shows the ChUdren that the 
Witnesses who teli about Jesus Christ were 
honest Men, who vmdd nat sojf any thing 
that was not true. 

"Well, my children, are you ready to go 
on uid learn something more about these wit* 
nesaes?" 

"Oh yes, sir ; and I will teli you what I 
bave been thinking." • 

«Whatisit?" 

^ We are just like a court, I think. Here 
U^ witDes8e0 who have told us something, 



Q 
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and the7 are like Ryđer, anđ we are finđing 
out the truth of what they say ; anđ so W6 
are the jury, anđ, Uncle Philip, you are the 
judge." 

" No, no ; Uncle Philip is the lawyer, ex- 
plaining to the jury why the witness onght 
to be believed." 

" Ha, ha, niy lads, so you have mađe a court- 
house of Uncle Philip's study : but let us go 
on. Liađies and gentlemen of the jury, please 
to be seated, anđ we will proceed with the 
trial. We have shown that out witnesses 
had common sense ; anđ now we are to find 
out whether they had common honesty : in 
other words, whether they would teli us iruly 
what they knew." 

<< Anđ how are you going to find that out, 
Uncle Philip?" 

'< I think we shall have but little difficulty. 
Let us proceed by one step at a tiqie, anđ we 
shall reach the end at last. When we were 
talking of Simpson's trial, I believe we agreed 
that it was wise in the lawyers to call on 
Ryđer's frienđs and acquaintances to find out 
his true character." 

"Yes, sir, we did." 

^'I told you then to remember it, asirs 
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flAioulđ have occasion for it before we were 
đone ; anđ now is the time to use it. Here 
are our witnesses ; now for their characters : 
let the men who liveđ when the7 diđ, and 
kiiew ali about them, come forward and teli 
U8 tfaat they were so wicked as not to be be- 
lieved." 

«Well, Uncle Philip, do any of the men 
who knew tjiem say that they were liars ?" 

^ No, my children, not one of them says 
so." 

«But, Uncle Philip, perhaps they were 
partial to them, and so would not teli." 

" Partial to them ! Why everybody vas 
not on their side. These apostles had ene- 
mies, very bitter enemies ; so bitter that they 
often dragged them before the courts to be 
punished ; and tfiey hated them so much that 
they killed more than one of them. Is it not 
strange, that when they were dragging tfiem 
into court, they never should have said any 
thing against them to show that their charac- 
ters were so bad that they ought not to be 
believedl" 

« Yes, TJncle Philip, that is strange ; for if 
they could have said that, and said it truly, it 
wouId have been the shortest way of stopping 
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these witnesse8 in their 8tory. It would bave 
saved them a đeal of trouble." 

^ Certainl7 it woulđ : but whether it stopped 
them or not, we should certainl7 have hearđ 
something about theii bad characters from 
their enemies, who lived when thejr did, and 
had a chance to find out ali about them. 
Now we do not hear from them a word about 
it. The JewB complained of them becauso 
they told the people that Jesus had risen firom 
the dead; and the heathen complained be- 
cause they told the people not to worBhip 
idols : but this was ali they couid say againat 
them ; and this does not prove that they wero 
liars. I think, then, that the neighbours and 
acquaintances of these men, who knew them 
firom the time they were boys, knew nothing* 
against their characters, or we thould have 
heardof it." 

<< Well, that seems reasonable, Unde Philip." 

<'Let us look at it now, children, in another 
way. Do you not remember that when some 
of you were walking with me last sununer, 
near the public school-house, we met a man 
with but one arm ?" 

<< Yes, sir ; and he asked you to give him 
money, and told you a long 8tory iboni bk 
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arm having been shot off in the Isust war, in a 
battle which one 6f our ships had: he đid 
not teli you the tnith, however; for you 
afteTward met a gentleman who knew the 
man, and he said that his story was untrue." 

" Very good. And for what do you suppose 
the man told me a falsehood ?" 

"Because he thought you would believe 
him, and be sorry for him, and give him 
something." 

'^ Then his wish was to gain something. 
He had a reason for what he did. Now if he 
had known that nothing was to be gaineđ, 
vould he have told the falsehood?" 

" I should think not, sir." 

'' Well, then, it seems that a man does not 
commonly teli an untruth, without hoping to 
gain something by it. Now suppose we in- 
quire what these witnesses of ours were Iikely 
to gain by telling ali these falsehoods, if they 
are falsehoods." 

"Why, I should think they would gain 
nothing ; for you told us that the poor ChrisK 
tians were persecuted at first. They would 
lose instead of gain." 

« That is precisely what I think myBelf. 
They might be crudfied, and burnt, and 
o2 
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stoneđ, and 8awed in two, anđ killed with 
clubs ; or if they were left to live, they might 
be poor and despised : but I should suppose 
these were things which men would hardly 
teli a falsehood to get" 

" No, sir : they wouId be much more likely, 
if they were wicked men, to teli an untruthto 
keep clear of them." 

"Certainly they would. I really cannot 
see what these men were to gain. It could 
not have been money, for there is not a single 
word in their 8tory about giving them money. 
It was not toicked pleasitres, for they preacheđ 
against sinful pleasure. They did not wiflh 
the world to think that they were very great 
men ; for though they knew more than the 
people, they did not take airs on themselTes^ 
and pretend that they were very great. I do 
not think they wished for pawer, for they 
never tried to get it from the people; but 
they often made the people angry with Aem, 
by telling them plainly of their sins. Anđ 
when some of the people thought and saiđ 
that they were gads, they told them that they 
were not. So that it seems they did not wish 
for money, nor to be thought great mea, nor 
to have powery nor to be mađe godi by the 
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people. Then teli me, my chilđren, what 
were they to gain by telling a lie?" 

" Why, Uncle Philip, nothing, that we can 
see." 

" Now let us go a little further. When a 
man tells something which is not true, he is 
apt to be so cunning as not to give people any 
thing in his story by which to finđ him out. 
Is it not so ?" 

« Yes, sir." 

'< Well, then, such a man đoes not bring into 
his story any thing but what he thinks is neces- 
8ajy. He makes his lie just as short as he can ; 
for if he brings in a great many things, some 
of them may not agree with his story, and so 
he will be caught. Let us see now how our 
vitnesses have đone. They bring in a great 
many things ; for instance, they say, * We 
diđ some very wonđerfu] actions, and you 
know we did, for you saw it.' Now what 
fools they must have been to put such a thing 
ia a lie, when the very men to whom they 
iold it would only have to say, 'It is not 
true, for we never sav you do the things 
wfaieh you mention.' Then, again, we find 
Ihem, in their story, puttingin something elae 
wfai(:hwa8 not iiece8aaryto makeupagood 
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storjr. They teli certain men, for instance/ 
* We gave you power to do very wonderful 
works :' and then we find them Uaming these 
very same men for not using that power as 
their ought to do. Now just think of this one 
moment. Suppose these men never had an7 
such power given to them ; woulđ they not 
have said so ?" 

" To be sure they woulđ, sir." 

"And yet, my children, they never đid say 
BO. ' The very boldness, then, with which our 
witnesses put such things into their stories, 
when there was no need of putting them tn, 
convinces me that they were honest men, not 
afraid of being caught in a lie, in what they 
said." 

" Now I will give you another reason for 
thinking that they were honest men." 

" What is it, Uncle Philip?" 

" Some of them were put to death, because 
they would not deny what they had said 
about CSirist. Now, my children, I do not 
believe there ever was a man who woulđ go 
and đie a cruel death, rather than deny some- 
thing which ali the time he knew was a lie. 
Suppose we thought something which we had 
fiaiđ to be true^ and men were going to bum 
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118 unless we would say that it was not trae ; 
how do you think we should act P' 

" Why, Uncle Philip, I am afraid it wouId 
be a very hard matter to stick to4he truth and 
be bumt for it" 

" So I think ; but suppose we knew yery 
well that the thing which they wi8h6d us to 
deny was a downright lie ; what should we 
dothen?' 

<< I should say it was a lie, Uncle Philip^ 
and so save myself." 

<< Yes, and so would I, or any other man ; 
€flp«eially if the fidsehood were such a one 
that by sticking to it I could gain nothing. 
Now, then, can you think of any thing which 
would make you willing to be bumt, sooner 
tiian contradict what you had said?" 

"Nothing, Uncle Philip, but my believing 
in my heart that it was true, and that God 
meant that I should stick to it, and would 
take care of my soul even if they did bum 
me." 

"Very well: then when these witnesse9 
of ours were bumt, what do you suppose 
enabled them to stick to what they had 
said?" 
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<' Why, the same tbings which I bave just 
mentioned." 

^ Certainly : and if they bad these things, 
then were they not honest men V 

<< Yes, sir : but there is one thing, — might 
they not bave been under a mistake V 

'< What if tbey were ; tbat bas notbing to 
do witb their bonesty. Did you never really 
and truly believe sometbing to be as yoa saiđ 
it was; and tben afterward, did you nerer 
find out tbat you were wrong?" 

«Yes, sir." 

"Well, were you not perfectiy bonest in 
believing tbat tbe tbing was as you saiđ, until 
you found out better? Did you mean to teli 
a falsebood about it ?" 

" I see now, Unćle Pbilip, tbat it makes no 
difference; tbey migbt bave been just as 
bonest, even if tbey were under a mistake." . 

"Yes; and tbeir bonesty is ali tbat we 
wisb to get at now. But as you mentioiied 
tbeir being mistaken, I will say a word, my 
cbildren, about tbat. I donot tbink tbat they 
were or could be mistaken in wbat tbey said;, 
and for saying wbicb tbey were bumt.'' 

« Why not, Uncle Pbilip ?" 
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*< Was Dick Green mistaken in what hap- 
peneđ at the river to Charles Markham?' 

"No, sir.'' 

" And why not, pray ?" 

" Because, it was something which any one 
wfao has eyes might bave seen; and little 
Dick has eyes, and good ones too." 

" You mean, then, that it was a fact : and 
that men are not so apt to be mistaken about 
£9icts when they have a good chance to find 
themout. Isthatit?" 

« Yes, sir." 

" Well; pray, were not our witnesse8 put to 
death for this yery thing : for saying that they 
8aw a great many fisusts ?" 

«Yes, sir." 

<< Well, as they 8aw them agaiu and again, 
at niany different times, and in many different 
places, they certainly had a good opportunity 
to find out whether they were mistaken in (M 
oi them. Besides that, if one was mistaken 
as to what he saw, there were several others 
to set him right : and when they talked to- 
gether, if they found that the fact appeared in 
the same way to ali of them, how could they 
be mistaken?" 
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^ Why, trul7, it đoes not seem likely that 
they fihouid ali be wrong." 

<< No, indeed : and therefore, my children, 
vhen tfiese men died for sajring that certain 
things đid happen which they saw, it proves, 
not only that thej were honest men, and be- 
lieved what they said; but it proves, aiso, 
that the things did actaally happen as they 
irelated them. Are you fatigued? If you 
are, I will stop ; but if not, I have a litlle 
more to say about the honesty and truth of 
our witnesses." 
" Oh, go on, go on, Unde Philip." 
^ Let me have your attention, then, or you 
will not understand me. I think these wit- 
^nesses of ours were honest, because there are 
some things told by them, about Christ, which 
they never could have written if they had not 
been true." 
" What are they, Uncle Philip ?" 
^I will teU yoii. When we take up the 
gospels and read about Christ, we do not find 
that the men who wrote those gospels esvet 
try to teli us what kind of cfaaracter Christ 
had. They do not say that he ^^ geneious^ 
Gt compassionate, or pious ; but they teli os 
.stories about him which show us what sort 
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of a being he was, without their 8aying any 
thing about it particularly. Let me 8how 
you what I mean. When we read the 8tory 
of Lazarus, who was deađ, and his two 
sislers ; the story does not say that Jesus was 
H man who felt very sorry for everybody who 
wa8 distressed ; and that he rejoiced to go 
•od help people out of their troubles, and that 
he had power to bring the dead back i^ain to 
life, and determined to exert it for these poor 
tisters : no such thing : but it just lets us 
know what he did, and leaves us to find out 
for ourselves by putting a great maay of his 
actions together in our minds, what sort of a 
being he wa8. And when, in this way, we 
get together in our thoughts a great many 
things which he did, we find out that his 
diaracter was perfect; we never find him 
đoing any thing which we are willing to 8ay 
wa8 wrong. He had fortitude, and cabnness, 
and kindness, and dignity, and wisdom, dji^ 
everjr thing else that is good ; and we see that 
he had ali this, and yet these writers never 
have told us ali this in so many word8. Now 
I wiU teli you what I think this prores ta 
us." 
« What \» il, Uacle Philip T 
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" Why, if these mea who wrote these books 
had đetermineđ to đescribe in writing the 
character of a perfect being, they could not 
have done it, if their souls had depended on 
it. Yery wise and learned men have tried to 
do this very thing, and they were not aUe ; 
and these apostles were not learned men ; and 
yet, by simp1y telling us what Jesus did, these 
unlearned men have really described a perfect 
character. Now, how đid they manage to do 
it? They did it without intending it, simply 
by telling the truth : for if they had made up 
ali these stories, just to give Christ a good 
character, they wouId have missed it. Nothing 
in the world is harder for learned and wi8e 
men, than to đescribe a man by his actions 
alone, and always to make him act just as 
such a man ought to act. Sometimes he 
will be inconsistent. And, to teli you the 
truth, I do not believe that these writers of the 
gospels knew themselves what a perfect char- 
acter they had made for Christ. Now, then, 
just see where we are brought. There are 
two things here, one of which must be true." 
« What are the two things, Uncle Philip ?" 
"Why, either these actions which these 
men 8ay Christ did were truly đone by him ; 
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OT, these unkarned men bave đone what the 
leameđ never coulđ do : they have invented 
a set of stories which exhibit a perfect being, 
i^hen they did not themselves know that they 
vrere doing it. Now which of these two 
things do you think is true ?" 

"Why, Uncie Philip, it is plain enough 
ihey never could have made ali these storiesi 
if leamed men could not." 

"Very well: then it must be trae that 
Christ really did what they say he did ; and 
if 80, they are honest men. 

^< Now, my dear children, one thing more, 
and we will stop. You have seen a baptism,. 
I suppose ?" 

" Oh yes, sir, often." 

'< Who do Christians say commandeđ bap- 
tbm to be administered?" 

" Why, the Saviour himself, sir." 

<< You have seen the Lord's Supper admin- 
istered, too, have you not ?" 

«Yes, sir." 

« Who commandeđ that?" 

" The Saviour, sir." 

"yery well. The people in this and ali 
Ghristian countries keep the first day of the 
veek (Sunday) holy, I believe»" 
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« yery goođ. Now, here are thiee/oef^— 
baptism, the Lord's Supper, and keepingSon- 
đay holy. Ali these facts mean something : 
idi Christians, from the T6ry beginning, have 
supposeđ that they điđ mean something ; anđ 
<h67 were always a part of their religiou 
which they đid not dare neglect, and here 
we have these facts among us at thisđ»y. 
They have been kept, then, among Christians 
for.hundređs of years, and Christians bare 
alwa3rs believed, too, that they had something 
to đo in the way of reminđing them of this 
Jesus Christ, and of what he diđ anđ saiđ. 
Now, will you just teli me, if Jesus Christ 
never liveđ, nor died, nor rose again, nor 
taught men, nor wrought miracies : if it is ali 
a wicked falsehoođ, how on earth đid these 
strange practices of baptism, and the Lord's 
Supper, and Sunđay keeping, get footing in the 
wor1đ, and keep it so as to be in tmn/nvon U9e 
for eighteen hundređ years ?" 

" I cannot teli, Uncle Philip.'^ 

" No, my dear chilđ, nor can any one else : 
for he must be a strange man whocan believe 
that 80 many people, in so many čdffermi 
countries, wiđe apart from each other, should 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



EVIDENOES OF CHRISTIANITT. 173 

ali have agreed together to keep up such a 
parcel of unmeaning ceremonies, and shoulđ 
have been able to make ali the rest of the 
world think that they were important, wheD| 
in fact, Christianity was ali a great falsehood. 
Whatdoyousay?" 

" Oh no, Uncle Philip, it is no &lsehood." \ 
" Very well, then our witnesses were honest 
men« Good-by." 



CONVERSATION XI. 

Uncle Philip talks to the ChUdren abaut 
Miracles, and tells them what a Mirojcle- 
is ; and he relates a ^ory about a Man 
who did not know what Ice was : and says 
something about a Man named Lazarusj 
who was brought hack to Life after he was 
dead. 

«Well, my đear children, are yoa ali 
here?" 
«Yes,sir." 

*< Sit down; then, and we will go to busineas« 
p2 
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Sappo9e we jast look back anđ see what we 
have fonnđ aut. What sajr you T 

«If you please, Uncle Philip, we will thank 
yoa to do so. Then we shall know exactly 
wfaeTe we are." 

"Very well, then. We have founđ out 
these things, I think i — 

^I. ThatabouteighteenhunđredyearBago, 
the people hađ a New Testament like onra, 
for they copieđ out of it. 

^' II. That these old people said this New 
Testament was written by the same persons 
whom we think wrote it. 

«in. That the Testament which those old 
persons had couid not have been altered with- 
out its being found out ; so that it has come 
đown to us substantially correct. 

" IV. That the men who wrote this New 
Testament were not crazy about religion, but 
had good common sense. 

"T. That they not only had sense, but 
were good honest men, who would not teli a 
lie." 

" Yes, Uncle Philip, I remember we have 
found out ali these things." 

" Very good. Now, then, we will jast look 
lAto this New Testament to see the tfaings 
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which these men have wTitten there. In ali 
I have been saying to you up to this time, I 
have never gone to the New Testament, ex- 
eept to Bhcfw you merely what words wete 
written there. I have never talkeđ to yoii acf 
if those words were certainly true, hecactse I 
hađ not praved that tliey were true. Bot ttow 
I have proved it ; so we have a right now to 
believe the stories which are told there. Do 
you understand me ?" 

" Oh, yes, sir ; when Mary read out of tfa» 
ScriptUres, it was just to show us that the 
worđs which she read were the same as the 
words in your old books ; and whether they 
were true or not mađe no difference then : 
you did not teli us that they were true, but 
meTely that they were the same.** 

"Exactly so ; but now I have showii ymt 
that my witnesses were men of »ense and 
honesty ; so now we wiH take their stoTy M 
true. When, then, I open this Neic Testa- 
ment, my chilđren, I read there that C^stiOb 
điđ some very wonderful things.** 

« Yes, Uncle Philip, and I knovr trhat they 
are calleđ." 

"What?' 

" They are called mirades, sk." 
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^ Tes ; and a miracle must be done by the 
power of a being who is greater than a man 
18 : a man cannot work a miracle by his owii 
power. Now these witnesses of ours teli ua 
that Christ did perform miracles, and you 
know we have already found out that they 
vere sensible, honest men, who teli the truth.'' 

«Yes,sir." 
^ " Then this is a/ac^, the things were done. 
Now I ask you, why do you suppose such 
wonderful works were performed?' 
* ^ Why, Uncle Philip, I do not know, unless 
it was to show that Christ, who did them, had 
more'power than any man had." 

" Precisely the true reason. But why should 
be show that he had more power ?" 

<^I suppose it was to show that God had 
something to do with the business." 

<* Very good : but why show that God had 
somethkig to do with it ?" 

«' Why, Uncle PhiUp, if God did reaUy do 
these wonderful things, or help any one to do 
them ; then it will prove that God was on the 
siđe of the miracles.^ , 

" Well, now, if v/hat Christ told the world 
was not true, would he have been able to 
work any miraclee 7^ 
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**No, sir; for God would never work a 
miracle to make the world believe something 
ihat was not true.'^ 

" Then you think that these miracles shoir 
ihat what Christ said was the truth, and that 
he proved it was the truth by the miracles I" 

« Yes, sir,'' 

<' Bat vre know that the witnesses who teli 
us what Christ said were honest men, and 
teli us the truth ; and if Christ did work miJra- 
cles, will it not prove that what they teli us 
is the truth of God?" 

"Yes, sir, itwill." 

" Very well,then ; if thesementell us the truth 
of God, and if .they, too, work miracles to prove 
it, as they did, they must have leamed it from 
God himself : He must have put it into their 
mincCs. Theycould tiot havereceivedit firoma 
man, for man did not know it : and if they 
learned it from God, my children, then our 
\lritnes8es were inspired" 

"What do you mean by inspired, Unde 
Philip?" 

<< I mean, that God put it into their minđs 
and thoughts what to write." 

« Then, Uncle Philip, when we read the 
New Testamenti it is the same thing as if w# 
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hear God speaking the worđs to us, to teach 
1UI our đutT^." 

'< I think so. And it ali depenđs on two 

tfaings. The first is, that here are miracies ; 

. and the next is, that God wouId never let a 

miracie be worked except to prove the (ruthJ^ 

" I believe I understand you, Uncle Philip ; 
though I have to think harder here than I 
have had to before." 

" Well, well : hard thinking will not hurt 
you,. But let us go on; you will find out 
what I mean before we have done talking 
about miracies. Suppose you should be in a 
room where there was somebody lying dead, 
and a man should come in and touch the. 
dead person, and he should immediately get 
up alive, and wa]k about, you would know 
that you could not do what the man^ctiđi 
wou]d you not ?" 

« Certainly, sir, that would be a miracie " 

" Very good : now suppose, again, that be- 
fore the man did it, he should say to you, * I 
have something to say to you, which Grod 
told me to say ;' what would you think ?" 

" Why, I should not know whether God 
had told him or not ; and I should say so to 
him.'* 
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" And you would say right enough : but 
suppose, again, he should say, < I will prove 
that God did teli me, for I will do something 
tirbich no man can do, unless he bas God's 
power to belp bim ; I will bring a dead man 
back to life ;' what would you think then ?" 

^<I should think that if he did raise the 
dead man to hfe God had helped him." 

"Now, wouJd God help him to prove a 
He?'' 

" I see it now, Uncle Philip : if he raiseđ 
the dead man, just to prove that God had sent 
him to teli me something ; and if he told me 
that this was what he did it for, and that God 
gave him ali the power he had; I should 
know that God did send him ; and so I would 
believe what he told me." 

" Now you bave it : so now you see how 
much proof there is in a miracle, I hope." 

" Yes, sir, I do. It is certain proof." 

" Yes, inđeed, the most certain of ali proof; 
and that is the very reason why some men, 
who do not love the New Testament, bave 
said that a miracle never could be proved." 

** And why not, Uncle Philip ? I am sure 
Aat if I should see you raise up a dead man. 
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I Goulđ teli ot that as well as of any Ihing 
•Ise.'' 

" To be sure you oould : biit I will teli yoii 
what these men 8ay about it. 'niey 8ay that 
if I should come and teli them a wonderM 
8tory about a dead man being iHrought back 
to Ufe, it woulđ be nothing but my es- 
perience of what I had seen; and as theif^ 
Đever had anysuch experience, that therefore 
their experience would kili mine : they woul€l 
just put theirs against mine, so that what I 
lold them would prove nothing." 

"Why, Uncle Philip, that seems foolish 
enough ; for it is just the same thing as saying 
lbey wouId not believe you, because they did 
mot see it themselves." 

^< Precisely the same thing ; and it is foolish 
enough. Why everybody believes ten thou- 
sand things which he never sato him9df» 
Were you erer in England?' 

« No, sir." 

" Well, do you think 6r believe that there 
m no such place rs England, because you 
never sawit?'' 

" Why, we are sure there is such a plaee, 
loc you have tolđ us about it, and we belitn 
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yon just as much as if we had been there our- 
selves." 

" I kiiow it ; and you act wisely, too. I 
will teli you a story. Many years ago, a 
gendeman was sent firom this very place 
(England) as an ambassador to a king who 
Uved somewhere in the East." 

"Stop, Uncle Philip ; what is an ambassa- 

\ 

" An ambassador is a person who is sent 
by one king or nation to another king or 
nation, to carry some message from one to the 
other, or to do some business for the king or 
people who sent him." 

"Oo on, Uncle Philip, I understanđ it 
now." 

** Well, then, the country of this Eastem 
king wa8 so wann that water never froze 
there. One đay, when he was talking with the 
ambassador about England, the ambassador 
happened to teli him that sometimes, in his 
country, water became so hard that people 
iralked on it The king, who never had 
seen ice in his life, laughed at the story, and 
never wouid believe one word of it ; for, said 
he, ali my experience is the other way . When 
thiQ amhaflsador went back to England^ and 
Q 
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told the people there this stor7, ever^bodf 
laugheđ at the Eastern king, for the7 knew 
verj well that there was such a thing bm ioe, 
(hough the king had never seen it." 

" Yes, and that 8tor7 shows how foolish it 
18 not to believe a thing unless you can see k 
for jrourself." 

^^Soitđoes. Butnowletusgoon. There 
are a great many miracies spoken o( in the 
N«w Testament. There are about forty 
which the book says Christ performed. Nov 
we cannot speak of them ali ; it wouId take 
too much time. So let us just take the 8tory 
of one, and talk about that : let us see whethery 
as these witnes8es teli the >story, it is not 
plain that there was a real miracle." 

" Well, Uncle Philip, that will be a VBry 
good way ; for if Christ did one, it is plaiB 
that he could do more." 
^ <^ So I think. One is as good for proof as 
a hundred wouId be. Now which shatt I 
take?" 

^ Take one about raising a dead persea to 
life, for we have been talking about that at 
Teađy, you know." 

^ yery good. Then I shall take the miracie 
4)f Cjbrist's raising Laaarus irom thadead< I 
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tfiink that wheii we get the story from our 
witnesses, we shall see that there couid be ilo 
mistake in the matter. I shall take it as St. 
John tells it This Lazarus, then, it 5eeinS| 
lived with his two sisters, in a little village 
named Bethany, about two miles from the 
dtj of Jerusalem Christ, with his disciples, 
wa8 in another part of the country ; he waa 
in (ialilee, beyond the river Jordan, a place 
whieh was at some distance from Jerusalem. 
While he was there he received a message 
fiom the sisters of Lazarus, sent to let him 
know that their brother was sick. He re- 
mained where he was two whole days after he 
leceived this message ; and then he told his 
điscii^es that Lazarus was dead. He sets out 
fi>r Bethany ; and when he gets there, he finds, 
BOt only that he is dead, but that he has been 
buried /our days : when he gets to the house 
of- Lazarus, he finds there a large number of 
Jew8 who hare gone in to comfort these po<»r 
sisters. Now let us stop here for a few 
moments : I wish to show you that in this 
business there was no trick. Did Christ teli 
his disciples that Lazarus was dead 7^* 
««Yes,8ir." 
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^And điđ the Jews who were comfordnl; 
these sisters love Christ ?" 

« No, sir." 

^Yerywell,theD. If,iDsteađofreal]yiaismg. 
Lazarus, he meant by a trick to make them 
believe that he did it, let us see what he 
haa đone : he has caught himself ; for, in the 
first place, he tolđ his own followers that the 
man really was đead ; and there they are to 
see ali that he does ; now if he does not trul^ 
bring him back, to life when he tries to đo it, 
his foUowers will not believe him any more, 
and so he will lose them. Am I right 7" 

" Yes, sir." 

" And he has put it out of his power to de- 
ceive them by any trick, for here he has 
waited several days, and then brought them 
to the very place where mafay of his ene- 
mies are assembled, watching him narrowly9 
and ready enough to find out the trick, if there 
should be one. Am I right, again ?" . . 

"Yes, sir." 

" Very well, then ; it is my opinion, that if 
he had any trick in the matter, he has put 
them in the way of finding it out. Now let 
us go on. As if these Jews were not Iikely 
to watch him closely enough, he actuaUy 
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draws their notice by his conduct. He is very 
sori7, and weeps, and the Jews begin to vrhia^ 
per to one another that he has not any power, 
fer that if he had he would not have let 
Lazarus die. So now they are reađy to watdi 
him more closely still. Now we come to an- 
other thing: Lazarus was reallj/ dead^ for 
when they ali čame to the grave, the sisters 
said that his bođy must be decaying, and that 
it wouId be offensive to smeli. So that they 
ali agreed he was dead. But, as if there were 
not enough already to make them watch him 
closely, he tells them to take the stone off from 
the grave. Now just think, my children, of 
ali these things. Here they were, ali stand- 
iog around the grave, waiting to see what 
was to be done. Some were friends, and 
scmie were enemies ; and here was the verj 
being of whom these very Jews had heard so 
much, about to do one of his wonderful work8 
before their own eyes ; so that now they had 
a chance to see for themselves. Now teli me, 
do you believe that ali these people gave no 
attention to what was going on before them?" 
•* Ah, Uncle Philip, I know that if T had 
been there, I shouid have watched with ali 
dia eye8.I had." 
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<< Yes, and so did they. But let nt ^ ott 
with the story. After the stone was taken 
away, he 8ays, <Lazarus, come forth!' anđ 
St John says, <He that was dead čame forth.* 
Now what trick could there be here ? He 
never used his hands at ali : he did nothiog 
but speak." 

" Uncle Philip, if the story is truly told, 
there was no trick in it." 

" Well, we have alreađy found out that it is 
truly told : but there is more proof still. Ta 
give these very Jews, who were the neigh« 
bours of Lazarus, a fuU opp()rtunity to juđge 
for themselves whether Lazarus was reall/ 
alive, he lets them with their own hands take 
off his grave-clothes. Now just suppose that 
some one whom you knew very well shoulđ 
die, and you should look upon his corpse, and 
then go to his funeral, anđ see him put into 
the grave ; and suppose you had gone back 
to the house, and seen ali his brothers and / 
sisters weeping, and should have tried ta 
comfort them : and then suppose, again, that 
you had gone four days afterward and stood 
by his grave, and when he was called, should 
have seen your friend, whom you had alway8 
imown, come forth, anđ shoulđ have helpeđ 
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with yoiir own hands to take off his grave« 
elothes : teli me, do you think that ali thw 
eould have been a trick, and that you were 
mistaken in ali these things ?" 

** Never, Uncle Philip, never." 

** Well, if to your owii opinion about this 
ihing, eyerybody else who was at that grare 
with you added theirs, and thought justas 
3rou did, would you hare any doubts ?" 

« No, sir." 

^ And if other people who were not at the 
grave with you, and who did not like to be* 
lieve such a strange thing, should knoMT 
your firiend, and when they saw him alire 
again should give np, and think that you weTe 
right, would you not think yourself to be crazy 
ifyoudoubted?'' 

"Yes, sir." 

" Well, we have not done yet. None of the 
people who lived at the same time with Laz- 
arns ever pretenđed to deny that he wa8 
faiseđ from the dead. St. John tells us that 
many of the Jews who were at the grave, 
when theysaw this wonderful thing which 
Christ did, ' believed on him.' " 

** And who could help it, Uncle Philip?' 

^ Some did help it The rest of the Jewf 
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went and <toIđ the chief-priests and Phariseoi 
what they had seen ;' but not one told them 
that it was ali a lie. These chief-priests and 
Pharisees would bave contradicted it if the7 
could, but they did not dare do it ; too man7 
people had seen it. They were very angj7; but 
they did not dare bave tbis thing ezamined 
closely: they were afraid it would only be 
proved more and more plainly< still. The 
people in the large city of Jerusalem had 
heard of tbis wonderful thing, and they were 
talking about it : and the chief-priests were 
80 angry that they determined, if they coulđ, 
to kili Jesus for this thing. St. John tells us 
that they saiđ, ' What do we, for this man 
doih many miracUs : if we let him alone^ aU 
men wUl believe on him? 1s not the proof 
pretty strong?" 

" Oh yes, sir, very strong." 

<< Well, there is more yet, my dear chilđtra. 
Everybody who heard the story would, y(m 
know, wi8h to see this Lazarus who had been 
brought to life. Now hear what the 8tory 
8ay8 about that: 'Much people of the Jew8 
knew that he (Jesus) was at Bethany, and 
they čame from Jerusalem thither, not for 
/490U8' šake OQly, but that they fMghi jm 
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LšOzarus, whom he hod raisedfrom the dead. 
But the chief-priests consulted, that they might 
put Lazarus to death| because that bpreason 
qf kim many of the Jews weiit away and be- 
lieveđ on Jesas.' Now, my dear children, had 
not these people a good opportunity of ia« 
quiring ali about it V 

«Yes,8ir." 

'< And would they believe such a strange 
thing, if it were not true, when by believingit 
th0y knew that they would make the chief- 
priests angry with them ?" 

« I think not, Uncle Philip." 

"More still. These Jews who were at the 
grave told the people in the city, and when 
CSirist entered Jerusalem, this is what St 
John tells us happened : — ' The people there- 
fore that were with him, when he called Laz- 
arus out of his grave, and raised him from 
tbe dead, bare record. F&r this catise, the 
people met him, for that they heard he had 
đone this miracle. The Pharisees, therefore, 
said among themselves, Perceive ye how ye 
prevail nothing? the world has gane afier 
Um:' 

^ Then, Uncle Philip, it seems as if ali the 
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paople in J^usakm belie^ed tfaat he htd 
riised Lazanis.^ 

^Yea: anđdojrousupposethat if thechid^ 
priesis had possessed the smallest opportonitjr 
of raising a snspidon that it wa8 ali a trick, 
they woiild not have done it?' 
" Done it ! certainly they woiild," 
*^ So I thinlc ; and we should liave had their 
8tor7 here, just as we have it related in ihe 
histor7 of Chriat's resurrection, where the7 
tried to prove it wa8 ali a trick. ^ novr^ 
what 8ay you to this story of raising Lazarus V' 
" Why, that there wa8 no trick about if* 
** Veiy well, then it waa true. If trae, it 
was tnirctculous. If miraculous, then God 
sent aur Saviour. If Grod sent liim, then what 
he told his disciples was from Ood. If it 
was from God, then what they wrote is the 
JVard of God. If the New Testament be &e 
Word of God, then it is ali true ; and there is 
the rule which God has given us to walk bjr. 
Oood-by, my dear children : we will have ona 
talk more when you come again." 
« Good-by, Uncle Philip » 
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(Jncle Philip talks with the Children abaui 
Prophets and Prophecies^ which the Jetos 
had about Christ many hundred j/ears be- 
fore he čame, He tells them some very 
strange things about the City of Jerusalem^ 
and teaches them a short Prayer ; after 
ichich they get a Cake and go hom£. 

" Well, my dear children, I am happy to 
oee you ali bere. I bave been fearful, more 
than once, that you would become weary of 
ouTConversations on the truth of Christianity. 
I know that they compel yoii to think ; and 
perhaps you would like stories of animals, or 
of my travels, or of our own country better. 
After to-day, then, we will take up some of 
these subjects. We have come now to our 
last conversation about the Christian religion, 
and the subject is so important that I hope 
you will endeavour to remember ali that I 
have said." 
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" We will, Uncle Philip ; and we think that 
we unđerstanđ you as far as you have gone." 

" Very good : you will not be troubled to 
unđerstanđ what I am now about to 8ay. 
Do you know what prophecy means?" 

" Yes, sir. When a person teliš of what 
will happen, a long time before it does happeni 
that person is called a prophet, and what he 
tells is called his prophecy." 

" True. And if the thing real]y happens, 
as he said it would, it will prove, — what?" 

«Why, that he told ihe truth; and, that 
8omehow or other, he knew beforehand what 
wouId happen." 

"How could he know beforehand? Can 
f/ou teli what will happen fifty years from ihis 
time?" 

« No, sir." 

" Can any being teli T 

"Yes, sir; God can teli, fcr he knows 
eyery thing ; and no other being but God does 
kno^-." 

« Very good : then if a man tells truly what 
will happen, God must have put it into his 
mind ; for no being but God knew any thing 
about it. Is this so ?" 

''Tes; sir ; it seems to be so." 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



BVIDENCES OF CHRISTIANITV. 193 

^It oertainljr is so, my children. And 
therefore whea men teli tndj/i a long time 
be&nehand, what will happen, it is proof that 
God is on the siđe of what they 8ay ; for if be 
đid not help them, they oould never teli." 

" That is plain enough, Uncle Philip." 

^^ Yery well, then ; it shows, too, that what 
tli6y say is on the side of truthj for God would 
never help any man to prove a lie, you 
knov." 

" Certainly not, sir." 

^Now, then, into howmany parts is the 
Bibledivided?' 

<< Two, sir ; the Old Testament and the New 
Testament." 

^'Right : and who had the Old Testament 
before the New was made ?" 

'' Why, you saiđ, sir, that it wa9 ali the 
Hble that the Jews had." 

<< Yes. TIm Jews had the CHd Testament. 
Mow this Old Testament bas a great many 
books in it, just as the New bas : and some 
of tbese books vr&te written by prophets, and 
in them they teli of a great many thinge 
which were to happen long after they were 
deađ.'' 

<< Yes^ Uncle Philip, I knov the luunes of 

R 
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some of those prophets. There was one 
named Isaiah, and another named Jeremiahi 
and there was Ezekiel, and Amos, and Zecha* 
riah, and a great many others.'' 

"That is ali true. Now, among other 
things which these prophets wrote wa8 some- 
thin|!^ about a great personage who was to 
come, and be đistinguished among the Jews: 
he was to deliver them firom their tronbles, 
and many things were to happen to him, and 
they called him the MessicJiJ^ 

*< And what does that word mean, Unde 
Philip?" 

'^ One who is sent as a messenger or an 
ambassađor. I tolđ you what an ambassador 
is." 

« Yes, sir." 

<< Well, the Jews always believed that this 
great personage would come, as their projdiets 
bad said he would ; and as it is written by 
them in the Old Testament that he wonlđ: 
and now I wish to show you that there are 
certain things written by these prophets of 
the Jews about their Messiah^ which have 
happened exactly as they said, to our Chriat : 
and no hi8toryin the world mentions any 
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other person to whom such things did happen, 
except our Christ." 

" Then you think, Uncle Philip, that our 
Christ was their Messiah ?" 

" I have no doubt of it." 

" Uncle Philip, will you teli us how long 
before they happened, were the things writteQ 
by these prophets about the Messiah ?" 

" They were written at different times ; but 
ali of them hundreds of years before Christ 
čame." 

"Stop, Uncle Philip, stop, if you please- 
There is one thing which I have just thought 
o^ and I should like to know something 
about it." 

«Whatisit?" 

" Why, you know that after a thing had 
happened, men might write a book, and say 
in it that such a thing would happen, and 
then pretend that their book was very old, 
and wTitten hundreds of years before the thing 
took place." 

" They might, posšibly : but it would be 
yerydifficult for any man to write a book 
now, and then make people believe that it wa6 
many hundred years old. But in this case 
we are very sure that the books of the prophets 
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were written long Ufare Christ čame. B^ 
member that these yeiy books vere a pfeurt. <A 
Ihe Jevo* Bible, and therefore tb6y took the 
greatest possible care of them. They e^ea 
counted tfie worđs anđ the letten in them, to 
prevent people from changiog them in any 
way : and eyen now, at thit reij day, th^re 
are Jews with these very same books in their 
possession, and they take the greatest care of 
them. So that I think w6 may be certain 
they are right : for the Jews would not idter 
them ; aođ if Christians had tried to do it, so 
as to put in a prophecy after the thing had 
happened,they vould have been found outby 
the books which the Jews had." 

" I see it now, Uncle Philip. The Jews 
had these books before Christ caKne, and have 
them yet ; so that Christians could not gM 
hold of them to alter them." 

^ Yes. And now, to make these prophecies 
plainer, and to shovr you that the things 
mentioned in them did happen to Christ, I 
last night wrote them down by the side of 
each other, on a pieoe of paper, anđ Sušan 
Markham may reađ them for us. Rere they 
are, Susa-^." 
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(Sušan reads) 
I. It was foretold where the Messiah should 
1>eborn. 



PROPHECr. 

Thou Bethlehem, Eplira- 
^tah, though thou be little 
smoDg the thousands of Judah, 
jet oat of thee shall he come 
forth nnto me, that is to be 
niler in IsraeL Micah v. 2. 



FULFILMBNT. 

And Josephwent up jfrom 
Galilee with Mary, his espous- 
ed wife, unto Bethlehem ; and 
while they were there, she 
brought forth her fiist bom 
8on. Luke zi 4-6. 



II. It was foretold that Messiah should be a 
Prophet. 



I will raise them up a pso- 
phet from among their breth- 
ren like unto thee. Deutei> 
onomy zviii. 1& 



The woman saith unto him, 
Sir, I perceive that thou art a 
prophet. John iv. 19. 

A great prophet is riaen up 
among us. John vi. 14. 

This is, of a truth, that pro- 
phet which should come into 
the world. John vii. 40. 



in. It was foretold that Messiah should 
begin to preach in Galilee. 



In Galilee, of the nations,the 
pecple that WB]ked in darkness 
bave aeen a gieat light. Isaiah 
iz. 1,2. 



Now, when Jesus hađ heard 
that John was čast into prisan, 
he departed into Galilee, and be- 
gan to preach, &c. Matth0w 
iv. 12-17. 



IV. It was foretold that Messiah should be 
b$trayed b7 one of his owii followers for thirtp 
r2 
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pieces of silver ; and that with this money the 
poturaš Jielđ shonid be purchased. 



in wfaom I tniflted,who đid eat 
of niy bieid, hath lifteduphii 
beeltgainftme. PnOm^did. 

So itu(f vrmf^bted tor my 
|»ice thirtf pieces o£ silrer. 
Zadmiah xL 12. 

And the Lord aaid unto me, 
čast itunto the potter: agoodly 
piice that I wa8 i»ized at of 
tiiem! And I iock the thirty 
jnecei of silver, and čast them 
to the potter in the house of the 
Lord. ZechaiiahzL 13. 



Then Satan enteied intb J9k- 
đas, being one of the tw^ve. 
Lukezzii. 3. 

And they covenanted with 
him tot thiity pieces of silver. 
Matthew zxvi 15. 

And the chief-pnests took 
the silver, and boaght with 
them the potter*s field, ta hearj 
stiangershL MatthewzzviL7. 



y. It wa8 foretold that Messiah shdulđ 
suffer pain and ignominy. 

Pilate took Jesos and scour- 
ged him. John ziz. 1. 
The soldiers platted a crown 



They pieroed my hands and 
my £eet. Psalm xziL 16. 

I gaTe my back to the smi- 
teis. Isaiah 1. 6. 



I hidDOt ay &es from ahime 
•ađ ^pitting. Isaiah 1. 6. 



of thomsand put it on hisheađ : 
and they smote him with their 
hands. .Tofan zix. 2, 1 

And tlisy spit vpoii iBUi, ind 
smota him on the bssd. list- 
th0WZXViL9O Maikzv.19. 



VI. It was foretdld that Messiah should be 
mocked and derided. 



AS tfaey that see me latigh mb 
torseosa; «hey riiootoat the lip, 
S8yinf , Ha trosted in God thst 



While Christ wks cb the 
Gtoss, th^ pssse ri by deiilii% 
him, wagging their be«ds^ and 
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hm vrtKM. đeliver him ; let him 
deliverhiin, seeing he đelighted 
inhim. Psulm xzii. 7. 8. 



8aying, He tnieted m 66đ, let 
him deliver him now, if he will 
have him. Matthew xxvii. 39, 
43. MarlLxV.29. Lukezliif. 
2$. 



TU. It was foretolđ that Messiah shoulđ 
have vinegar oflfeređ him to đrink ; and that 
his vesture shouid be disposed of by lot^ and 
his garments divided. 



1n my thirst they gave me 
Hnegftr to đrink. Fsahn ixix. 



They J>art iny garments 
aJBongthem, and eait lota npon 
mT veature. Psalm tiii. 18. 



And 8traightway one of them 
Tan» and took a sponge, andfilled 
it wlth vinegar, and put it on • 
reed, and gave him to drink. 
Matthew txvii. 48. 

They parted hiB garttMtu, 
castmg lota upon them. Madi 
XV. 24. 

Then the adđieM tOok Ui 
garmentf and Bmđe fona parta, 
to every soldier a part. John 
xix.23. 



Vin, It was foretold of Messiah that riot t 
bone o( him shouid be broken, and that he 
shouid be pierced. 



He keepeth ali hii bones, not 
oiiAoftiiediiBbtok«k PnOm 
zxxiT.2Q. 

Tliey M& look upon me 
if^mm, Chey Uim pMrosd. 
Zechariah zii. 10. 



When they tatae to Jesna, 
and 8aw ihat ke ¥ra8 dnd al- 
ready, they brake not hia legs. 
John xix. 33. 

But one o^lhe »olđfIM IVfttl 
aapeatpiarMdbifttdt. John 
zix. 34. 
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** Well, my chilđren, these passages will be 
safficient, I hope, to show you how what the 
prophets had said shoulđ happen to their 
Messiabi đid reall^ happen to our Savlour, 
Christ ; and I could 8how 70U a great many 
more." 

"Uncle Philip, in how many cases would 
what they wTote about their Messiah agree 
with what happened to Jesus ?" 

^In about a hundred cases: and it is a 
Tery remarkable thing that there shouid be 
siich a wonderful agreement, if these things 
were not really meant of Christ. One or 
two, or even more, things might have hap- 
pened to him, which wouId agree with wlmt 
the prophets had foretold ; but I cannot think 
that if he were not the person meant, one 
hundred things would have been found in his 
life to fit so exactly with the prophets' wri- 
tingft« But there are more prophecies of an^ 
other kind, if you would like to hear them." 

« What are they, Unde Philip ?" 

" Why, our Saviour was a prophet himsel^ 
and there are many things which he foretold, 
writtea in the New Testament; ibd they 
happened just as he said they woilld. Wou]đ 
you like to hear a few of these T 

«YwtSir.'* 
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*^ He fotetold that his đisciples would ali far« 
Mke hith. 



Tfae koiit tatoHh, yea, i« 
BOW eome, tkat ye shall be 
scatteTed every man to his own, 
and shall leave me alone. John 
xvi. 32. 



Then ali l^e điadplei ftnMk 
him and fled. Matthew zzvv 
56. 



" He foretolđ that Peter should deny him. 



The cock shall not crow tili 
thoa hast đenied me thrice. 
Joha ziii. 3a. 



Peter said« Man, I know not 
what thou 8aye8t ; and imme- 
điatelj, whil6 he yet tpak^ tfaif 
cock crew. Luke zzii. 60. 



1 wiU tee you again. John 
XTi22. 

Aftttr I am luen again, I will 
fo bafiire 70a into Galilee. 
Hatth0w zxvL 32. 



'' He foretolđ that after his death, he should 
appear to his disciples. 

The eleven disciples weiit 
awa7 into Oahlee, into a motm*' 
tain where Jesns had appointed 
them, and when they 8aw him, 
they wor8hipped him. Mat- 

|th«wxrtiii. 18,17. 

I 

" And so there were a great many thingi 
which he foretolđ. He said that one of his 
own disciples should betray him : and he told 
them, before it happened, which one it would 
be ; be told them, also, that he should be put 
to death, and the place of his sufiering, also ; 
80, too, he told them b7 whom he should 
sujSer; and that he should be mocked, and 
spit on: and everjr thing happened as he 
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it woulđ. But th^re wa8 one veryTe- 
markable thing which he foretold, and the 
JewB and the heatbens, in their own histories, 
are obliged to confess that things happened as 
he aaid they neonld." 

« What is it, Uncle Philip ?" 

" It wa8 the destruction of the city of Jera- 
aalem. Christ said that many remarkable 
things shoulđ take place just before the citj 
WBa đe8troyed, as you may see in Matthew 
xxiT., Mark xii., and Luke xzi. And now 
let us inquire whether these things đid hap- 
pen. 

*'I. Christ said that many false Messiahs 
shouid appear. 

" Josephus was a Jew, and wrote a history 
of his own nation, and he tells us that there 
were many persons who pretendeđ that they 
were sent by God, and deceived the people. 
And he mentions ^i particular, that a false 
prophet, an Egyptian, led thirty thousand men 
into the desert, where they were nearly ali 
put to death by the Roman governor. This 
account is in Josephus' History of the Wars 
of the Jews, book ii., chapter xiii. He says, 
too, in another place, that ' the country was 
filled with impostors who đeluded the multi- 
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tuđe/ There was a man nameđ Theudas, 
^who boasteđ himself to be somebody, as the 
New Testament informs us : Josephns say8 
diat this man persuađed many of the people 
to take their goođs and follow him to thl) 
river Jordan: he said that Gk>d had sent 
him, and that he would command the water8 
of the river to divide, and give the peofđe an 
opportunity to pass over on dry ground. And 
he tells us aiso of many others who pretended 
to be sent of God ; but I suppose these will 
do.'^ 

« Yes, sir." 

" II. Christ said there should be waTS and 
cmnmotiotts. 

" Jast before Jerusalem was destroyed there 
were terrible waT8 in the Roman dominions, 
and the quarrels for the place of emperor were 
so great that four emperors were tdlled withia 
eighteen months, as Joscphus tells us. Be- 
sides this, where the Jew» and people of other 
nations lived together in the same city, they 
rose up and fought each other. At Os^sarea, 
the Jews and Syrians fought, and twenty 
thoosanđ Jew8 were killed. Josq)hus says, 
that in every city, the people were dii^ded 
iiitQtwoannie8a^;ainsteacb other. AtAlij^* 
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«iiđ?ia flfty thonsanđ Jewt-wet6 kiileđ, «t 
Đtmascafl ten thousanđ, and so m othv 
plaees ; tbe war8 were đreadfoU 

^III. CSirist taid that there ahould h$ ^m- 
ine anđ pestfleDce. 

' ^ In Acts XX. 98^ tbeie it an aoeount <tf » 
ftmiiie which wat fioTetold b7 a man nanađ 
Agabns ; anđ there are twi> wrileny Baaiad 
Suetoniot and Taoitns, who uH na that tim 
fcmine took plaoe in the reign of Oaođmf 
Cšsar : anđ Jo«q>hus 8ay8 that a gnat mmBf 
people in Jerusalem stanređ." 

^ Uncle Philip, were Suetoniua and Taoitas 
Chrietianff' 

*^Oh no: they đid not belieTe ia Cbriat 
any more than Joaephns đid. Tbeie wa8 
pestilmee too, Jotephus 8ays, thronghoul a)I 
Jnđea.'^ 

^' Well, Unde HiiHp, ali Hm aeema to be 
truly wonđwfu).'' 

^ Ye8 1 bnt I ham not done ye^ theie aie 
more wonderfal things ttill behind. 

^iy. Ohriat said there riionld ba eartb- 
qiiakes. 

^Thert is an old vriter named PhikMEt- 
tos, and he 8aya, that about this time tkeie 
^ eartbiimkee in Cieto^ and SDiyiBa, and 
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Miletos, and Chios, and Samos. Tacitus tellg 
us that there was one at Rome about tbe same 
time ; and he also sajs^ that in the reign of 
Nerc (who was one of tlie four emperors 
killed within eighteen months, as I told you), 
the cities of L^odicaea^ Hier£q>olis, and Colosse 
were OTerthrown ; and the celebrated city of 
Fompeii was almost demolished by an eartb- 
qua^. 

'^ y. Christ said that there should be fearfid 
sigfats and signs from heaven. 

" Now hear what Josephus sajrs ."^-A star 
bnng orer the city of Jerusalem like a sword, 
imd a comet continued for a whole yeaar. 
When the peoi^ assembled in the temple to 
worship at the ninth hour of the night, there 
shone so great a light about the altar and the 
temple, that it was as bright as day ; and this 
oontiniied for half an hour. The eastem 
gate of the temple, whieh wa8 of solid htas9^ 
Hnd 80 heavy that it requir6d twenty men to 
shut it, though it wa» faatened l^ strong 
bars and botts, opened of its own accorđ, «id 
9Quld hardly be shut again. Belbre tbe set- 
ting of tbe sun, the people over ali the eou&try 
S9W cbariots aad armiea in tbe clouđs fight^ 
Wg. Y(hm tbQ piMst9) at ther feffifcoC fen« 
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tecost, were going at night into the temple, 
they heard a Toice, sayi]]g, Let us depart 
hence. There was a common coiintr3rman 
who ran up and down the streets day and 
night, c]ying, ' A voice from the east, a voice 
from the west, a voice from the faur winds, 
a voice against JeruscUem and the temple, a 
voice against the bHdegroam and the bride, 
a voice against aU the peopleJ The magis* 
trates had him whipped ; but still he crieđ, 
' W6, wo to JerusalemJ At last, when he was 
crying, ' Wo, wo to the city and the people, 
amd to the temple; wo, wo also to mysAff 
just as he spoke the last words, a stone fell 
and struck him deađ on the spot." 
( "Uncle Philip, these things are most won- 
đerful : can they be true T 

"They are indeed wonderful; Josephus 
himself says that they are so strange, that 
they would be hard to believe, if there wei6 
not so many who knew them to be true. I 
believe them for three reasons." 
« What are they, Uncle Philip T 
" In the first place, Josephus is a writer of 
good character and credit: he is not com- 
monIy supposeđ Xo havBwritten falsehoođs. 
lo tfae nezt place, in his account of thise 



i 
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things he does not hesitate to sa7 that a great 
many people saw them, and knew them to be 
true ; so that he does not seem to fear their 
contradiction. And in the last place, Tacituf 
gives prettymuch the same account. This is 
what he says : ' There happened several ver7 
wonderful things ; armies were seen to rush 
together in the heavens, arms were glittering, 
and suddenly the temple was made bright by 
a light from the clouds; the doors of the 
temple were suddenly thrown open, and a 
▼oice, greater than human, was heard, sajring 
that the gods were departing.' " 

" Well, Uncle Philip, these seem to be very 
good reasons for your belief." 

<' So I think. But suppose these things did 
not happen, even then enough did happen 
which Christ foretoid, to leave no doubt in 
our minds. There were many other particu- 
lars which our Saviour mentioned, but we 
have considered enough. And novr, my dear 
chiidren, what do you think of the evidenoe 
from prophecy?" 

<< Ah, Uncle Philip, it is just as plain as any 
which has gone before it." 

<< And what do you think of the CSiristiaii 
religion now, is it true ?" 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



206 CONVBBSATIOire ON THE 

<< True ! why, Uncle Philip, I was satisfie 
long and long ago. You have mađd it plaii 
80 that I oould understand it ; and I, for om 
/ am v€ry much obliged to you." 

** Yes, and so are W6 ali, Uncle Pkilip." 

"Then, my dear children, I am Ter 
thankful. AU I wished wa8, that you shoul 
know something about it for yourselves, an 
therefore I took such parts of the proofs as 
thought might be made plain for yoti. Thei 
is a great deal more which might be saiđ, we] 
yoa older : and which woukl make it plaim 
still, but when yon are older, you can rea 
large books about it, and then you will kno' 
as much as Uncle Philip does. And now, i 
we have found out that the New Testamei 
is true, you must remember these things : — 

" I. Reverence the Worđ of God. 

« n. Study the Word of God. 

" III. Obey the Word of God. 

" Now, to understand it and obey it, yo 
need God's help, which he is willing to give 1 
those who will ask it for Christ's šake. Theri 
fore, my.dear children, if you wish the Ne^ 
Testament to be of service to you, you mui 
pray that the Holy Špirit would be pleased t 
help you in understanding and obeying i 
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And here is a short and beautiful prayer 
which I leamed from the prayer-book of the 
Episcopalians : and in this prayer I think a]l 
good men will be very willing to join. I al- 
ways like to use it just before I read the Bible. 
" ' Blessed Lord, who hast caused ali Holy 
Scriptures to be written for our leaming, 
grant that we may in such wise hear them, 
read, mark, leam, and inwaTdly digest them, 
that by patience and comfort of thy holy 
Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast 
the blessed hope of everlasting life, which 
thou hast given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

^^ Now go to my housekeeper, olđ Margaret, 
she has a cake for each one of you, and ajfter 
you get it you may go home." 



THB END. 
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Numbers alreadt/ PtMished. — Each Workcan hs haJ 
s€parately. 



LIVES OF THE APOSTLES and EARLV MAR- 
TYRS OF THE CHURCH. 18mo. [No. I. of ths Boy'f 
and Girl's LibraTj. Đesigneđ for Sunđaj ReacUng.] 
This, as well as some of tbe 8ubsequent numbers of the Bafu 
and GirPs Librarj, is especially designed for Stinđaj reađing, 
and the object of the writer bas been to direct the minds of 
yuuthful readers to the Bible, hj exciting an interest in the livet 
and actions of the eminent apostles and martyT8 who bore testi- 
monj to the truth of their missions and of the Rededmer by 
thcir preaching and their righteous death. The 8tyle is beanti- 
taHj simple, and the narrative is interspersed with ccmunents 
ond reflections remarkable for their devout špirit, and for the 
cleamess with which they elncidate whatever might appear to 
the tender mind either contradictory or unintelligible. It is 
impossible for any child to read these afifecting histories withoat 
beeoming interested ; and the interest is so directed and im- 
prored as to implant and foster the purest principlee of religiOD 
and morality. The most- esteemed r^^ligiotu pnblicatioiM 
throughout the Union bave united in cordial ezpreesions of 
prcise to this as well as the other Scriptural numbers of Ubrn 
Library, and the publishers bave had the gratiiication uf n- 
cciving from mdividuals eminent for piety, the vranuest com- 
mendatlons not only of the plan, but aleo of thft moonOff io 
v^ch it liafi been 80 ffur ceocutod. , 
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SUNDAV EVENINGS; o«, ar EASY INTRO- 

DUCTION TO THE READING or rai BIBLE. [Nofc 
IV. and Xiy. of tbe Boj'm and Girrs libraij.] 
Tbe title of this ezcellent little work flufficientlj ozplaiat 
iks objed Ab an introdaction to the kiumlcdge of Scriptme 
Hiftoi7, and an incentiva to the 8tudy of the Sacied Volumen 
it is calculated to produce the most happy effects upon the 
minda of children; and tbe 8implicity o the language pre- 
ier?ei to the story ali thoae channa which are inhereat m the 
narratire, but are sometunes lost to very joutbfol readera bj 
tbeir want of a perfect understanding of the worđ8 thej read. 
Beaides a developed and connected ▼iew, in eaaj language, 
of the Scripture story itself, the author bas endea^oured to m- 
teraperae in the narrative aucb noticea of the countriea apokeii 
of, together with auch referencea to the New Testament and 
practical remarks, as would tend to make the book either more 
interesting, more intelloctuaily improring, or more valuable in 
a moral and religious light : and it caimot fail of obtaining the 
approbation of ali judicioua aiul pions parents, and of proving, 
by the blessing oi God, an assistance to the Christian mother, 
in giving to her children an early know]edge and love of hia 
Sacred Word. 

** The style is sunple, the sentimenta ezpressed Scriptoral, 
and the book eTery way calculated aa an aasistant in the ior 
■trnction of chUdren.— 7^ Prtabytmai, 

**To be commended cordially.*'— 7^ Chmchmm. 

**We reoommend it particalar]y to mothera and gnaidiaDe 
of the yuung, confident that it will obtain tbeir approbation, aut 
prore an assistance to them in giving those under tbeir care am 
•aiiy knowledge and love of the Sacred Word.'»--Am. IVaudier 

" The work is well worthy the attention of parents and in. 
■tracters, to whom we most cheerfully recommend It ** Satim 

MuTOT, 

" It will be fbunđ, we think, a uselid auxiliary in the hanđi 
of parents, cnd a most winDing book to chilđran '^^CommfStit 
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TALES niOM AMERICAN HISTORV. [Noa. IX 
X. and XI. of the Boj's and GirUa librarj.] 

The writer of these Tales has hađ in Tiew two chief pw> 
poaes, — the one to convey to the juvenile reader a general iđea 
cf the incidenta connected with the di8coyery and 8abseqiienl 
idstoij of the American continent ; the other to excita an » 
tereat in the aubject which shall create a deaire for more miniitt 
and eztfflisire infonnation. These purpoees hare been efiectad 
with mnch succesa, and the volumea will be found instroctiv« 
and entertaining. In the majority of instancea, the Talea hava 
been aelected with reference to the illustration of aoma mon» 
piinciple; and the firequent opportmiities affotded for the intio 
dnction of reflections leading to the cultivation of piety and r^ 
ligkm haTe been ablj and zealou8ly improved. Aa a achool 
book thia ccdlection of Historical Tales is calculated to be emU 
lientlj aerviceable ; and there can be no doabt that their intro* 
dnction into seminaries wiU be attended with both plearare anđ 
ađvantage to the acholars. 

* It ia aofficient praise for thia work to 8ay that it ia by tht 
jathor of * American Popular Lesaons,' of whoee pawer8 of pra- 
aeirting knowledge to the young mmd in a gracefhl and attiact- 
i?a garb the public are not now to be infbrmed.**— iV. F. £hmimg 

^ A coUection which is leallj deserring of its title. We ha?« 
looked over these Talea with great pleasure, and find thcm fUl 
of interest and instniction."— iV. Y, Advocate. 

'* One of the best work8 that can be pat into the hands of cm 
yoQth. . . . It presenta ali the circmnstances respecting the dia« 
coTery of this countrj, in a condensed form, clothed in langnaga 
calculated to interest the joung. It ought to be in tfae hanđa 
of everj youth; and it cannot be too early or tooezteoaiTeljiA* 
tioduced into our schools.**~T^ Cabmtt ^ R*Ugwn. 

** The storiea are highly interesting, and abonnd with pleaaiag 
filnstrations and notices of the hi8tory, original inhabitanta, pio- 
doctions, and first settiera of onr own portion of the ^cba.*^-* 
€h»i&r and En^jmrtr, 
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THE 8WISS FAMILT ROBTNSON; oi, ADVEN- 
TTIRES or a FATHER awd MOTHER and FOUR 
.80NS ON A DESERT ISLAND. In 2 toIi. ISnio. 
(Sob. II. & III. of the Boy'8 and Girrs Libraij.] 
Tbe parpose of this pleasing tUnj ia to convey initnictioa im 
the arts aiKl Nataral Hi8tory, and, at the same time, to incnlcato 
bf example principles which tend to the promotioii of aocčti 
luppmess. £Tei7 o^ 1^^ t^^^ <^ heard of Robinaon Craeoe^ 
■nd the unriTalled and long-continned popularity of tbat adn^ 
table nairative, proves that the taates and feelings to which it 
ađdrasses itself are among the strongest and moet murenal 
which belong to human nature. The adrentures of the SwiM 
funilj are 8omewhat similar in character, and, of coone, in in- 
tereitt; t£id they illustrete, in the moet forcible and pleanf 
manner, the efficacy of piety, iDdu8try, ingenuity, and good- 
temper, in smoothing difficultiea and procuring enjoyniaiti 
under the moet advene circumatancee. The 8tory aboanđa 
with instruction and entertainment, and well deaenree the hi|^ 
encomium that has been passed npon it, of being ona of tbe 
best children*s bocka ever written. 

" This little work is so much of a 8tory, that it will eeem a 
zelazation rather than a achool-task, and at the aame time it 
will give the juvenile reader more practical inetructioD in 
natural hi8toty, economy, and the meeau of amirimng cnd kt^pmg 
mu's 9dfy than niany books of the very best pretenaone in tiMi 
department of instruction."— ^(»/on Z>at2y il^Mcofc 

" We do not think a parent could select a more acoepldđe cr 
ndicious gifl."— iVeii^ifaven JUUgUnu IntdUgencer, 

** The 8tory haa ali that ^nld charm of adrentnie nđ đli« 

eofory Mrhich has made Robinson Crusoe snch a ivonđer to 

efery generation since it wa8 written-"— Agjiitt Rajpomiory, 

« This work is interestmg and truly valuable."— IT. S. €huettš, 

*'WeIl calculated to claim tbe attention of the interaetinc 

part of the cQmmunity to which it is addiesa^"— JV, T 
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THE 80N or a GENTOS. Bt Mrs. UovuM'' 

[No. y. of the Boy*8 and Girrs Libraiy.] 

This ađminible 8toi7 has been too long ijunillar to the pnb- 
lio — at least to that poition of it which has advanced beyoiiđ 
the period of cbUdbood— to require either eulogy or description. 
It hae for many jears maintained its place among the best and 
most esteemed jiiTenile works in the English language ; and ita 
p(^nilarity is easilj accoanted for by the toaching interest of the 
incidenta, and the pnrity of the principles it inculcates both 
«if wiBdom and religion. The publishers viere induced to re- 
print it aa one of the numbera of the Boy's and Girl's Library, 
partly by the advice and solicitationa of many of their Menda, 
and their 6wn knowledge of ita merita, and partly by the con- 
aideiation that it haa long been out of print, and that it wa8 Yery 
difficolt to prociue a copy. 

** *The Son of a Geniua' mR afford a profitable 8tudy to 
paienta, aa weU aa an ezqniaite treat to youth8. It is an ađmi- 
rable tale : faseinating in its delineationa, admirable in ita mora], 
jnst aa a picture of the mind, a flEdthfiil and true portraitifte 
of the reaulta of genina raccilating, unapplied, and t^roing to 
min, and the same genina supported by sound moral principle, 
fltrengthened by judicioas exercise and continuous effort, nsefiil 
and trinmphant It is a striking illustration of the importance 
of m^hod, perseverance, and industiy to produce the perfect 
fruits of genius ; and the utter uselessness of delicate taste, 
TiTid concepdon, lapid performance, aided by generoua afiec- 
tiona and mgaging manner, to the attainment of excellence^ 
without that 9teady applicatian, which nothing but just moral 
piincipie can ensure. The 8tory is not, however, a refined, mel 
^hysical disqmsition on genius; but a simple, engaging tak^ 
which lets in upon the reader a sort of experience worth a hun 
dred 088ay8.*' — CmmeUicut JoumoL 

''To youth of both sezes this work forms an excellent pieM 
of leading.*' — The Pennsylvaniatu 

•*To oor young fiieodi it YrSl affi)i4 inach cntartaiDJiMnL"-- 
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INĐIAN TRArrS; Bcm« 8KETCHES of nm 
MANNER8, CUSTOMS, abd CHARACTER or 
TKB NORTH AMERICAN NATIVES. Đt B. B. 
Tbatohbb, Eso. [N(m. VII. and TIII. of Um Bofš 
snđ Giri*i Libraij.] 

Th6 appeanmce, charaeter, and habito of the Noiih American 
Imdiaiia hare long been a faTouiite and feitile theme for wnten 
as well as readers, and accmate deacriptions of them are eqiial]y 
mstnictiTe and agreeiAlo. Theaa lonn the snbject of tlie 
•erenth and eighth numbera of the Librarjr, and the.f ara ad- 
mitted to contain mnch correct and intereating infonnEtion. A 
laiger work (in the Faniily Librarj), by the aame anthor, en- 
titled ** Indian Biographj,** tteata of the history of thoae ra- 
markable membera of the hmnan £unily : the work now nnder 
conaideration makea no pretenaiona to that charaeter, but ia en- 
tizely deacriptive ; and it ia entitled to high praiae, not only aa 
bainf the firat attempt to lender the anbject attractive ta 
yoathM readera, but alao for the ability with which the object 
ia tccompUshed. 

" Theae two little rolumea fumiah the leading traita of Indian 
charaeter in a atjle adapted to inatmct while it intereata the 
youthful reader.**— JV. Y, AmeriGon, 

<«Most entertaining and ezeellent Tolumee.''~JV. F. lVa«U|y 
JUiššamger. 

" The author haa produceđ a work which wi]l not only be 
inalnable to the yoong, but to ali who wiah for a eoneiae aad 
Jnat delineation of what ia moat deairable to be.known reapecU 
ing the charaeter and euetoma of thenativeaof Noith Ameiioa.*' 
— ^mCm TrmHiUr, 

'"The langoage 10 eqfly and fimiiUar, and tiie deeeriptioni 
quite intereating.**— Affan*«i*» Evrning Past, 

** IVo Tolnmea more intereating or more uaefiil wera neirer 
Iklaced in the hands of American youth.**— Bb<ton Mumr, 
^ ** Thoae little Tolmnea equal in interoat ali that haregone 
before them in the same £yid]y.**—rr0y JSm^ 
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BOT'S AND GIRL'S LIBRART. 



PROSPECTUS. 



The Publishers of the "Bot's and Girl's Li- 
brart'' propose, under this title, to issue a series of 
cheap but attractive volumes, designed especially 
for the young. The undertaking originates not in 
the impression that there does not already exist in 
the treasures of the readingworld a large provision 
for this class of the cominunity. They are fully 
aware of the deep interest excited at the present 
day on the subject of the mental and moral training 
of the young, and of the amount of talent and labour 
bestowed upon the production of irorks aiming 
both at the solid culture and the innocent entertain- 
ment of the inguisitive minds of children. They 
would not therefore have their projected enterprise 
construed into an implication of the slightest đis- 
paragement of the merits of their predecesson in 
the same department. Indeed it is to the fact of 
the grotoing abundance rather than to the scarcUy of 
useful productions of this description, that the de* 
sign of the present work is to be traced ; as they 
are desirous of creating a channel through which 
the products of 'the many able pens enlisted in the 
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ADVERTI8BMBNT. 

senrice of the young may be advantage<ni8ly con« 
vejeđ to the public. 

The contemplated course of publications will 
more espe€ially embrace such works as are 
adapted, not to the extremes of early childhood or 
of sidvanced youth, but to that intermediate space 
which lies between childhood and the opening of 
maturity, when the trifles of the niirsery and the 
simple lessons of the school-room have ceased to 
ezerciae their beneficial influence, but before the 
taate for a higher order of mental pleasure has es- 
tablished a fixed a8cendency in their stead. In the 
telection of works intended for the rising genera^ 
tion in this plastic period of their ezistence, when 
the elementa of future character are receiving their 
moulding impress, the Publishers pledge themselves 
that the utmost care and scrupulo8ity shall be exer- 
ciaed. They are fixed in their determination that 
nothing of a guestionable tendency on the acore of 
sentiment shall find admission into pages conse- 
crated to the holy purpose of instructing the 
thoughts, regulating the passions, and settling the 
principles of the young. 

In fine, the Publishers of the '* Boy's and GirPs 
Library" would assure the public that an adequate 
patronage alone is wanting to induce and enable 
them to secure the senrices of the most gifled pens 
in our country in the proposed publication, and thus 
to render it altogether worthy of the age and the 
object which calls it forth, and of the countenance 
which they solicit for it. 
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